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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
IRAQ PART 9 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

VQ 1903/3 No, 1 

CLOSURE OF IRAQI LEGATION IN MOSCOW 

Enclosure to Baghdad P! L despatch No. ? of January S, 1955. {Received 

January 1!) 

Translation 
No. 3843/3843/200 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Ceremonies Depart men t, 

Baghdad, January 3, 1955, 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments lo Her Britannic 
Majesty's Embassy, Baghdad, and has the honour to slate that as the Iraqi Legation 
in Moscow has been closed down* it has been decided to suspend diplomatic 
representation between the two countries for the present time. 

The Ministry avails itself of the opportunity to express its highest consideration 
and esteem. 


Her Bntarmic Majesty's Embassy , Baghdad. 


a* 
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VQ 1103 / 8 No, 2 


FIVE-YEAR PROGRAMME 01 THE IRAQ DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

Sir Michael Wright to Mr, Selwyn Lloyd, i Received February 8) 

(No. 37 E, Restricted) Baghdad, 

February 5 . 1955 . 

The Iraq Development Board has for the last three years been working in 
accordance with Law No, 35 of 1951, as amended by Law No, 25 of 1952, which 
laid down a broad outline of the projects to be carried out over the vears 1951-56 
at a total expenditure of some U3.155,374.000, 

2„ The records of annual progress have been transmitted to you in Sir John 
Trout beck s Despatch No, 92 E, of the 22nd of May, 1953, which enclosed copies 
o( the 1952 Annual Report of the Board, and under cover of letters written in 1954 
to the Levant Department enclosing sections of the 1953 Annual Report as they 
became available. 

3. In paragraph 8 of Sir John Troulbcck*s Despatch No, 136 of the 5tb of 
August, 3953, reporting to you the reorganisation of the Board into a Ministry 
of Development, reference was made to the obligation of the Board to draw up 
a new seven-year programme. At the time, my predecessor thought that a firm of 
consultants might be invited to carry out a full scale economic survey of the 
country as a pre-requisite to the drawing up of the new programme. It is 
unfortunate that, as is not unusual in Iraq, the pressure of events has overcome the 
good intentions oi the planners, and a Jive-year programme has been produced 
without the benefits of the knowledge which could have been gained by an 
economic survey and, indeed, before even the industrial survey being carried out 
by the American firm of Arthur D, Little Incorporated has yielded any results, 

4. I am enclosing with this despatch a copy of the new live-year 
programme^) which makes provision for the expenditure of a total of 
1.0.303,306,100 over the period. By far the most important vote is that for 
irrigation, drainage and dam projects amounting to I.D. 107.935,000 and second 
to it comes the vole of LD,53J0O,000 for roads and bridges, 1 0,43,57 LOOO k 
allocated for the development of industries, mining and electrical projects. Some 

these arc already under way and LD.32,000.000 remains for expenditure on 
electric power installations and other industries, including natural aas projects 
As the report of the English firm of consultants D. & C & William Press on the 
natural gas project for Kirkuk envisaged the expenditure of some 1.0.30,000*000 
on this project alone, it is an obvious conclusion that it is not the present intention 
of the Development Board to embark on this expensive venture at feast on the 
scale originally outlined by the Consultants. 

5. It is of interest that the maximum expenditure envisaged in the programme 
falls in the year 1956, coming U> a total of 1.0.74*077,000 ’’After this vear the re¬ 
ts a decline in expenditure on industries, and expenditure on roads and bridges 
falls away sharply from LD, 16,200,000 in 1956 to only LD.4,950,000 in 1959. 

6. A further point of major interest in the estimates of irrigation work is 
revealed in Vote No. 3. Article 7. from which it will be seen that the Bekhine 
Dam project which once loomed large in the minds of the planners is not 
specifically earmarked for construction. It now has to compete with other 
possibilities, at Eski Mosul, Fetha, Tharthar and places yet to be investigated. 

7. In Article 15 of the Development Board and Ministry of Development 
Law No, 27 of 1953 it is laid down that the projects of the Board shall be divided 
into two parts. Chapter l being those major projects to be carried out by the 
Board and Chapter M being minor projects for the Iraq Government Departments 
to put into clfeet. Chapter 11 in the enclosed schedules shows n total of 
I.D.37J25,000 for minor projects. When Article 15 was first Incorporated in 
Law No, 27 it was envisaged that, of the 70 per cent of total oil revenues received 
by the Board 20 per cent would be allocated to Government Departments leaving 
50 per cent, for the major projects, If this plan had been followed out the total 
for minor projects m the five-year plan would have been about LD.6G,(XX),000 
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and the a local ion of only ED. 3 7,12 5,(XX) is evidence of the Board's intention to 
retain as much control as possible of development expenditure. This may welt 
engender some opposition to the Board from ihe Government Departments. 

& The draft of the enabling law under which the new programme will be 
carried out is also enclosed with this despatch Y (b and I will report further as soon 
as it has passed both Houses of Parliament and received the Royal Assent, Both 
the law and the programme have been approved by the Council of Ministers, and 
they are now with the Finance Committee of she Chamber of Deputies, before 
going to the Chamber for debate. While it is Unlikely that there will be any 
substantial amendments, there is always the possibility that there will be some 
changes, and my comments must therefore be taken with some reserve. 

9. Copies of this despatch with enclosures are being scan to the Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department of the Board of Trade, the Export Credits 
Guarantee Department, the Development Division of the British Middle Easi 
Office and to Her Majesty's Representatives at Amman,' Bel nil. Cairo, Damascus. 
Jedda, Ankara and Tehran, 

I have, &c, 

M, R. WRIGHT 
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VQ I106/ 1 No. 3 

COMMENTS ON THE THIRD ANNUAL REPORT ON UNITED NATIONS 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO IRAQ 

Sir Michael U right to Sir Anthony Eden. (Received March 7) 

(No. 57. Confidential) Baghdad, 

S ir, February 24. 1955 . 

With reference to Sir John Troutbeck's despatch No. 52 of the 22nd of 
February, 1954, I have the honour to submit the third annual report from this post 
on United Nations Tech mod Assistance (U.N.T.A.) to Iraq. 

2. The first Annex to this despatch gives a brief account of the activities of 
the specialised agencies in Iraq during the past year. The second Anne* lists the 
positions known to be filled by these agencies at the beginning of 1955. As a third 
Annex, 1 attach a copy of the " Category 1 ” programme approved for Iraq in 1955 
by the United Nations Technical Assistance Boaid (U.N.T.A.BJ. ! am not 
enclosing a copy of the 4 ' Category II" programme, since I understand that funds 
for it are unlikely to be available. 

3. It will be seen that the total of U.N.T.A, personnel in Iraq increased from 
36 to 40 during the past year, and should reach 50 if the “ Category 1 " programme 
is completely fulfilled, As you are aware, this number is less than that of the staff 
of the United States Operations Mission in Iraq and considerably less than that of 
the British experts directly employed by the Iraq Government 

4. \ have little general comment <o add to Sir John Troutbeck's despatch 
under reference. Last year. as in 1953, the agencies made a useful, but minor, 
contribution to Iraqi development. As tar as I know there has been liitie change 
in the attitude of the Iraqi Government and public towards their work, though some 
officials in the Ministry of Agriculture have become Increasingly critical of 
short-term foreign advisers. Suspicion of the United Nations Technical Agencies, 
as of all foreign activities in Iraq, is part of the nationalist stock-in-trade, and was 
voiced during the debate last March on the Bill ratifying the Basic Agreement 
between the Iraq Government and the United Nations on Technical Assistance; but 
the arguments then brought against Lhc Bill were, even by nattonalisl standards, 
unconvincing. As Sir John Troutbeck reported in his despatch No, 68, the Bill was 
passed by 65 votes to 15. 

5. Mr, Ytterborn, the Resident Representative of U.N.T A.B., left Iraq after 
a year’s stay last October, in order to return to his post in the Swedish Ministry of 
Agriculture. He was replaced in an acting capacity by Mr. Pigot* the Irish United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (U.N.R.W.Ai representative m Baghdad. 
Mr. Ytterborn probably achieved as much as he could in the time at Ids disposal. 
He was himself satisfied that his time had been well spent, though he complained 
of the wasteful tendency of the World Health Organisation (W.H.O.) and the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation IF.A.O.) to remain partly independent of his 
administrative control. His first five months were largely spent in setting up an 
office and a smalt staff; during the rest of his slay he had to prepare the programme 
of U.N.T.A- for the coming year. In theory, the Iraq Government should 
themselves present U N T A.B. with a comprehensive request for assistance; but in 
practice Iraqi Ministries deal with the individual agencies, and U.N.T.A.B. have to 
provide the co-ordination themselves. At one point, for instance, Mr. Ytterborn 
was obliged to cut the programme by $70,000 and could only do so by consulting 
separately the various Ministries concerned, 

6. There was little enthusiasm for the revival of the co-ordinating committee 
mentioned in paragraph 8 of Sir John Troutbeck s despatch under reference: some 
of the Iraqi members seem to have resented the trouble it caused, and the pressure 
to which it exposed them. In its place Mr. Ytterborn tried to persuade the Iraq 
Government to set up a more authoritative co-ordinating body, of purely Iraqi 
membership* which foreign experts could occasionally be called upon to advise. But 
apathy and inter-departmental jealousy have so far stood in the way; and the 
U N T.A.B, representative will probably have to continue to do the co-ordinating 
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work that the Iraq Government should do for themselves. Shortly before he left 
Iraq, however, Mr. Ytterborn did succeed in organising a conference of the Iraq] 
officials and United Nations and F.A.0. experts concerned in Fundamental 
Education and Rural Life Improvement programmes; and this eonierence 
recommended the establishment of an interndcpartmental committee to preside over 
all $ueh activities. The records of the meeting do not suggest that, apart from this, 
anything very original was said, or concrete decided; but at least those taking part 
left with some idea of what their colleagues from different organisations were doing, 

7. I am sending a copy of this despatch, and of its enclosures, to Her Majesty s 
Ambassador at Washington* to the Permanent United Kingdom Representative at 
the United Nations, to the Head of the British Middle Last Office arid to the Head 
of the Development Division of the British Middle Fast Office, Beirut. 

I have, &c, 

MICHAEL WRIGHT. 


Enclosure to No. 3 
Ankex 1 


Food and Agriculture Organisation 

The number of Food and Agriculture Organisation specialists in Iraq rose from 
6 to 13 during 1954. Provision is made for a further increase, to 16, in the 
Category I programme for 1955, The programme also originally provided for four 
experts in Animal Production and Disease Control, hut these have apparently been 
relegated to Category II. 

2. The work of the F.A.O, specialists is done individually and not in teams, 
and only four of them have been longer than a year in Iraq, H is therefore 
particularly difficult to assess their achievements. There is no doubt that some of 
them have done good work; but few have stayed in Iraq tong enough to 
accomplish very much, 

3. Mr, Haig* the British co-operatives expert, frankly admits that he has 
achieved next to nothing in Iraq, except in his role (which he has filled competently! 
of acting Chief of Mission. A typical Iraqi muddle involved four experts who were 
urgently requested to help in Hood rehabilitation. The first two arrived hi the 
autumn to find that most of the refugees had rehabilitated themselves; the remaining 
two vacancies were then hastily cancelled. One of the urivals (a French Farm 
Irrigation expect) found work with the Ministry of Development; the other, a British 
expert from Kenya, was still virtually unemployed at the end of the year. 

4. The other new recruits included a nutrition expert, who co-opcrates with 
United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund in (he Government’s 
school feeding programme, and an agriculturist, who joined the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation team at the Dujailah settlement 
A forestry expert was engaged for specialised inventory work in connection with 
the air survey of Iraq by a British firm. A hides and skins expert was provided for 
a post where the Iraq Government would otherwise probably have employed a 
British expert at their own expense. 

World Health Organisation 

5. There was little change in the staff, which increased from 10 to 13* Both 
the Maltese Chief of Mission* who is particularly concerned with the tuberculosis 
control programme, and the German doctor in charge of the maternity and child 
health programme are satisfied that they have made good progress by Middle 
Eastern standards. In the B.CG. (ami-tubercular) vaccination campaign 
462,000 children were tested, and 175,000 vaccinated by September 1954. 40 Iraqi 
girls are under training at the Maternity and t liild Health Centre in Baghdad, and 
il i s planned to open similar centres at Basra and Mosul. The anti-malarial team 
at Sulaknania co-operates with the Government autorities in a campaign designed 
to bring 3 million people under protection from malaria by 1958. 

6. The Category I Programme for 1955 (which does not Include the salaries of 
such W.H.O* experts as are paid for by U N I C E F.) makes provision for two 
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experts in bilharziasis control. This disease is very widely endemic in the south ot 
Iraq, but experience in Egypt does not suggest that the two experts will be able 
to make much headway. 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

7. The activities of U.N.LS.CO, in Iraq are now confined to Dujailah, where 
four experts are employed under an American head. A recent estimate of their 
achievements was attempted in Chancery letter No. 12S2/2/2/54 of July 16, 1954, 
It was there suggested [hat, in spite of the project's rather unimpressive record, there 
might eventually be some value in the training of young Iraqi " fundamental 
educators " which was at last properly under way. 

United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund 

8. UNICEF- has continued to co-operate with the Iraq Government and 
W.H O. in the B C G, vaccination, maternity and child health and malaria control 
programmes. The Government’s school feeding service, which it assists with 
supplies, was last year extended to 186 schools. The milk conservation project goes 
slowly ahead in spite of doubts about the amount of milk which can be produced 
for sterilisation. The Ministry of Development will shortly start building a dairy 
for the project at Abu Ghraih, though this will not be completed until 1956, 
Meanwhile Iraqi staff have been training in the United Kingdom, and elsewhere 
abroad, under the auspices of F.A.O, 

9. The U.N.J.C.E.F. representative in Baghdad will shortly be moving his 
headquarters to Tehran, 

International Labour Organisation 

10. The Australian expert on social security left Iraq and has not yet been 
replaced, But the Category I programme for 1955 provides for a successor. 
Meanwhile the draft social security law may shortly be debated by the Chamber of 
Deputies, 

31. The career of the Indian co-operatives adviser in Iraq (he refused to 
confine his activities lo Diijailah) was damaging but brief 

United Nations Technical Assistance Agency 

12, The Egyptian expert in Community Development succeeded in getting 
local villagers to help in building his three social centres near Baghdad. He now 
has to train Iraqi staff to run the centres; so the villagers have not yet had the fruit 
of iheir labours. The ultimate value and extension of the project must be limited 
by its expense. 

IX A Norwegian expert in municipal administration arrived to assist the 
Director-General of Municipalities, and to draft a municipal law r . His achievements 
have necessarily been restricted by the hard facts of Iraqi municipal life, and 
especially by official reluctance to tax the well-to-do. 

International Civil Aviation Organisation 

14. The staff of two Britons and one Swede remains unchanged. 

International Telecommunications Union 

15. The Category I Programme for 1955 provides for two experts in 
telecommunications—one specialist in automatic telephones and the other in carrier 
systems. These experts are being recruited with the full approval of the British 
Development Engineer in the Directorate-General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency 

16, The Agencv, calculating that Iraq will be the only Middle Eastern country 
with a surplus of cultivated tend In 20 years* time, never loses sight of the country's 
eventual possibilities as a refugee-settling area. At present its local activities arc 
unimportant. During the spring floods, however, it offered the Iraq Government 
blankets, foods and medicines at cost price and sent a team of experts to help 
organise refugee camp administration, health and supply. 

17, The Irish representative in Baghdad took over as acting United Nations 
Technical Assistance Board representative when Mr. Ytterborn left Iraq, 
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Anntx 2 


Foreign Staff of the United Nations Specialised Agencies in Iraq : January 1955 

UJi.RWA. 

One representative (also acting as U.N.T.A.H, representative) U.N.R.W.A, and 
U.N.T.A.B, Offices. 

U,N.LC,E.F. 

One representative, Ministry of Health. 

U.N.TA.A . 

Two experts in community development* Ministry of Social Affairs. 

One social welfare teacher. Queen Aliyah College for Girls. 

One expert in municipal administration, Ministry of Interior. 

I.CA,0. 

One communications adviser 
(also Chief of Mission) 

One air traffic adviser 
One meteorological expert 

UJtJS&jdJ}* 

Chief of Mission 
One literacy specialist 
One expert in cottage- industries 
One expert in fundamental education 
One home economist 

WJi.O, 

(ffj T.B. control and B.G.G. innocul&tkm programme, Ministry of Health, 
Three doctors (one also Chief of Mission). 

Two nurses. 

One X-ray adviser. 

(M Maternity and child health programme. Shaikh Omar Clinic, Baghdad. 

One doctor. 

Three nurses, 

(c) Malaria control programme, Sutaimaniab, 

Two experts. 

id) One consultant for mentally handicapped children, 

FAX), 

One co-operative expert (also acting Chief of Mission). Ministry of Economics 
and Agriculture. 

One soil technologist. Ministry of Agriculture. 

One expert in water-drilling, Ministry of Agriculture. 

One expert in farm machinery; Ministry of Agriculture. 

One farm implement specialist. Ministry of Agriculture* 

One agriculturist F,E. Centre, Diijailah. 

One expert in flood rehabilitation* Ministry of Agriculture. 

One expert in farm irrigation. Ministry of Development, 

One expert in date processing, Date Association. 

Otis expert in hides and skins, Hides and Skins Association, 

One inland fisheries specialist. Ministry of Agriculture. 

One expert in forest inventory, Ministry of Agriculture. 

One nutrition specialist. Ministries of Agriculture and Education 


1 


Fundamental Education Centre 
Dujailah near Kut, 


| Baghdad Airport. 
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Annex 3 

(Supplied the Acting U-N.T.A.B. Representative in Iraq) 


1955 CATEGORY 1 PROGRAMME APPROVED BY TAB,. IRAQ 


Agency and 
Project Sub. 
Number 

Project Title 

Total D P. 
cost including 
local Pmta, 
by Agency 

Experts 

Fellows 

Remarks 

Number in 
Project 

Total 

Mitn-mos, 

Number in 
Project 

Total 

Man-mos. 









160-55 

Public Administration ..* 

2,200 

— 

— 

l 

6 


111-55 

Local and Municipal Administration 

10,000 

i 

12 

— 

— 


112-55 

Cornua unity Organisation tor Social Well arc 

22,700 

3 

35 

— 




Total U.N.TA.A.. 

34 + 900 

4 

47 

1 

6 


/re. 








482-54 

TelcecumtiunkalioFis .. 

14,300 

2 

20 

■— 




Total l.T-U, 

14,300 

2 

20 

— 

— 


fXO. 








69-53 

Social Security 

10,200 

1 

9 

_ 




Total LL.O, .* 

10,200 

I 

9 

— 

— 


F.A.a 








!8!-53 

L;md and Water Use and Farm Machinery 

46,866 

5 

50 

— 

— 


186-53/Rev. 1 

Rural Welfare .. 

27,100 

3 

24 

— 

— 


186-53 

Agricultural Institutions and Services 

25,000 

3 

30 

— 



188-53 

Fishery Development 

9,800 

I 

12 

—■ 

- - 


189-53 

Forestry Development 

7,500 

1 

9 

— 

— 


190-53 

Nutrition .. 

18,000 

3 

16 

-* 

*— 3 



Total F.A.O, 

134,266 

16 

141 


— 





UNESCO. 

43-53 

Fundamental Education ... 

71,000 

6 

72 

l 

l 



Total U.N,E.S,C O. 

71,000 

6 

72 

l 

t 


I.C.A.O. 

11-53 

Civil Aviation 

50,000 

5 

60 

— 

— 



Total LC.A.O- 

50,000 

5 

60 

— 

— 


WHO 

370-53 

Tuberculosis—Demonstration and Training 









C.Gntr& '* F lit r r r nil i i r 

33,400 

4 

48 

— 

— 



67-55 

Elide md-Epidemic Diseases—Bilharziasis 









Control . . 

32,300 

2 

16 

— 

— 




Total W H O. 

63.700 

6 

64 

— 

— 



Total Category 1 + ,„ . 

407,916 

44 

448 

3 

19 
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VQ ) H4/2 No. 4 

IRAQ BUDGET FOR 1955 

Sir Michael Wright to Sir Anthony Eden. {Received March 21) 

(No. 65 E. Confidential) Baghdad, 

Sir, March 3 f 1955 ♦ 

5n continuation of m> despatch No, 64 E. of the 3rd of March, 3 have the 
honour to transmit to your herewith a translation of the Iraqi general budget law 
for 1955, which received the Royal assent on the 31st of January,!') 

2. The budget is drawn up on the same lines as that for 1953, and the proposed 
expenditure, at I XL 51 >512,160, shows little change from that for 1953, which was 
l.D,51,227,584 after the addition of sums added during the year by ordinances and 
laws. Actual expenditure in 1953, according to the Minister of Finance, was only 
1.0,47,686,000, and was exactly balanced by revenue. However, this reduced 
figure of expenditure in 1953 included items such as I.D.3‘3 million for payment 
of the balance of capital of governmental banks, which was not an, ordinary expense, 
and also other items totalling LD.3,081,144 which include granted n-aid and other 
non-recurring expenditure not included in the estimates for 1955, Comparable 
expenditure in 1953 has therefore increased by L0,6,665,720. The bulk of this 
increase, according to the Minister, goes to the Ministries of Health, Education. 
Agriculture and to the administration o! justice and internal security. In 
substantiation of these figures, the Minister slates that the percentage of allocations 
for education has increased from 12-7 of total expsEtditure in 1953 to IIS in 1955; 
that of the administration of justice and internal security from 12-6 to 3 5 per com ; 
and for health from 6 to 7 9 per cent It appears from the estimates that the 
departments of defence, interior and police were not called on to make any sacrifice, 
as their share of the total in 3955 was still about 42 per cent. 

3. It is not very profitable to attempt to assess by the budget estimates of 
expenditure the amount of money or the degree of effort being expended on social 
betterment in Iraq. Budget figures must be considered in relation to the long-term 
projects of the Development Board for the improvement of irrigation, agriculture, 
communications and industry, and also to the smaller projects including housing, 
hospitals, schools, improvement of drinking water, &c„ which are included in 
chapter two of (he Development Board’s five-year plan. 

4. On the revenue side, the budget anticipates total receipts of l.0-50,973.000, 
which is LD.8,603.933 more I him estimated receipts for 1953 and 1.0.3,287,000 
more than actual receipts for that year The continued increase in revenue is due 
mainly to higher oil royalties—of which 30 per cent, arc paid into the national 
budget—and to higher customs receipts resulting from rapidly “growing imports. 
Receipts from taxation on agricultural and natural produce are expected to be 
about a million dinars less than in 1953, owing to J i nug® caused by the floods in the 
spring of 1954 With regard io the laud tax proposals mentioned in paragraph 2 
of my despatch under reference, these were not mentioned in the speech by 
ihe Minister of Finance introducing the budget. It is understood that he did in 
fact submit a plan for a land tax to the Council of Ministers last autumn, but the 
Council arc notorious for their skill in deferring unpleasant decisions and in anv 
case the present Government which depends largely on the support of the landed 
gentry is unlikely to do anything to diminish that support at a moment when 
important measures of foreign policy are to be tabled in the Chamber. 

5. Copies of this despatch are being sem to the Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department, the Development Division of the British Middle East Office, 
and to the Treasury Representative at Cairo, 

I have. &c, 

MICHAEL WRIGHT. 
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VQ 1051/192 No. 5 

ACCOUNT BY MR. R, II. TURT0N OF THE SIGNATURE OF THE 
ANGLO dRAQJ AGREEMENT AM) OF HIS VISIT TO H ABB AMY A 


On arrival at the airport on Sunday. 
April 3, we were met by the Ambassador 
and his staff and by Burhan-ud-Dm 
Bash ay an, the Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, The latter, a date farmer from the 
south who has only recently entered politics, 
is in the Ambassador's view showing 
considerable promise: fortunately he was 
hi the United Kingdom a few months ago. 

That night we dined with King Faisal II 
to meet Muri al Said, Ahmed Mukhtar 
Baban the deputy Prime Minister, 
Bashayan, General Rafiq Arif the Iraqi 
Chief of the General Staff, the Crown 
Prince, Prince Ra’ad. and others. The 
Ambassador and Air Vice-Marshal 
Brookes, A.O.C., were also invited. The 
streets of Bagdad were lit up for ihe 
occasion of the signing of the agreement, 
□ step that had not been taken for the 
Turco-Iraqi Pact. 

After dinner we were pressed by the King 
and Nuri to go to a reception for the King 
at she Officers* Club, where a thousand 
officers were present. The CGdL, who is 
a devoted admirer of Field-Marshal 
Montgomery who had taught him at 
Quetta, was assiduous in bringing up to me 
a number of officers of varying ranks. I 
Was struck by the number who had been 
trained at the Staff College and elsewhere 
in ihe United Kingdom, and by the atmos¬ 
phere that was most friendly to the King 
and also to ourselves. 

The signature ceremony, due for midday 
9n Monday, April 4, was delayed. This 
happened because they wanted to spare 
Nuri the physical discomfort of climbing 
the stairs, and to sign the agreement on the 
same table els I hat on which the Turco- 
Iraqi Treaty had been signed, The table, 
however, stuck in the door of the Prime 
Minister's room. Two smaller tables were 
provided, but they proved to be unsuitable 
because of their disparate heights. 
Eventually we proceeded upstairs to the 
Cabinet Room which we were assured was 
never used. After signature 1 presented 
Nuri and Bashayan with ihe gifts we had 
brought, making a short speech drawing 
attention to our friendship with Iraq, the 
new role of partnership, and to the fact 
l bal this day was not only their accession 


anniversary but was also the sixth 
anniversary of the signature of the North 
Atlantic Treaty. Nuri replied in Arabic in 
a very friendly little speech. 

In the afternoon I flew out to Habbaniya 
and met the officers and NLC.O.s of the 600 
Iraqi Levies who are stationed there under 
the command of Group Captain RialL 
The present position is that U is estimated 
that 70 per cent, have so far volunteered to 
join the Iraqi forces, but a firm ligure 
cannot be given until after Saturday, 
April 9, when the recruiting drive will be 
completed. The force is about equally 
divided between Kurds and Assyrians, and 
when I thanked them on behalf of Her 
Majesty's Government for the loyal service 
they had given Britain* my words had to be 
separately translated into the two languages. 
Group Captain Riall arranged for the 
English-speaking N.C.O,s to meet me. and 
I asked them to explain any difficulties. 1 he 
two principal problems appeared to be that 
men over 38, unless tradesmen, will not 
be accepted into the Iraqi forces, and that 
many of the Kurds do not know Arabic, 
and therefore will not join because they 
believe Ehej will not be able to understand 
the orders under Iraqi command. To deal 
with the second problem, the Iraqis are 
giving all recruits from the Levies a three- 
months' course in Arabic, but Group 
Captain Riall explained that those Kurds 
who refused to recruit were in fact those 
who believed that they could not learn 
Arabic in three months. Morale was, I 
Think, very good. The Levies clearly trusted 
both Group Captain Riall am* Air Vice- 
Marshal Brookes (who came with me) to see 
that they were not let down. 

1 then went on to Ihe civilian cantonment, 
where I found a very different atmosphere. 
The Elders had been collected to meet me. 
The main trouble stemmed from the fact 
that Air Vice-Marshal Brookes had told 
them, when the agreement was made 
public, that a representative of the 
Iraqi Government was coming out 
to explain the position to them, 
but no representative had ever arrived. 
The Embassy have now succeeded in 
obtaining n further promise from the Iraqi 
Government to send a representative cither 
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on Tuesday, April 5, or on Wednesday, 
April 6, Mr, Hooper, the Counsellor, 
assured me before 1 left on Tuesday that 
iie himself was going out that afternoon to 
see them. There are 12,000 in the camp, 
and at Humphrey a Village, 3,000 men and 
9,000 camp followers. The 3,000 are 
divided into roughly 1,500 with Iraqi 
nationality, 1,300 Kurds, Armenians and 
Assyrians who have no Iraqi nationality, 
and 200 Indians, Pakistanis, Persians and 
Afghans. Taking the last group first, these 
do not want Iraqi nationality; they told me, 
however, that they were not allowed to be 
employed by the Iraqi Government or by a 
British contractor, because they have not 
Iraqi nationality. If this is the ease, it is a 
tragic situation, because many of these men 
have worked for us, chiefly as clerks, un¬ 
interruptedly since 1918, ami in tears the 
Indian Elder thanked Her Majesty s 
Government for our record as employers 
and expressed the view that they and their 
families would now have to return to their 
home lands which they had left nearly 
forty years ago, and try lo seek work there, 
as they had no hope for the future in Iraq, 
The Ambassador has promised me that lie 
will look into this problem and put it right. 

The second group wish to obtain Iraqi 
nationality but at present cannot do so. It 
should only cost 750 Tils (15,0 to get the 
papers and photographs through, but in 
fact it hikes up to I0O dinars in bribes, and 
even then there is a delay of usually six 
months. On May 2, command of the civil 
cantonment and Humphreya Village will 
pass to the Iraqis. The solution appears to 
be to establish an aliens office in each place 
as soon as possible, so as to avoid the delay 
and the bribery. This group are, however, 
very suspicious of what treatment they will 
receive. The details of Nuri's assurances 
in his letter to the Ambassador have not 
been published. They feel that even if they 
get nationality (and without it, as in the 
other group, they have no hopes of employ¬ 
ment!," the relations of the Iraqi Arabs will 
be preferred to them in the allocation of 
the best'pa id jobs. The Ambassador is 
fairly confident that he can put this right 
with Nuri's help. 

I saw the three Elders of the Iraqis 
separately; only one knew English. Their 
only complaint was the delay over payment 
of gratuities by Her Majesty’s Government. 
At present the delay is considerable, due, 
I understand, to Treasury formalities and 
regulations. \ hope that the Air Ministry 
will lake this up with (he Treasury, and if 


delay cannot otherwise be avoided, some 
system of advance payments made. 

Air Vice-Marshal Brookes is very anxious 
that he should be allowed to remain at 
Habbaniya for and her twelve or fifLcen 
months, so that he could look after the 
interests of both Levies and civilians in the 
early stages after the transfer on May 2, 
The Ambassador said that Nuri had at first 
proposed that we should keep Air House 
permanently, and he feels that Nuri would 
certainly have no objedion to Air Vice- 
Marshal Brookes remaining for the 
suggested period, Presumably Group 
Captain Ruill, O.C. Iraqi Levies, and 
Squadron Leader Morris, the officer 
commanding the civilian cantonment, will 
have to leave on May 2 on transfer. If, 
however, their departures could he delayed, 
it would no doubt make the transfer a 
smoother operation, 

\ gather that after the phased withdrawal 
of the R.A.F, has taken place, it is expected 
that there will always be at least 800 R.A.F. 
personnel at Habbaniya, I did not have the 
opportunity of meeting British personnel 
but Group Captain Macdonald, the Station 
Commander, gave me to understand that 
there was great uncertainty in the R.A.F. 
camp about theiT future, especially in the 
married quarters. U was difficult for me to 
give any definite assurances, especially as 
l wished to avoid the danger of such 
assurances being misinterpreted by the 
Iraqi Government should they come to 
hear of them, I also gathered that the 
Iraqis arc not easy to train into good pilots, 
hut l stressed to Group Captain Macdonald 
that the more men we trained, the firmer 
would be our position in the future 
partnership. 

On my arrival the Ambassador had just 
completed the agreement about the claims. 
This appears to be very satisfactory as the 
Eastern Bunk would have had to close down 
if the waiver had not been agreed, The 
L150*000 settlement is to be held in a 
trust fund, of which (lie Ambassador will 
be one of the trustees. Present indications 
are that the capital will be invested in 
English securities and the income devoted 
either to founding Nuri scholarships at 
English universities, or for a British school 
in Iraq. I mention another possibility in 
a separate minute on British Council 
activities. When I was discussing these 
problems with King Faisal he said that he 
personally was very keen that more Iraqi 
boys should be educated at English public 
schools, and that while he realised the 
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difficulties of getting into Harrow he would 
be content if lesser known public schools 
were selected. I promised to raise this 
matter. Mr. Jardine of the British Council 
is, however, very opposed to this idea since 
he holds that the boys would become 
deracine and return to Iraq strange and 
friendless, which he says has been the 
experience of the King himself. 

I was taken round the Embassy, All had 
been working at high pressure during recent 
months but the machine had stood the test 
well, and although 1 believe all were some¬ 
what weary, they were rightly well satisfied 
with the results of their labours. An 
illustration of the volume of the work they 


had done was shown in the cypher room, 
where a chart showing groups dealt with 
per day had, since the arrival of the 
Ambassador, shot above the level of the 
chart boundary, high up the wail to the 
celling. It is clear that the cypher 
personnel, who had to handle all this work 
without machinery, had been doing a 
prodigious job. Equally in the wireless 
room, u had been calculated that the saving 
to the Treasury, effected by running our 
own wireless, was at a level of £15,000 a 
month. 

R. H, TURTON. 

April 6, m5. 
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VQ 1051/195 No. 6 

APPROVAL BY THE IRAQI PARLIAMENT OF THE SPECIAL 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND IRAQ 

Sir Michael Wright to Mr. Macmillan, {Received April J6 ) 


(No. 89, Restricted* Bagdad. 

Sir, April 16, 1955 , 

In my telegram No. 409 of the 
5ftth of March, 1955, I reported that 
the Iraqi Parliament had unanimously 
approved the decision of the Iraq 
Government to conclude a Special Agree¬ 
ment with us and thereby to terminate the 
.Anglo-Iraqi. Treaty of 1930, I have now 
the honour to submit a fuller account of 
this debate. 

2, Both Chambers of the Iraqi Parlia¬ 
ment were present in joint session for the 
occasion and copies of The Special 
Agreement, which had been initialled 
the same morning, were distributed to 
Deputies and Senators before the debate 
began. His Royal Highness the Crown 
Prince, at the lime acting as Regent, 
attended the debate. 

3. The Iraqi Prime Minister began by 
referring to the foreign policy which 
he had outlined in his governmental 
programme issued upon his assumption of 
office and recalled that the termination 
of the Anglo-lraqi Treaty had been 
specifically mentioned. Tn its place he had 
said that Iraq would base her co-operation 
with foreign countries on Article 51 of the 
United Nations Charter. For some time 
it had been dear that the Anglo-lraqi 
Treaty of 1930, which he had himself 
negotiated, was no longer suited to current 
conditions. A ministerial committee set 
up in March 1953. during the Government 
of Jamil a l Madfai (Personalities No. 66T 
had recommended that the Anglo-lraqi 
Treaty should he replaced by Oliver 
arrangements which would, inter alia, 
allow the British Government to main war 
stores within Iraq which both parties 
might need for defence and would also 
permit British aircraft to use air bases in 
Iraq. The Prime Minister explained that 
after the successful conclusion of the Pact 
of Mutual Co-operation between Iraq and 
Turkey the Traq Government had invited 
the Government of the United Kingdom to 
accede to this Pact and to terminate the 
Anglo-lraqi Treaty. The Government of 
the United Kingdom had responded to this 


approach and as a result a Special Agree¬ 
ment. as provided for in Article J of the 
Turkish-Iraq s Pact, had been initialled that 
morning. The Prime Minister then read 
the Special Agreement and referred in 
brief to the accompanying memoranda. 
He gave no detailed account of these 
documents which were not available to the 
Senators and Deputies. 

4. In emphasising that co-operation 
between Britain and Iraq would continue, 
Nuri Pas a said that Iraq, with her important 
oil fields, could not expect to ensure 
adequate air defence on her own any more 
than the United Kingdom which had 
permitted the United States to establish 
aerodromes in Britain. Under the Special 
Agreement Iraq would derive the benefit of 
British advice and help in maintaining 
airfields, aircraft workshops, and equip¬ 
ment and in establishing a radar network; 
Iraq had also asked for the latest armaments 
to contribute to land defence. 

5. The Prime Minister's announcement 
that the British air bases at Habbaniya arid 
Shaiba would come under Iraqi command 
on the 2nd of May. The birthday of 
His Majesty King Faisal II provoked mild 
applause. Nuri Pasha then outlined the 
arrangements for the evacuation of British 
forces; one third of these forces would have 
been evacuated before the hand-over to 
Iraqi command, the second third would 
leave the bases by October 1955, and the 
last third would have gone by March 1956. 
The only British personnel then remaining 
would be cither engineers and technicians, 
who would train Iraqi technicians, or stores 
officials. The bases would, however, be 
maintained in such a state of readiness that 
British air forces could be deployed there 
within two hours. 

6. With regard to the Royal Air Force 
Levies at Habbaniya and Shaiba, the Prime 
Minister said that those members of the 
Levies who were Iraqis and wished to 
volunteer for service with the Iraq Army 
would be able to do so. The Ministry of 
Defence would assume responsibility for 
the protection of the air bases. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


15 


7. The Prime Minister concluded by a 
brief reference to financial matters, 
emphasising that Iraq would contribute 
nothing towards previous expenditure at 
the bases. On evacuation, however, the 
Works Directorate of the Ministry of 
Defence would select suitable buildings 
which would be purchased at prices to be 
agreed upon. An agreement would be 
reached about the maintenance of work¬ 
shops but the Iraq Government would not 
pay for workshops as long as British 
aircraft continued to pass through Iraq. 
Water and electricity installations would 
also he without payment, though the cost 
of maintaining them would be agreed. 

8. After the Prime Ministers statement 
i brief debate took place, though not all 
those who wished to speak were permitted 
to do so. The opposition speakers, Deputy 
Sadiq al Bassam (Personalities No. Ill) 
and Senator Muhammad Ridha al Shabibi 
(Personalities No. 84) dealt mainly with 
procedure and attacked the Prime 
Minister's decision not to seek ratification 
for the Special Agreement, Say id Sadiq al 
Bass am,. a former Minister of Defence, 
maintained that the Treaty of 1930 had 
been ratified by Parliament as an Act and 
should therefore be terminated the same 
way. Sadiq al Bassams substantive 
criticism of the Special Agreement was that 
it represented a further set of obligations 
to which Iraq was to subscribe while 
Britain would not be bound, Iraq atone 
had borne the burden of the Anglolraqi 
Treaty of 1930 while Britain had failed to 
support Iraq during the Palestinian war. 
The British attitude towards the Gaza 
incident showed that there was no 
improvement and it was therefore not in 
the Arab interest for Imq to support a 
country prepared to condone Jewish 
aggression. He asked the Prime Minister 
whether the United States and France were 
likely to accede to the Iraqi-Turkish Pact. 
Nuri Pasha replied that he thought the 
United States would, but that France was 
remote from the Middle East and her 
relations with (he Arab States were 
unsatisfactory so that the question of 


French accession did not arise and had not 
been discussed. 

9. In response to further questions 
Nuri Pasha commented on the military aid 
which the United States was giving to 
Iraq. He said that the Iraqi Ministry of 
Defence wished to obtain modern arms and 
to ensure that such arms would be 
available in peace and war. While Britain 
would sell such arms, only the United 
States was in a position to give them to 
Iraq. Supply from the United Stales also 
had the advantage that the arms of Iraq 
would be similar to those used in neigh¬ 
bouring countries such as Turkey, Pakistan 
.md Persia, which would also receive arms 
from the United States. 

10. Several speeches were made in 
favour of the Prime Minister's policy. It 
was particularly vigorously defended in 
general terms by Dr, F'adhi] al Jamali 
tPersonalities No. 7 “j who urged Parlia¬ 
ment to forget 14 old imperialism " now that 
the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty had been suitably 
terminated, and i ns lead to become aware 
of the 14 new imperialism " apparent in the 
Communist menace. Britain and the 
United States had relinquished imperialism; 
France would have to do so. All were 
equally menaced by the Soviet Communist 
threat and should therefore co-operate to 
meet it. 

11. A vote was taken by roll-call on a 
resolution approving the Governments 
policy and all those who voted were in 
favour. Some half-dozen opponents of the 
policy left the Chamber before the vole, 

12. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Representatives in 
Amman, Ankara, Beirut. Damascus, 
Jedda, Benghazi, Tripoli, Cairo, Tehran. 
Te! Aviv, Paris and Washington, to the 
Head of the British Middle East Office, to 
the United Kingdom Delegation in New 
York, to Her Majesty’s Consular Officers 
at Basra, Kirkuk and Mosul, and to the 
Air Officer Commanding (Iraq). 

I have, &c. 

R. W, J, HOOPER 
(for the Ambassador). 
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VQ 1224/12 No. 7 

IRAQI ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND OF ROYAL AIR FORCE BASES 
AT HABBANIYA AND SHAIBA ON MAY 2. 1955 

Sir Michael Wright to Mr, Macmillan {Received May 16) 


tNo, lit. Confidential 1 Bagdad* 

Sir, Map 11,1955' 

I have the honour to report that in 
accordance with the Agreement between 
the United Kingdom and Iraq of the 4th of 
April Iasi, Iraq assumed the overall 
command of the air stations at Habbaniya 
and Shaiba on the 2nd of May. 

2, The ceremony was conducted in an 
atmosphere of warm goodwill on both 
sides. J enclosed a copy of an article in 
lhe Iraq Times of the 4lh of May which 
reflects these feelings, 

5. To the Iraqis this event set the seal on 
the new Agreement with the United 
Kingdom, It marked the fact that the last 
tracer of what was widely held to be a 
dependent or unequal position had 
disappeared and that Iraq was entering on 
a new phase of sovereignly and equality, 

4 r The King and the Crown Prince look 
part. The Iraq Government invited lo 
Habbaniya all the Iraqi Members of 
Parliament and many hundreds of others. 
They also asked a large number of 
distinguished visitors from other Arab 
countries. The Egyptian Government were 
not represented by a delegation, nor did 
ollicnd delegates from the Syrian Govern¬ 
ment attend. But a number of prominent 
Syrians were present, and most of the other 
Arab slates sent delegations. The Diplo¬ 
matic Corps were present in force. I lie 
Egyptian Ambassador attended, although 
his Military Attache had found pressing 
reasons for leaving Iraq the day before the 
ceremony. In general, such visitors as I and 
my staff were able to speak to were most 
favourably impressed both by the parade 
itself and by (he friendly spirit in which the 
hand-over had been conducted, 

5. A programme of events is enclosedJ'I 
The two sides of the parade ground were 
lined on the right of the saluting base by 
a detachment of about 400 troops of the 
Iraq Army, and on the left by a similar 
number of Royal Air Force Levies (Iraq) 
Opposite the saluting base was a Royal 
Guard of Honour found by the Royal Air 


Force Regiment with, behind it, the Iraqi 
Royal Guard of Honour, After the Guards 
of Honour had been inspected first by 
myself and then on his arrival by His 
Majesty, short speeches, of which the 
texts are enclosed,( l ) were delivered by 
myself and the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
The British flag was then ceremonially 
lowered and the Iraqi flag hoisted. The 
Royal Air Force Guard of Honour retired 
and its place was taken by the Iraqi Guard, 
The hoisting of the Iraqi flag was followed 
by a salute of twenty-one guns fired by the 
Iraqi artillery and a fly-past of aircraft, A 
formation of Venoms of No, 73 Squadron, 
Royal Air Force, flew over the saluting base 
on their departure to their new quarters in 
Cyprus, followed by a formation of 
Vampires of No, 5 Squadron, Royal Iraqi 
Air Force, which subsequently landed at 
Habbaniya to take symbolic possession of 
their new base, though Roy id Iraqi 
Air Force aircraft have, in fact, been 
continuously stationed there ever since the 
Hoods of last year, 

ft. Arrangements for the ceremony were 
made by a joint committee of officers of the 
Royal Air Force and the Iraqi Ministry of 
Defence, The efficiency with which they 
were planned and executed re Meets greaL 
credit on both sides and augurs well for the 
future. The standards of marching and 
arms drill on both sides were high, and the 
formation flying of the Royal Iraqi Air 
Force was of creditable accuracy. But 
undoubtedly the smartest troops on parade 
were the Royal Air Force Levies, whose last 
public appearance this; was, and whose 
every movement called forth rounds of 
enthusiastic and sympathetic applause. 

7. After the main ceremony was over 
and the King and Crown Prince had 
returned by air to Bagdad, a small parade 
was held for the Royal Air Force Levies 
alone on their own parade ground. At this 
parade E gave a short address, a copy of 
which is enclosed,! 1 ) and took the salute at 
the march past* after taking leave personally 
of all the native officers. In some ways, this 
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parade, marking as it did the final 
disbandment of a small but highly 
disciplined and trained unit with a unique 
tradition, was almost more moving than the 
larger ceremony which had preceded it, 

8. Similar parades were held at the bases 
at Shaiba and Margil to mark the transfer. 
The Acting Consul-General reports that 
both passed ofT successfully, and that the 
Iraqi Commander of the Basra Garrison 
was emphatic in his praise of the good order 
in which the stations were being handed 
over, 

9. The transfer of the bases to Iraqi 
command has naturally been well received 
in Iraq. Although one or two journalists 
have been unable to refrain from carping 
comment, public opinion in general has 
appreciated and been in sympathy with the 
manner in which the transfer took place. 
The press htts congratulated the Govern¬ 
ment on the success of its policy, and more 


than one newspaper has pointed out that 
the Iraqis must now see that they maintain 
Habbaniya—“ surely*” as one generally 
unfriendly editor expressed it. “ a part of 
paradise ’—in its present state of order 
and amenity, and must not let it lapse into 
the slate of dirt and squalor of the old 
Hinaidi .cantonment handed over to the 
Iraqi forces in the nine teen-thirties. As one 
Shaikh put it, “the British have created a 
rose in (he desert and the Iraqis must not 
destroy it3’ 

10, I am sending copies of this despatch, 
with its enclosures, to the Head of the 
British Middle East Office and lo the Air 
Officer Commanding, Royal Air Force 
Levant and to Her Majesty's Repre¬ 
sentatives at Cairo, Damascus, Beirut, 
Amman, Jedda and Ankara. 

I have, &c. 

MICHAEL WRIGHT. 
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CHANGES IN THE COMPOSITION OF THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT 

Sir Michael !Vright to Mr. MacmiUan. {Received May 16) 


(No. 112 Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir, May U, 1955. 

I have the honour to inform you that a 
Royal Inida published on the 8th of May 
made the following changes in the 
composition of the Iraq Government: — 

L Say id Musa Shabandar (Leading 
Personalities in Iraq No, 91), 
Minister for Foreign Affairs* to be 
Iraqi Ambassador in Washington, 

2. Saytd Burhan-ud-Din Bashayan* Mini¬ 

ster without Portfolio, to be Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, 

3. Say id Abdul Majid Mahmud (Per¬ 

sonalities No, 17), Minister of 
Development, to be Minister without 
Portfolio, 

4. Say id Rushdi Chalabi, Minister with¬ 

out Portfolio and Acting Minister 
of Agriculture, to be Minister of 
Agriculture. 

5. Say id Muhammad Ali Mahmud 

(Personalities No. 76), Minister of 
Justice, to be Acting Minister of 
Development in addition to his 
present portfolio, 

2. These changes have been expected for 
some time. The outgoing Minister for 
Foreign Affairs has made little secret of the 
fact that for health reasons he would like 
to return to Washington where he was Iraqi 
Ambassador from June 3953 until August 
1954* when he was called to his present 
office, In fact, he saw to it that no one was 
nominated to replace him in Washington 
and his family continued to reside in 
the Iraqi Embassy residence. The new 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Burhan-ud- 
Din Bus hay an, was Acting Minister from 
January until early April when Musa 
Sh a bandar was unwell lie played a 
considerable part in the negotiation of the 
recent Anglolraqi Special Agreement* and 
although he gives the impression of slow¬ 
ness, 1 found him in fact quick to seize a 
point and a pleasant and patient negotiator 
with a good grasp of international affairs, 

3. It had been clear for a long time that 
Abdul Majid Mahmud lacked the capacity 


to succeed in the Ministry of Development, 
His appointment to that important office 
was generally regarded as a reward from 
Nuri Pasha for his having stood by him as 
Minister of Economics in negotiating the 
new Agreement with the Iraq Petroleum 
Company in 1951. thereby forfeiting the 
friendship of many of his former Nationalist 
comrades. Only by being alt things to all 
men and avoiding decisions has he managed 
to retain his post for eight months. The 
Minister of Justice is to act as Minister of 
Development and the Prime Minister told 
me that he had decided on this course 
because lie needed a man with legal know¬ 
ledge to deal with the large and important 
contracts which the Ministry hits in hand, 
and a man with both experience and 
firmness. The main drawback to the 
appointment is that the Minister speaks 
very little English, which is the language in 
which much of the work of his department 
is conducted. I would judge on the 
experience we have had in dealing w ith him 
over the question of immunities for British 
forces in connexion with the Anglo-1 raqi 
Special Agreement* that we shall find him 
on the whole just but difficult to persuade 
when he has once made up his mind that 
a given course is politically in the national 
interest. 

4. By being confirmed in the position of 
Minister of Agriculture* which he has held 
in an acting capacity since .September* 
Rushdi Chalabi may be said to have gained 
his spurs* in any case the influence of his 
wealthy father is not something which the 
Prime Minister would be likely lo sacrifice 
lightly by dismissing him. 

5* The reshuffle will entail no alteration 
of Government policy and certainly not of 
foreign policy. Rumours of a much more 
far-reaching change have been current in 
recent months, and it has been said that 
Nun Pasha had thought of bringing Salih 
Jabr (Personalities No. 113) into his team 
as Deputy Prime Minister, These rumours 
are* however, on the wane now, and 
I think it is likely that opposition to Salih 
Jabr within the Cabinet and the demands 
of Salih himself for seats in Parliament 
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for his supporters as a condition of his 
acceptance of office have rendered the 
appointment impracticable without resort to 
fresh elections. 

6. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Washington, Cairo, Beirut* Amman* 


Damascus, Jedds, Tehran, the Head of the 
British Middle East Office* the Air Officer 
Commanding at Hab Faniya and Her 
Majesty's Consular Officers iti Iraq. 

I have* &c. 

MICHAEL WRIGHT, 

* 
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NEGOTIATION Of THE ANGLO-1RAQI SPECIAL AGREEMENT 


Sir Michael Wright to Mr. Macmillan. {Received May 21) 

(No. U&. Confidential) Baghdad, 

Sir* May 17. 1955, 

I have the honour for the purposes of record to give an account of the 
negotiations which took place for the conclusion of the Angjo-lraqi Special 
Agreement signed in Baghdad on the 4lh of April. 

2. For many years and particularly since the Anglo-Iraqi clash of 1941 it 
has been an article of faith of a large part of the Iraqi public that the Anglo-Iraqi 
Treaty of 19JO was “unequal 11 and out of date. Successive Iraqi Governments 
have paid lip service to this belief either from conviction or from expediency. The 
abolition of the 1950 Treaty has therefore always been included in the political 
aims of Iraqi Govern meats. An attempt to put "this policy into action was made 
by Salih Jabr in IMS when he concluded the Treaty of Portsmouth as a substitute 
for the 1930 Treaty. It was thwarted by a combination of circumstances arising 
inter alia out of poor administrative and economic conditions then prevailing and 
the gathering storm over Palestine. Since 1948 the time has never been propitious 
and Iraqi Governments never sufficiently strong or durable to make a further 
attempt. At the same time they were never sufficiently irresponsible to tear up the 
Treaty. 3n the spring of (953. however, a Government of elder statesmen was 
installed under Jamil Miidfai to carry out the celebrations for the accession, of 
King Faisal II. This Government appointed a committee to study the question 
of abolition of the 1930 treaty. As Minister of Defence, Nuri al Said was a member 
of that committee. The committee's report which until recently remained secret 
envisaged three possible courses for the future policy of Iraq if the Treaty was to 
be abolished and the defence of the country nevertheless ensured. They were (a) 
either the creation of a regional defence arrangement with other members of the 
United Nations under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, or ih} the accession 
of non-Arab powers to the Arab League Collective Security Pact, or ft:) the bilateral 
revision of the Anglo-Jraqi Treaty so that “ what belonged to Iraq ” (i.e- the Royal 
Air Force Gases) should revert to her. The torrid summer of 1953 and the torpid 
nature of the Prime Minister led to the shelving of this report without further action. 
Indeed, the only official intimation which my predecessor was given of what the 
report contained were remarks by J aufiq Suwaidi, then Foreign Minister, and 
Nuri a! Said that the Iraqi Government were wondering whether it would be feasible 
to terminate the Treaty by resorting to a regional defence agreement under 
Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. Jamil Madfai's successor. 
Dr. Muhammad Fad hi 1 Jamali. was too beset by parliamentary difficulties to 
consider the question of treaty revision. Indeed, the views of the members of his 
Cabinet on this subject differed to so great an extent that he found it impossible 
to include anything but the barest reference to the abolition of the Treaty in his 
main statement of policy, the Speech from the Throne of the 1st of December, 1953. 
The Government of Arshad at Umari, which came next, was a caretaker entrusted 
with the holding of elections and had no mandate for any major act of policy . 

3, When Nuri a! Said was called to power in 1954, the termination of the 
Anglo-1 raqi Treaty of 1930 and the co-operation between Iraq and foreign States 
in conformity with the provisions of Article 51 of the United Nations Charter 
was one of the main planks of the policy which he outlined in his letter of the 
3rd of August, 1954, to King Faisal i Baghdad telegram No. 456 of the 5th of 
August). This was reiterated in the Speech from the Throne on the 1st of December 
last. Meanwhile, in response to an enquiry from the Prime Minister, the Minister 
of the Interior had advised that, from the standpoint of internal security, the period 
between February and April 1955, would probably be the most suitable time 
for (he settling of all outstanding questions in foreign affairs. Accordingly, in 
answer to a question by the Baghdad Deputy (small al Ghaoim on the 15th of 
December, the Prime Minister said that he would make a plain statement on the 
way in which he proposed to terminate the 1930 Treaty in cither February or 
March 1955. This undertaking he subsequently repeated on various occasions. 
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4. Thereafter events moved swiftly. The visit of the Turkish Prime Minister 
in the first week of January was followed by the issue of the joint communique 
On the 13th of January in which the Governments of Iraq and Turkey pledged 
themselves to work together for their defence. My despatch No. 69 of the 9th of 
March outlined the manner in which the Iraqi-Turkish E J aet grew out of this 
communique. It also described how the Pact was so shaped as to include an 
“ umbrella clause - ' under which Anglo-Iraqi relations could be placed on a new 
fooling and British military requirements in Iraq secured. 

5. From tills point on, the question was when-the United Kingdom would 
accede to the Iraqi-Turkish Pact rather lhaii whether it would accede. For 
accession appeared almost inevitable. Ever since the hint thrown out b\ Tauftq 
Suwaidi in July 1953* the Foreign Office and the Chiefs of Stall had been studying 
the question of our future relationship with Iraq. Our requirements had been 
broadly decided upon and it had been agreed that in order to secure them it would 
probably be best to make an initial approach on a military level to the Iraqi 
Government, since it was essential that the Iraqi Genera! Staff and, through therm 
Iraqi politicians should be made aware of the military threat confronting Iraq and 
the possibility of the defence of her frontiers offered by thermonuclear weapons 
provided that sufficient preparation were made in advance. 3? was felt that after 
this approach a political agreement should be reached on new and imaginative 
lines eschewing, if possible, the technique of a bilateral treaty which had 
disagreeable overtones for so many Iraqis. It was felt also that such an agreement 
should be negotiated by as broadly based an Iraqi Government ns possible in order 
that ii should achieve the maximum popular acceptance. 

(\ The signature of the I raqi-Turkish Fact, and the pari which Her Majesty's 
Government had played in shaping it, ensured at least ihat the idea of an entirely 
bilateral agreement could be avoided. But it also raised the question whether it 
might not be desirable, in order to emphasise the regional aspect of the defence 
planning* to defer our accession to the Pact unlit some other Middle Eastern 
Stele—preferably an Arab Slate—should have joined it. Such a prospect was, 
however, blighted by the Egyptian reaction to the Iraqi-Turkish Paul which made it 
clear that, unless Her Majesty’s Government and the United States Government 
were prepared to exert great pressure on the Arab States, it would be many months 
before any of them would dare to accede to the Pact. At the same time, the 
Egyptian Government played into our hinds in an unexpected way. The violence 
of their propaganda brought about in Iraq a revulsion of feeling in favour of Nuri 
al Said’s policy. The Prime Minister, who throughout had keut a group of elder 
statesmen informed of his plans, drew that group into almost daily consultation 
and politicians who had hitherto remained silent and aloof, in particular Salih 
Jabr. spoke openly in his favour True, no widely representative government nor 
even a broad-based negotiating delegation had emerged* but this grouping round 
Nun al Said, taken together with the fact that lie was known to be well disposed 
to our point of view and had pledged himself to the Iraqi Parliament to terminate 
the 1930 Treaty by March, presented an opportunity to good to be missed. 

7 During the numerous conversations, at lime* daily* which I had with the 
Prime Minister during the negotiations for the Iraqi-Turkish Pact, l had taken the 
opportunity of preparing the way for him informally for a new Agreement between 
the United Kingdom and Iraq. By this means a considerable amount of ground 
had been cleared, and it was decided to initiate military talks at Hahhaniya on the 
22nd of February with the object of exploring the possibilities in greater detail. 

8, The first of these talks, in which the Irani Prime Minister suddenly 
decided to participate personally, was successful. He and the Chiefs of Staff agreed 
entirely with the military appreciation drawn by Air Marshal Sir Claud Pelly 
Commander-m-Chief Middle East Air Forces, and Brigadier E. T Williams, 
Bricadler General Staff, Middle East Land Forces, They also agreed in general 
on 'bor main requirements arising out of this appreciation, at the same time 
asserting three main principles: — 

(a) That Iraq should Lake command of the Royal Air Force bases at 
Habbanlya and Shatha; 

f£) ihat no Royal Air Force squadrons should be permanently stationed in 
Iraq though frequent visits by squadrons would be welcome: 

(g) that Iraq should take over responsibility for all guard duties and hence 
that the Royal Air Force Levies, Iraq, should be “ disbanded and those 
who were willing to volunteer absorbed in the Iraqi Army." 
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They also reiterated an earlier request for help in obtaining modern military 
equipment 

9, The success of these talks opened the way for further discussions on the 
political side, and on the 2&th of February as a result of a series of discussions 
between the Iraqi Prime Minister and myself, Nuri al Said produced the draft of an 
agreement between the United Kingdom and Iraq which he proposed should be 
annexed to the Iraqi-Turkish Pact, This document was conceived in such a way 
as to he short, easily comprehensible and in general terms. Since it derived 
directly from Article 5 of the Iraqi-Turkish Pact which had been ratified by the 
Iraqi Parliament, it was Nuri Pasha's idea that it would be unnecessary to go again 
to Parliament for a ratification of this agreement. The text of the draft was 
founded on three principles: — 

lit That the 1930 Treat) be terminated by mutual consent; 

fill that the Royal Air Force bases be handed over to Iraqi command; 

(iih that cooperation between the two countries m the defence of Iraq should 
continue on the lines of the military talks. 

The Agreement would last for five years like the Iraqi-Turkish Pact and so be 
automatically renewable before the Anglo-Egyptian Agreement of 1954, In 
connexion with the last of the three points above the Iraqi Prime Minister wished 
the agreement to show—for the benefit of the other Arab Slates - the advantages to 
Iraqi military strength which could be expected to flow from an agreement which 
committed Iraq to side with the Free World against possible Soviet aggression. 
At the same time, in order to avoid the appearance of having given way to our 
demand that we must make military preparations in Iraq in advance of any 
possible war, he suggested that, in connexion with the installation of radar, air 
defuncts and technical help, the Iraqi Government should appear to ask for British 
assistance which Her Majesty's Government would then agree to give— 11 we ask, 
you give," he repealed continually. This meant that certain matters of detail 
concerning aid to the Royal Iraqi Air Farce and the Iraqi Army were included in 
the draft agreement. The remaining matters of detail, however* and among them 
the majority of the British Chiefs of Staff requirements were left over to 
administrative agreements which, Nuri Pasha considered, it would be unnecessary 
to publish. 

10, This was then the position when Sir Anthony Eden passed through 
Baghdad on his return from Bangkok on the 4th and 5th of March, In their 
meetings with him, the Iraqis confirmed their agreement with our military 
appreciation. w r hi!e your predecessor was able to indicate that the Iraqi draft 
provided a helpful basis for discussion of a new Anglo-Iraqi relationship, He 
also drew attention to various points omitted from the draft on which agreement 
would he necessary before signature could take place. These included the 
arrangements to be made in case of war, the timing of the withdrawal of Royal 
Air Force squadrons from the bases* and a financial settlement. Detailed 
arrangements on these matters as well as on such subjects as prestocking and 
joint training would have to he set out clearly and precisely in subsidiary documents. 
To this the Iraqis agreed. The Iraqi draft whs accordingly submitted to the Foreign 
Office* and I was authorised on the 11th of March to present to the Iraqi Prime 
Minister a departmental counter-draft based on it. At the same time 1 received 
a long tk shopping ” list of the requirements of the Chiefs of Staff, 

11, The preamble of the Foreign Office counter-draft made the point that the 
new Agreement would not be annexed to the Iraqi-Turkish Pact as Nuri Pasha had 
suggested, since this might imply that Turkish approval would be necessary, but 
would be a bilateral Special Agreement as authorised by Articles I and V of the 
Pact. Apart from this the most important change was the inserting of a new 
Article IV, (Article V of the final agreement) which provided that there should be 
close co-operation between the armed forces of the two contracting parties in 
joint planning* combined training and the provision of facilities. This Article 
was Intended to make the Iraqi draft less one-sidedly favourable to Iraq by paving 
the way for the subsidiary documents which would cover the requirements of the 
British Chiefs of Staff. Only one of these requirements—that of staging and 
overliving rights had been included in the Original Iraqi draft and was explicitly 
provided for in the final version of the Special Agreement, At the same lime 
Article VI11 was added to cover British aid to Iraq in the event of war. The Iraqi 
Prime Minister accepted the redraft with very little change, though he objected 
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to the idea of co-operation between the armed forces of the two parties as proposed 
in Article IV, preferring that co-operation should be at Govern mem level since he 
felt that the Iraqi armed forces could not always be trusted to make such 
co-operation work. A compromise solution on this point was found by using the 
formula ++ The competent authorities of the two Governments.Amendment was 
also made to Article VIII to ensure that United Kingdom assistance to Iraq would 
be given in time of war only if the Government of Iraq should request it. 
Meanwhile the Cabinet had authorised me to present the Foreign Office redraft 
to the Iraqis as an official draft, and this was done op the 20th of March. On the 
24th of March* however, again with a view to making the Agreement appear less 
one-sidedly favourable to Iraq, I was instructed to change the order of the Articles 
so that the idea of co-operation between the two countries should precede the 
Articles terminating the 1930 Treaty and handing over command of the bases* and 
a paragraph was taken out of the preamble and transformed into Article I of the 
Agreement reading “ The two contracting Governments shall maintain and 
develop peace and friendship between their two countries and shall co-operate for 
the security and defence in accordance with the Pact of Mutual Co-operation.” To 
this the Iraqis, pressed for time, readily consented, though they resolutely refused 
to go any further re-arranging the order of Articles, 

12. In the meantime* Nuri Pasha had suggested in mid-March that, as 
negotiations on the Special Agreement appeared nearing a satisfactory conclusion, 
ho should put it as a draft basis for negotiation to a joint session of the Iraqi 
Parliament before the end of March and obtain their authority to sign it and the 
necessary subsidiary Exchanges of Letters at a later date. This, he contended, 
would meet his promise to the Iraqi Parliament while giving both sides more time 
to negotiate the Exchanges of Letters which, he pointed mil. were not intended to 
go beyond the terms of the Special Agreement, This proposal had to be turned 
down as it was considered inadvisable to publish in the United Kingdom the Special 
Agreement, which was still largely favourable to Iraq, without the subsidiary 
documents which would spell opt in detail the way in which our own requirements 
would be met. Instead, I was instructed to propose that we should press forward 
with the preparation of the subsidiary documents so that everything could be 
completed by the end of March. Accordingly a team from the British Defence 
Co-ordination Committee at Middle Fast Headquarters in Cyprus, under Air 
Vice-Marshal Stephenson, arrived in Baghdad on the 18th of March and in 
conjunction with members of my staff drafted in the course of two days' intensive 
work a series of Notes which covered every aspect of the Chiefs of Stuff 
requirements* including the transfer of command* the administration of British 
personnel left in Iraq, assistance to the Iraqi army and air force* air defence, mine 
watching in the Shatt-aFArab* Nava] visits, pre-stocking in war* (he withdrawal of 
British units, the future of the Royal Air Force Levies*’ and a financial settlement. 
The number and length of these Letters when they were drafted was such that I 
feared that they might well deter the Iraqi Prime Minister* who is very chary of 
detail, and might also lead to endless negotiation. I accordingly 'set about 
in unofficial conversations with leading Iraqis to discover the Iraqi views on this 
subject, pointing out The need for such Exchanges of I cttcrs both iti order to clarify 
matters which the Special Agreement left vague, and to satisfy parliamentary and 
public opinion in the United Kingdom. 1 was somewhat relieved when* in the course 
of n conversation with the Iraqi Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, he suggested 
that, rather than a series of documents which would look like a *' never-ending tail 
to the Special Agreement,” it might be possible to include our requirements' - in a 
single. Memorandum bused an Article If of the Iraqi-Turkish Pact which authorised 
|k the competent authorities of the high contracting parties" to ” determine 
measures to be taken *“ for their mutual security and defence The numerous 
letters were thereupon re-cast as a Memorandum and though your Depart ment was 
unable to agree that this Memorandum should derive from Article H of the parent 
Pact* sin ce it was decided that agreement must be at governmental arid not 
departmental level, the idea of a Memorandum found general acceptance with both 
sides. On the 22nd of March, 1 accordingly discussed the Memorandum informally 
with the Iraqi Prime Minister on the understanding that he should agree that it 
should be signed simultaneously with the Special Agreement 

[3. Her Majesty's Government’s formal clearance of the memorandum was 
received on the 26ih of March, I handed it to the Iraqi Prime Minister on the 
same date (though by this lime it had been informally agreed to divide it into two 
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Memoranda each under cover of an Exchange of Letters—see below). The time 
was now rapidly approaching for Nuri Pasha's promised statement lo the Iraqi 
Parliament and the substance of the Memoranda had not yet been discussed by 
the Iraqi Prime Minister with his Government,, let alone agreed with us, 

14. It was indeed still tar from certain that the Prime Minister himself would 
accept the text of the Memorandum. He had throughout the conversations tried 
to persuade us to leave the points covered by the Memorandum for inclusion in 
subsequent Exchanges of Letters at the departmental level. It had required the 
utmost firmness to induce him to accept in principle the necessity of a Memorandum 
(or Exchange of Letters) which would accompany the Agreement itself, and as 
the lime for a final decision drew nearer he continued to do his best to evade it. 

Iei overcoming his reluctance, two factors played a determining part. First* it 
was possible to play on the fact that he was the prisoner of his own time table. 
No Memorandum, no announcement to Parliament of an agreement Second, I 
was able to convince the King and the Crown Prince and a number of elder 
statesmen that a Memorandum to accompany the Agreement was not only 
essential to us but necessary both to avoid confusion in the future and as the 
inescapable condition for the aid which under the Agreement the United Kingdom 
promised to Iraq. 

15. In the spate of negotiation which look place in the next four days I was 
able to use to considerable advantage your predecessor's acceptance—at some 
inconvenience to himself- that we should help Nuri Pasha honour his promise 
to his Parliament on condition that all the texts w r ere agreed by the 30th of March* 
For pressed for time he accepted* witii very few initial amendments and subject 
to the views of his Cabinet, the text of the Memorandum. His main observations 
at this stage were that the financial arrangement should form a separate 
Memorandum under a separate Exchange of Letters, and that Her Majesty’s 
Government should agree with the Iraqi Government to share the cost of 
maintenance and operation of services and installations used jointly* He also urged 
that the fourteen paragraphs of the Memorandum on military matters should be 
condensed into twelve by telescoping. On the morning of the 2Glh of March ho 
described the texts to the Cabinet and his military advisers and later he showed 
them to the Crown Prince and elder statesmen* and as a result produced a further 
series of amendments, the most important of which was that the Iraqi Government 
would not agree to take over the Royal Air Force Levies in formed units* nor 
would they agree to make any promises concerning the resettlement of civilians 
at Habbaniya whose employment was discontinued. Insistence that each party 
should bear financial responsibility for installations used by it was repeated. After 
a further meeting with the elder statesmen he returned the same evening with yet 
another list of amendments, the most important of which was that Her Majesty's 
Government and not the Iraqi Government should pay for any new installations 
required by British personnel in Iraq. This time he was in a mood of deep dejection* 
He talked earnestly of suspending negotiations because he could not believe that 
ihe details of the memoranda could be prepared in time for the 30th of March. 
It was only with some difficulty that I succeeded in calming him. I immediately 
set on foot enquiries to find out the cause of his discouragement. The Crown 
Prince, who came to see me, told me thcit the Prime Minister was mentally very 
tired and had been depressed by bad new f s from Syria, It was also evident that 
he was under some mis apprehension concerning tuning and that he believed lit at 
Ihe welter of executive detail concerning the handing over of the bases would have 
to be completed by the 30th of March as well as the broad principles of agreement 
embodied in the Memoranda. The Minister of the Interior said that in the Cabinet 
the Prime- Minister had been almost incoherent and he advised that we should 
try to spare him as far as possible the burden of further negotiations. In view 
of this, much of the final discussion of the Memoranda took place between members 
of the Iraqi Chief of Staff and Acting Foreign Minister and members of my staff. 
Questions were where necessary referred to Nuri Rasha but this was done by his 
own people in Arabic and he was not subjected to the strain of negotiating and 
of speaking in English. 

16. In fact* the Iraqi amendments to the Memoranda were not as numerous 
or far-reaching as Nuri had imagined and at a meeting of the Cabinet and his 
Service Advisers on the morning of the 27th of March the Memoranda were 
substantially accepted. The Iraqis agreed to prolong the existing arrangements 
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for judicial immunity and customs privileges for British service personnel in Iraq 
until a new agreement should be reached on llie lines of the Status of Forces of 
Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty. They supported the Prime Minister in his 
earlier objections concerning the transfer of the Levies and the resettlement of 
civilians and on the question of sharing costs. They agreed where new installations 
would be necessary for British personnel to provide the land free of Charge an 
condition that the cost of building would be borne by Her Majesty’s Government. 
They objected to certain phrases particularly in paragraph 3 which gave the 
impression that organised British forces would continue to serve in Iraq, arguing 
(hat the only British personnel serving in Iraq after the rundown of forces had 
been completed would be to) technical personnel for the staging of aircraft in 
transit and for the maintenance of visiting squadrons and {h\ experts employed 
either to train Iraqi forces or help in llie installation of new defence works. On 
each of these matters agreement was readied in the form of a compromise. In the 
case of the Levies it w : as agreed that they should transfer on a voluntary basis. 
In respect of the civilians displaced at Habbamya, the Iraqi Prime Minister 
undertook by a separate letter to help the British Government in its proposals to 
make financial contribution for the resettlement of civilians and the vocational 
training of both civilians and Levies. The question of payment by Her Majesty's 
Government for new installations could not be resolved and bad to be shelved for 
mi hoc consideration at a later stage by using a formula which said that 
{paragraph 12 (/>}) “ where new installations are from time to time agreed 
to be necessary for the purposes of the Special Agreement in this 
Memorandum* the terms of their provision shall be agreed between the two 
Governments. 11 On the question of sharing costs of jointly used services it 
was agreed that each Government should be responsible for the operation and 
maintenance of immovable property in its ownership and that they should agree 
later on the apportionment of operation and maintenance costs of installation 
which served the needs of both Governments (Memorandum 2* paragraph (cl ). 
These matters were finally agreed on the evening of the 29th of March. 

17, On the 28th or March, the Chief of the General .Stuff on instruction from 
his Prime Minister, raised with me the question of the title of the Memoranda* 
In the draft Exchanges of Letters which covered them, the Memoranda were 
referred to as annexes. The Iraqi Cabinet did not like this word since an annex 
might well raise questions of principle going beyond the scope of the Agreement 
to which it was attached. General Rafiq Arif maintained that* as in the present 
case the Memorandum was purely explanatory, the word annex might be 
misconstrued. He urged the use of “ explanatory Memoranda/' This we had 
to resist since we could not envisage any title which might make the Memoranda 
appear of secondary importance to the Agreement but it was decided to use the 
word “ Memorandum " instead of ’* Annex f1 m the Exchanges of Letters. The 
motive behind this demarche whs of course Nuri Pasha's reluctance to support ihe 
Memorandum to his own Parliament By describing them as "explanatory 
Memoranda," which is what he actually did in his speech to the Joint Session 
of die Iraqi Parliament on the 30th of March, despite our refusal to employ this 
term* he still sought to make little of the details set out in the two documents, 
in order* I think, to give the greater importance to the benefits obtained by Iraq 
in the Special Agreement. 

18, One final hurdle now remained, I he question of timing which in a 
broader sense had beset us throughout ihe course of those negotiations again 
asserted itself in an acute form. The Iraqi Parliament normally meets at 10 a.m. 
Jocat time (7 a.m. GMT) whereas the House of Commons meets in the afternoon. 
Thus, if the Iraqi Prime Minister were to make his statement to the House at the 
usual hour it would become public property at the latest by noon—some hours 
before the Secretary pf State could make his announcement to the House. Nuri 
Pasha was very reluctant to put the Iraqi Chamber into a bad mood by changing 
their hour of meeting, Bu! after various exchanges of telegrams he eventually 
agreed on the evening of the 29th of March to make his statement to the Iraqi 
Parliament at 4 p.m, (I p.m, GMT) on the following day only some two hours before 
the announcement in the House of Commons. 

19, The texts of the Special Agreement and the two Exchanges of Lctlers 
and attached Memoranda were Initialled by the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and myself at midday on the 30th of March. We initialled at the same lime the 
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Exchange of Letters concerning help to the Levies and civilians at Habbaniya and 
a letter from myself to the Iraqi Prime Minister defining the word “ forces ” as used 
in paragraph 3 of the Memorandum concerning immunities. They were signed 
on the 4th or April. 

20. J have reported in my despatch No. 89 of the 16th of April the course 
of the Joint Session of the Iraqi Senate and Chamber of Deputies on the 30th of 
March in which they gave their consent to the signature of the Special Agreement 

21. By these agreements Iraq, in return for the removal of what were 
considered slurs on her sovereignty, gives substance to the conception of regional 
defence embodied in the Iraqi-Turkish Pact. Not only does she prepare to defend 
herself by strengthening her forces and by training them with our own but she 
agrees to joint planning and the advance preparation of warlike stores and forward 
airfields. On the assumption that it is a vital British interest to deny the Middle East 
to a possible Soviet aggressor by stemming his advance as far to the north as possible, 
this agreement is obviously of value to the British Commonwealth of Nations and 
to the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation as well as to Turkey in particular. It 
embodies, I think, the best terms we could expect to obtain, especially in view of 
the less favourable Anglo-Egyptian settlement of 1954* that it does so is largely 
due to the foresight and breadth of vision of Nuri al Said He realises that in the 
event of a general war the need of the Soviet command to deprive the West of 
the oil of Iraq and Arabia and their desire to push southwards athwart the Suez 
Canal would inevitably involve Iraq in hostilities. He sincerely believes that 
a Russian occupation would be a disaster for his country or. expressed in the 
most cynical terms, for the class and way of life which he represents. Unlike many 
another Arab politician, however, lie does not blink at these realities, Nor docs 
he surrender to the fact that many of his countrymen are not prepared to see reality 
so starkly. Instead, he has in the course of the last eight months so shaped the 
internal situation of Iraq—perhaps by not the most democratic of methods—as 
to make his views and policy acceptable. Thereafter he has sought the means to 
exploit the realities of the situation as he secs it. in the manner most beneficial to 
Iraq. By aligning Iraq with the West he has in his view obtained for her the best 
possible chance of defence against Soviet aggression, while demanding as the 
price of his co-operation the maximum possible help from ourselves land also, 
he hopes, from the United Slatesi in strengthening and preparing the Iraqi armed 
forces. 

22, Beneficial though the new agreements are to Iraq and to ourselves, l must 
repeat my previous anti emphatic warnings that we can have no certainty that 
they will necessarily prove to be lasting and durable. The disappearance of Nuri 
al Said from the political scene would certainly lessen the impetus which 
co-operation between Her Majesty's Government and the Government of Iraq 
has now received. It is likely that he would be succeeded by weaker men who may 
cither allow the Agreement't-o run its full five years and then denounce both the 
Iraqi-Turkish Fact and the Agreement, or even under pressure from the Left and 
from ultra-nationalist opinion both at home and in Syria and Egypt seek to 
denounce the Agreement in mid-term or frustrate its purposes. To such people 
Nuri Pasha has unfortunately left certain weapons ready to hand. In the first 
place he dissolved the Chamber of Deputies, which resulted from the election 
of June 1954, almost before it had convened, despite the fact that he enjoyed a 
majority of supporters in it. For it he substituted a Chamber obviously elected 
by rigging the polls. Nor, thereafter, did he pass llie Agreement through the two 
Chambers in the usual manner, as had been done in the case of the 1930 Treaty. 
Instead, he convened a Joint Session of both Houses before which he laid only 
the Special Agreement, withholding the Memoranda—this, despite the fact that 
he knew that the Memoranda would be laid before the House of Commons on 
the 30th of March and would he fully debated. True, he could and did maintain 
that the ratification of the Iraqi-Turkish Pact gave him authority to conclude 
special agreements with acceding States; and that the procedure adopted was 
discussed and approved by Parliament itself. True also, the Memoranda did not 
go further than the Special Agreement. But these acts of political timidity have 
left the Held open to would-be critics. 

23, The future of the Special Agreement as of the Iraqi-Turkish Pact is 
therefore far from automatically assured. It depends, as I have said before, on 
the continuing cordiality of our day-to-day relations with succeeding Iraqi 
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Governments. This in turn seems to depend on two factors. The first is (he 
ability of the Iraqi leaders to find, as they have not yet succeeded in doing, general 
public acceptance of their policies. If their internal policies do not enlist the 
sympathy of the population, it is unlikely that their foreign policies will be immune 
from criticism. Moreover, we have seen only too often weak Middle Eastern 
Governments which to divert attention from their shortcomings at home have 
adopted foreign policies based on the narrowest nationalism. 1 his course future 
Iraqi Governments will have to be continually encouraged to eschew. The second 
is that both the Iraqi leaders and population should be convinced that their general 
interest lies in observing and prolonging the Pact md the Special Agreement. 
To this end we musti I conclude, bend, our efforts to make it appear that both 
arc well worthwhile. We must ensure that Iraq receives aid in building up her 
armed forces. Further, we must aim at the gradual absorption into the Pact of 
the Middle Eastern and other Arab States. Iraq has now become a stone in the 
wall of defence against Soviet aggression but she is still a loose slone. needing 
both cementing into position and the support of other stones before the wall can 
be sound, 

24. In concluding this despatch 1 would like to place on record the gratitude 
! owe to Mr. E. F, \V. Besly, C.M.G.. who was sent out to act as my Legal Adviser 
for the duration of the negotiations; to Air Marshal Sir Claude Pelly, K.C.B.. 
C.BJE.. M,C.„ Commander-in-Chief Middle East Air Force; and to the members 
of the Middle Eastern Section of the British Defence Co-ordination Committee, 
who with my staff worked unremittingly in the drafting of the Memoranda, I am 
also particularly grateful for Ibc understanding, promptitude and forbearance with 
which your Department dealt with the many delicate and important issues which 
arose during five weeks of intense and difficult negotiation, 

25. I am sending a copy of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Representatives 
at Amman. Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, Tripoli. Benghazi, Ankara, Tehran, 
Washington, Parrs, Tel Aviv, the Head of the British Middle East Gfike, the 
British Political Resident, Bahrain, Her Majesty’s Consular Officers at Basra, 
Kirkuk, and Mosul and to the Air Officer Commanding, Royal Air Force, 
Habbaniya, 

I have. &c, 

MICHAEL WRIGHT. 
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VQ 1114/1 No, 10 

THE IRAQ BUDGET FOR 1954 

Sir Michael Wright to Sir Anthony Eden. {Received March 21) 

(No. 64 E. Confidential) Baghdad y 

Sir, March 13, 1953, 

With reference to my predecessors despatch No 107 E* (EQ 1115/ 2) of I he 
E9th of June. 1953* I have the honour to report that the Iraqi budget for the financial 
year 1954 has been passed by both Houses of Parliament and received the Royal 
assent on the 22nd of January, A translation of the general budget law is enclosed.O 

2. It will be noted that this budget is in respect of a financial year which has 
nearly ended. This is due to the political changes which took place in the first half 
of 1954, It will be recalled that the Government of Dr. Fadhil al Jamali, which 
assumed power in the autumn of 1953, was* for Iraq, unusually progressive, and 
its Minister of Finance, Abdul Kerim al Uzri, let it be known that he intended to 
introduce a land tax intended to fall most heavily on the big landowners, who 
constitute the richest element in the country but who hitherto have not had to 
pay any direct taxes on their land, Opposition to this measure became so strong 
in both Houses of Parliament, where the landowners had secure majorities, that 
when Dr. Jamah reformed his Cabinet in April, the Minister of Finance was 
transferred to the Ministry of Development and was replaced by Ali Miimtu/* 
who began to draft a budget on less controversial lines. However, the Jam ali 
Government resigned before his budget could be submitted, A caretaker 
Government held office for some months during elections, and although a new 
Government headed by Nun al Said came to power on the 3rd of August, 
Parliament was dissolved and further elections held in September. During all this 
time, and in fact until the passing of (he present budget law* the needs of 
Government departments, &c.* have been met by bi-monthly appropriations 
approved by Parliament on the basis of the 1953 budget law 

3. The passing of the 1954 budget law al the tail end of the financial year 
thus merely confirms actions already taken, but it was apparently const! tut tonally 
necessary before the 1955 budget could be submitted to Parliament This latter 
budget has in turn already been approved by Parliament* and received the Royal 
assent on the 31st of January* 

4. As was to be expected from a budget divorced from planning and merely 
confirmine routine appropriations already voted the 1954 budget does not call 
for any special comment as regards the votes for individual departments, 
Expenditure as a whole appears lo have got somewhat out of hand, and reached 
the high total of 1.0,57*609,370. The'Ministries of Health, Education and 
Agriculture received appropriate increases, but the lion's share went as usual to the 
Ministries of Defence and Interior and to the Police, which between them received 
no less than ID.23*515,600, or nearly 41 per cent, of the total. 

5. On the revenue side, there were increases in the section covering property 
tax. income tax* and stamp duty, due mainly to higher oil royalties. Customs and 
excise revenues were written up from l.D.15-5 million in 1953 to 1.DJ9 million in 
1954 in consequence of the continued expansion in imports, 

6 The budget shows a deficit or 1,D.9.097,370, which is presumably set off 
against the surpluses or 1.0.10^15,000 accumulated during the financial[ years 19>0, 
195 j and 1952 Although the budget of 1953 anticipated a deficit of 1.0.3,632,138, 
as reported in mv predecessor s despatch under reference, it now appears from 
statements bv the Minister of Finance that this deficit did not materialise, and That 
revenue and expenditure in 1953 approximately batanccd. 

7. The usual supplementary budgets of the Port of Basra, the Fao Bar 
Drcdginu Scheme, and Che Iraq Railway Administration, &c*. are enclosed as 
annexes to the main budget. 

Conies of this despatch are beirva sent to the Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department, the Development Division of the British Middle East Office, and 
the Treasury Representative at Cairo. 

I have, &c. 

MICHAEL WRIGHT. 
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VQ 1015/8 No. II 

LEGISLATION PASSED BY i HE 15th SESSION OF THE 
IRAQ PARLIAMENT 

Sir Michael Wright to Mr. Macmillan {Received June 13) 

% 

(No. J30. Confidential) Baghdad. 

Sir, June 7, 1955. 

I reported in my despatch No. 129 of the 1st of June that the Iraq Parliament 
adjourned on the 31st of May for the summer recess* which normally lasts until the 
1st of December, I now have the honour to forward a listO of the legislation 
passed by the Iraq Parliament during this session and lo offer my comments thereon. 

2. The present Parliament was elected in September 1954 under conditions 
which allowed the Prime Minister to choose a Chamber of his own supporters us 
the price of his agreement to take office. It is therefore not surprising that there 
has been no significant opposition in Parliament; indeed el has been rare during this 
15th session of the Iraq Parliament for there to be any hostile vote at all This lack 
of opposition has enabled the Government to govern, unlike the Government led 
by Dr, Fad hi! al Jamali in the autumn of 1953; and when a Government measure 
has been presented, it has ultimately been approved* Such minor proposals as have 
been presented for internal reform have, however, provoked opposition, Work in 
parliamentary committees has been very slow as a result of apathy and inefficiency, 
probably inevitable given the mediocrity of many of the Deputies and the illiteracy 
of some, 

3 For us the main significance of the session was of course the Government's 
success in foreign policy. The Speech from the Throne, which opened the session 
on the 1st of December. 1954. referred to ' 4 the strengthening of relations with other 
States on a basis not contrary lo the Charter of the United Nations " and to M the 
termination of the Anglo-lraqi Treaty," By the end of the session this had been 
achieved by the Pact for Mutual Co-operation between Iraq and Turkey* by the 
accession of the United Kingdom, and by the Special Agreement between Iraq and 
the United Kingdom concluded under that pact. The pact itself was presented to 
Parliament for ratification on the 26th of February and was approved after debate 
in the Chamber of Deputies by 112 votes to 4, while in the Senate only one Senator 
voted against. When the Special Agreement came up for approval on the 30th of 
March, the Prime Minister* despite the overwhelming support which he could 
expect from Parliament, decided to curtail the ordinary constitutional processes by 
calling a joint session of both Houses and seeing that their acceptance of it was 
unanimous. In particular he took the precaution of presenting to Parliament only 
the text of the Special Agreement itself and not of the accompanying memoranda 
although these had been made public in London. In maintaining unity on foreign 
policy throughout the session, the Prime Minister was assisted by the Egyptian 
propaganda campaign against Iraq, which defeated itself by its violence, and which 
rallied to him senior members of the Senate, including Salih Jabr, who had 
previously been estranged, 

4, Since Nuri took office last August, with Said Qazzaz as his Minister of (he 
Interior, there has been a ** strong " Government in the sense that no scope has 
been given to the extreme Opposition groups which were so active in Dr. Jam di’s 
day* The Government made its intentions clear during lhe autumn by a series of 
ordinances and these ordinances duly received, in the course of the session, the 
parliamentary approval which is required by the Constitution l hey establish 
close control by the Government of all forms of association, of the Press and of the 
professions. The Baghdad Penal Code has been amended to enable the Government 
to lake stricter measures against Communists and their sympathisers, and* if 
necessary, to deprive them of their Iraqi nationality* The Government look the 
opportunity to break off relations with rhe Soviet Union on the 3rd of January, 
1955, holding that it was inconsistent with their internal policy to maintain 
diplomatic relations with a Communist Power. Not aj] the sanctions for which 
these laws provide, have had to be applied, but Parliament has made it clear that 
it would endorse any action the Government felt itself compelled to take in the 
interests of internal security. 


51 * 87 ' 


(*) N'ot printed. 
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5- Nuri s formula far government includes good administration us well as 
poluica] firmness. The administrative measures which Parliament has approved 
have much assisted the over-worked and poorly-staffed Ministries iti Baghdad. 
During most of 1954 the Ministry of Finance was unable to authorise anv new 
expenditure as the 14th session of the Iraq Parliament had failed to pass the budget 
for die current year. The 15th session made good this deficiency and approved 
the budgets for 1954 and 1955, The variety of ad m migrative detail included in 
the list of legislation forwarded with this despatch is also indicative of the ability 
of the Ministries to get ahead with routine administration after the inefficiency of 
the previous two Parliaments, 

6. The Speech from the 't hrone in December 1954 spoke of " social justice ” 
and the need to improve the standard of living in Iraq, There was specific mention 
of the need to improve conditions in the rural districts and to distribute land to 
peasants The Speech from (he 1 hrone also promised to improve social standards 
) n ™ villages. The Government accordingly issued two ordinances dealing with 
land problems and their fate is a good Indication of the improbability of any serious 
rclorm receiving the approval of the present Parliament, largely composed iis it is of 
landowners. The first ordinance dealt with the notoriously backward province of 
Amani and proposed to take from the Shaikhs a proportion of the Government- 
owned land which they hold on lease and to distribute it to the peasants. This 
proposal* together with that to introduce taxation of land, was a main cause in the 
downfall of Dr. Jamah's first Minister of Finance, Saiyid Abdul Karan al Uzri, the 
leading reformist ol that Government. ^ Ihe present ordinance is a much milder 
measure than that which Saiyid Abdul Karim at Uzri proposed; nevertheless it met 
much opposition from the -Shaikhs and although the ordinance has received 
parliamentary approval it has been drafted in a wav that virtually prevents it beinu 
put into effect. The Ministry of Finance have accordingly taken no steps to set up 
the committees required to undertake the redistribution of lands and clearly intend 
tne ordinance to be shelved. The same opposition from landed interests also 
blocked effectively the second ordinance, which provided for the Government to 
reclaim for State purposes a percentage of the Government lands which had been 
leased or granted to private individual giving in return to the landlords permanent 
freehold tenure of the remainder. In Baghdad where this law operated to the 
beneht of the large landowners action was immediately taken under the ordinance 
in advance of parliamentary approval. The landed' interests in the provinces 
however which were adversely affected, succeeded in blocking the ordinance until 
they had won major concessions from the Government. The Government is itself 
intensely conservative in internal matters and Parliament has proved itself durine 
the session to be incapable of realising the need for any reform ir it is at the expense 
of short-term personal interest, 1 

1 am copying this despatch, less enclosure* to the Head of the British Middle 
East Office m Nicosia, 

I have. See. 

MICHAEL WRIGHT, 
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POSITION OF NURI SAID’S GOVERNMENT 

Sir Michael Wright to Mr. Mac milltm. {Received June 20) 


(No. J35. Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir, June IS, 1953. 

The end of the Ordinary Session of the 
Iraqi Parliament and the departure of the 
Prime Minister on holiday provide a 
convenient opportunity to review the 
position of the Government of General Nuri 
as Said after ten months in office, 

2, When Nuri Pasha came to power in 
August 1953, the administration of Iraq was 
drifting towards anarchy, He abruptly 
arrested this trend. By a series of Ordinances 
he reasserted the authority of the Govern¬ 
ment. He curbed the power for mischief of 
the political parties and the press alike by 
abolishing both; although some news pit pers. 
drastically reduced in number and much 
chastened, were allowed to reappear forth¬ 
with, Political parties remain in abeyance, 
Agitators from Communist “ front " 
organisation were made subject to the law 
declaring communism illegal and were 
imprisoned. Other agitators from schools 
and colleges were summarily called up into 
the army reserve* their privilege of defer¬ 
ment being abolished. The public in general 
accepted these measures. In particular* the 
land-owning and mercantile classes, who are 
beginning to reap the benefits of develop¬ 
ment work, welcomed them. There was* 
however, some concern when the 14th 
Majlis elected in June 1954 was summarily 
dissolved and a 15th Majlis elected in its 
place, completely subservient to the Govern¬ 
ment, This body lias dutifully served as a 
rubber-stamp and it is surprising that the 
Prime Minister has shown so little 
confidence in it. hesitating at times to use it 
to push through his policies, 

3. After the initial clean-up of the 
internal situation, the Prime Minister turned 
his attention almost exclusively to foreign 
affairs. In the course of three months 
(January- March) he negotiated the Bagdad 
Pact with Turkey and the accession of Her 
Majesty’s Government to it with a new 
Anglo-Iraqi Special Agreement, I have 
reported fully in earlier despatches on both 
these events. The Pad with Turkey and its 
implication that Iraq was committing 
hersdf to the Western Powers was received 
calmly, but with little enthusiasm. Turkey 


is still regarded with suspicion by many 
Iraqi Nationalists. The Special Agreement 
with the United Kingdom on the other hand 
was more welcome. For the accession of 
the United Kingdom to the Bagdad Pact 
was believed to counter-balance any 
pretensions which the Turks might have had 
as senior partners in the original bilateral 
Pact. Ae the same time* the Special Agrce- 
menl offered a solution to the vexed 
question of the future of Anglo-lraqi 
relations by dissipating once and for all any 
doubts as to the reality of Iraqi sovereignty, 
w r hile ensuring the continued defence of 
Iraq. For both these measures Nuri Pasha 
had full support from the Chamber of 
Deputies and strong support in the Senate. 
Jn particular Salih Jabr, leader of the 
former Popular Socialist Party, showed 
himself strongly in favour of both Ehe.se acts 
of policy, 

4. The Prime Minister had said when he 
returned from Turkey in October that it was 
his intention to remodel his Cabinet. Apart 
from appointing a Deputy Prime Minister at 
[he insistence of Ihe Palace he did not do 
so; but in view of the wide parliamentary 
support which he had received in his foreign 
policy, it was generally believed that he 
would broaden the basis of his Government 
in April, It was said on good evidence that 
he intended to appoint Salih Jabr Deputy 
Prime Minister and to allow him to run the 
Government during the summer months. 
At the same time, in order that Salih Jabr's 
former supporters might be encouraged, it 
was proposed to arrange for their election to 
some, if not all, of the eight new parliamen¬ 
tary seals which had been created as a result 
of the latest census figures. The Prime 
Minister never took me into his confidence 
on this subject and I do not therefore know 
how serious were his intentions. But in the 
even! no such important changes were made. 
The members of Salih Jabr's former party 
were probably not content with the eight or 
so seats which could be made available to 
them. They arc said to have demanded at 
least thirty. This number could not, how¬ 
ever, be made available without recourse to 
it fresh General Election, and the Prime 
Minister doubtless decided that to- have a 
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third General Election within the period of 
a year would be unwise. The eight parlia¬ 
mentary scats went accordingly to friends of 
the Prime Minister's dose supporters and it 
Was noticeable that, after a small internal 
reshuffle of the Cabinet in May Isee my 
despatch No. 112 of the ] E ih of May), Salih 
Jab if and his adherents, despairing of a 
“ deal ** with the Prime Minister, intensified 
I heir opposition to the Government particu¬ 
larly on matters of internal policy. Salih 
Jabr himself, while maintaining his support 
for the principles of Nun Pasha’s foreign 
policy, has been strongly critical both to me 
and to others of the way in which he had 
carried it out a ltd in particular of his failure 
to take Parliament into his confidence and 
to allow the Anglo-Iraqi Special Agreement 
and the letters annexed to it to pass through 
the two Chambers in turn in the normal 
constitutional manner This critical attitude 
may partly be due to the fact that his own 
failure when Prime Minister to secure 
adoption of the Portsmouth treaty still 
rankles in his mind. 

5- Rumours of the possibility of a broad- 
based Government including opposition 
elements, although followed by the disap¬ 
pointment of these hopes, led to a revival in 
political activity in April and May in the 
expectation that party life might within a 
reasonable period he resumed. A statement 
to the press by the Minister of Education 
on the 5th of May . encouraged this. There 
has in fact grown up a feeling among 
certain Iraqi politicians that Nuri. Pasha, 
having settled Iraqi foreign policy, has 
fulfilled his role, They believe or affect to 
believe that neither he nor the Ministers he 
has gathered round him are capable of 
giving the country the up-to-date internal 
administration and social reform which it 
requires. It is true that in Lbe past Nuri 
himself has shown little interest in internal 
affairs and his Cabinet is known to be widely 
divided on this subject. All this h grist to 
political aspirants and not only have Salih 
Jabr's partisans revived their activity, but 
Dr. Jamali and his friends have also taken 
up a position sharply opposed to the Gov¬ 
ernment on internal matters, Within the 
Government there is evidence that the 
Minister of Education and the Minister of 
Finance are now trying to group round 
themselves influential deputies in the belief 
that Nuri may retire from the scene and iluii 
their best chance of obtaining political 
power in that event is to have an organised 
following in the Chamber and the country. 
These under-currents arc barely discernible 


on die surface at present; but it is evident 
shat political activity and probably the 
demand for the formation of political parties 
will make itself felt in the autumn. The 
views of the Prime Minister himself on this 
subject, so far as they are known to me, are 
(hat parties have done more harm than good 
in the past, but that it might be possible to 
reintroduce party life if it could be ensured 
that it would be on a two-party basis as in 
the United Kingdom or the United Stales, 
Dr. Jamali* who has very little popular 
following, is not so anxious for a return to 
party politics preferring merely that a Gov¬ 
ernment should be nominated on a wider 
basis and a new Chamber of Deputies 
elected containing a more intelligent and 
younger cross-section of the community. 
The position of Salih Jabr himself is 
uncertain. Although his followers have 
intensified their activity, he has no far ntain- 
lL ined that he is doubtful about the wisdom 
of recreating his party* because he believes 
on past experience that when it comes to 
putting the two-party system into practice, 
neither Nuri Pasha nor his lieutenants will 
attempt to make the system work* but will 
go all out to obliterate any opposition party. 
But this is possibly a pose and if he were 
given the chance to lead a substantial party 
in opposition and later in power he might 
well relent. 

6, The summer is likely to pass with little 
political ferment.. The energetic measures 
taken against Communists and trouble¬ 
makers should ensure that. But the effect 
of such negative legislation is wearing thin 
politically and in any case it is scarcely a 
healthy foundation on which to build the 
future of the country. The policies of the 
Government, if it is to survive for long* must 
be such that at least a substantial section of 
the population find them acceptable. While 
this may now be true of the Government 
foreign policy, it can scarcely be said to be 
so of its internal policy. I ittlc has been 
done in the past ten months to improve the 
administration; little also, aside from the 
slow-moving and long-term activities of the 
Development Board* to improve the lot of 
ihe majority of the population. Now with 
the prospect of increased political activity in 
the autumn, the popularity of the Govern¬ 
ment may well depend on the energy with 
which the question of internal administra¬ 
tion and development are tackled. Many 
people feel that relying, as he does, on con¬ 
servative support in the Chamber, it is 
unlikely I hat the Prime Minister will attempt 
any far-going measures of social reform. 
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Indeed, he has said on various occasions 
that, lacking something better to pul in their 
place, he is unwilling to do anything to 
weaken the powers of the Shaikhs* He 
believes, however, that a policy of education 
and development can bring about a gradual 
improvement in the condition of the people 
and it is on this that he would be wise to 
concentrate. Up to the present the Develop¬ 
ment Board has, as one member of the 
Cabinet has said, “ completed almost 
nothing but schools and prisons and* under 
the present dispensation, our children 
graduate from the one to the other,' 1 The 
Prime Minister* however, intends to launch 
large schemes for housing and roads. He 
will need to accompany these with better 
educational facilities m the provinces and 
better sanitation and social conditions* 
Unfortunately* the Cabinet Ministers who 
deal with these subjects vital to the internal 
policy of the Government and (he economy 
of the country* are with few exceptions* ill- 
equipped for their jobs; although it is only 
fair to add that it would be hard io find in 
Iraq substitutes who are better qualified* 
The prospect is therefore not encouraging 
on the administrative side. It remains 
nevertheless true that the Prime Minister is 
probably the only man in Iraq who could 
force progressive policies through Parlia¬ 
ment and the administration and set them 
on a firm footing, 

7. I do not need to labour the importance 
to Her Majesty s Government of stability 
and progress in Iraq. Not only are we 
vitally interested in the production of her 
oil, but wc are now concerned to make her 
the huh of a Middle East regional defence 
system. To both these aims stability Is 
necessary. I was therefore glad that the 
Prime Minister refrained from holding 
elections for a new Parliament in the circum¬ 
stances described in paragraph 4 above* 
purely to secure a temporary political 
advantage. !ne\ itably, fresh elections would 
have given substance U> the claims made by 
I lie critics of the present Parliament that it 
was convened solely to place a rubber stamp 
on Nuri Pasha's agreements whh Turkey 
and ourselves; and this might have been 
used later as an excuse to detract from the 
validity of both agreements. But a fresh 
impetus to internal policy m the autumn* 
whether with a more broad-based govern¬ 
ment or not, is another matter and is clearly 
desirable. 

8. With this in mind, 1 have constantly 
tried to engage Nuri Pasha's attention In 
internal matters. Before he left for Turkey 


and London on the 2nd of June he assured 
me that he intended to return to Bagdad on 
or about the 15th of July for some weeks 
and to devote himself to preparation for 
internal reform in the autumn. I will do my 
utmost to hold him to this when he gets 
back. 

9, Meanwhile, t am endeavouring to take 
advantage in this connexion of the comple¬ 
tion of Lord Salter's Reporton the Develop¬ 
ment of Iraq* which was received at the end 
of May. On the face of it this report, while 
raising a number of controversial issues* 
might form a charter for development and 
to some extent, internal reform; and a mile¬ 
stone in the future of Iraq. I have 
accordingly suggested lo Nuri that he should 
set up a committee at ministerial level w 
study the report and to make recommenda¬ 
tions before October* I further suggested 
that he might invite, to serve on the com¬ 
mittee, prominent political figures who are 
at present outside the Government* and in 
particular sortie of those who are critical of 
the Government for failure to press forward 
more energetically with development and 
reform, I had in mind especially Salih Jabr 
and Dr. Jamali. 

10. When 1 first broached the matter with 
him. Nuri was non-committal and, it 
seemed lo me* unresponsive* But two days 
later he told me he had thought over the 
suggestion, and decided to pursue it. He 
said that he had already had a word with 
Dr Jamali, and would be willing to 
approach Salih Jabr also. I have myself had 
a long conversation with Salih Jabr since 
then* and he tells me he would be willing to 
serve on such a committee and indeed to 
support Nuri in a snore progressive internal 
policy if he will adopt one. 1 have also 
mentioned the possibility to the King, who 
welcomed it. Unfortunately Nuri left for 
fur key without having taken the necessary 
steps to bring the committee into being, and 
Salih Jabr may he leaving for two months 
holiday before Nuri returns in the middle of 
July. I intend* however* to take every 
opportunity to maintain the momentum of 
(he suggestion* 

! L Meanwhile I have also been doing my 
best in the background to promote wiser 
direction of activity on the pan of ihe 
Development Board. My first task within a 
few days of arriving here at the end of 
January was to overcome a last-minute 
attempt to shelve ihe appointment of 
Mr. I on ides as the British member on Lhe 
Development Board in succession to Sir 
Edington Miller* Mr. lonidcs arrived in 
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April and is settling well into the saddle. At 
the moment three lines of action are being 
pursued. First, Mr. Ionidcs is trying to 
secure certain administrative reforms which 
arc a necessary prelude to the more effective 
conduct of business. Second, an attempt is 
being made to accelerate the housing 
programme throughout the country, for 
which the money is already available. Third, 
the need is being pressed for the Board to 
devote more attention to short-term require¬ 
ments in each Liwa, I hope that at least 


something can be achieved, at any rate as 
regards the first two points, between now 
and the autumn, The third requires 
sustained concentration over many months. 

12. I am sending a copy of this despatch 
to the Head of the British Middle East 
Office, to Her Majesty's Consular officers at 
Basra, Kirkuk and Mosul, and to the Air 
Officer Commanding (Levant). 

I have, &c, 

MICHAEL WRIGHT. 
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VQ 1224/27 No. 13 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH IRAQ FOLLOWING THE TRANSFER 
OF COMMAND AT HABBANIYA AND SHAIBA 


Sir Michael Wright ro Mr. Macmillan. (Received July 231 


(No. 159, Confidential! Bagdad, 

Sir, hdy 19, 1955. 

The new Anglo-Iraqi Agreement was 
signed on the 4th of April, The transfer 
of command at Habbamya and Shaiba look 
place on the 2nd of May. 1 now have the 
honour to enclose a reportf 1 ) which the 
Air Officer Commanding (Levant) has 
kindly prepared for me indicating the 
progress made in the last two and a half 
months in implementing the agreement. 

2. The work involved has entailed 
complicated and detailed negotiations 
concerning phases of withdrawal, the 
reallocation of buildings, the financial 
payments to be made, and the beginning of 
joint training and planning. It has also 
included the potentially explosive problems 
of the disbandment of the Royal Air Force 
Levies, the absorption into the Iraqi Forces 
of those who wished or could be encouraged 
to apply, and the resettlement of others fin 
particular Assyrians) together with their 
families. For the latter purpose two land 
settlement schemes* as outlined in the 
enclosed report, are well under way. 

3* To handle these matters a chain of 
joint committees has been formed, consti¬ 
tuting a ladder of negotiations terminating 
at the top on the Iraqi side with the Prime 
Minister, who is also the Minister of 
Defence, and the Cabinet. 

4, E consider that the progress made 
reflects great credit on Air ViCe-Marthfli 
Brookes ;md his staff, as well as on the 
personnel detached from the British Defence 
Co-ordinating Committee for the purpose. 

5, I should also pul on record that the 
Iraqi authorities, first and foremost the 
Prime Minister,, who has given the guiding 
directives, and tit other levels the Minister 
of Finance, the Minister of the Interior and 
the Chief of the General Staff and his 
officers, have shown a conspicuous degree of 
friendship and co-operation. 

6, I must, however, enter at the same 
lime a strong note of warning. In the first 


place, there can be no assurance that Nuri- 
es-Said will necessarily continue to preside 
over this or some other Government for an 
indefinite period. If Nuri were to go, a 
Government under any of the more obvious 
successors, such as, for instance, Salih Jabr, 
Ahmad Mukhtar Baban ? Najib Rawi,Fadhil 
Jam all Ali Mumtas or Dhia Jaafar or a 
number of others (these names are not given 
in Einy order of likelihood! would probably 
continue the main lines of his foreign policy, 
and in particular support ihe Bagdad Pact 
and the new Anglo-1 raqi Agreement, But 
without the strong hand and guiding impulse 
Of Nuri the drive might be lost. Moreover, 
it is always possible that under the impact 
of some upsurge of internal discontent* a 
fundamentally well-disposed Government 
might be forced to take a more narrowdy 
nationalistic line or that a nationalist 
Government with altogether different ideas 
might sooner or later emerge. This is an 
argument in favour of consolidating the 
new agreement and our general relations 
with Iraq, and putting them on as firm a 
basis as possible while Nuri Pasha is still in 
power. Second, it must be appreciated that 
the financial arrangements consequent upon 
the taking over by Iraq of overall respon¬ 
sibility of command at Habbaniya and 
Shaiba require to be passed by Parliament, 
which does not meet again until the 1st of 
December. When it comes to voting the 
money for the purchase of installations and 
so forth there is always the possibility of 
opposition. Third, the question of free 
arms aid, and in particular the equipment 
of the Iraqi armoured division, has not yet 
been settled. Until it is so* a large 
question-mark must hang over the scene. It 
will be particularly unfortunate if it has not 
been resolved by the time the new Parliament 
meets and has before it ihe financial impli¬ 
cations of the handover. These involve not 
merely the payment of considerable sums to 
Her Majesty's Government but the voting 
of increased annual credits to maintain 
Habbaniya and Shaiba at British standards, 
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Fourth, we must bear firmly in mind that 
the continual ton of support by public 
opinion in Iraq of the new agreement is 
essentially dependent upon the course of 
general relations between Britain and Iraq. 
It these should become Severely strained on 
some extraneous issue, such as Palestine, 
the agreement would be in jeopardy, 

7 I am sending copies of this despatch 
to the Air Officer Commanding, Royal Air 


Force (Levant), Habbamya* to the Head of 
the British Middle Hast Cilice, and to Her 
Majesty's Representatives at Ankara, Cairo, 
Beirut, Damascus and Jedda and to the 
United Kingdom High Commissioner at 
Karachi. 

1 have, &c. 

MICHAEL WRIGHT. 
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VQ 1015/1 No. 14 

FORMATION OF NEW GOVERNMENT ON DECEMBER 17, 1955 


Sir Michael Wright to Mr. Seiwyn Lloyd. {Received January 2 , 1956} 


(No. 283, Confidential) Baghdad, 

Sir, * December 24, 1955^ 

In my telegram No. 1048 of the 3nth of December 1 reported the resignation 
of the Iraq Government on the 17th of December and the formation of a new 
Government by Say id Nuri el Said, later the same day. 

2. The three new Ministers are Say id Abdul Rassul al Khalisi (Personality 
No. 22 of the Leading Personalities in Iraq, 1954», Minister of Social Alt airs; Dr. 
Abdul Amir Allawn (Personality No. 31. Minister of Health: and Sayid Munir al 
Qadhi, Minister of Education, A Personality Note on Say id Munir al Qadhi is 
enclosed. 

1 These Cabinet changes had been the subject of rumour for some time. 
It was known that (he Prime Minister intended to get rid of the Ministers of Social 
Affairs and Health and Say id Abdul Majid Mahmud, None of these had improved 
his reputation during his term of office and all were commonly considered to have 
been involved in dishonest practices. A switch-over had also been contemplated 
between the Ministers of Education and Finance, There had been complaints 
against the Minister of Finance both on the grounds that he held up State business 
and also because it was said that* while personally honest in so far as (he finances 
of the Stale were concerned, he had nevertheless used his ministerial position to 
his own benefit* notably by land purchases, The Minister of Education, on the 
other hand, though known to be strictly honest, liad incurred the displeasure of 
many of the Shia Muslims by hh appointments in the Ministry of Education and 
had also landed himself and the Prime Minister in trouble with their supporters 
by his closure of a number of schools in the provinces and his failure to keep his 
promises to open technical agricultural schools in their place This switch-over 
could noL however, take place because the Minister of Development decided at this 
juncture to hand in his resignation. It was said by his friends that he had been 
disappointed at having been transferred to the Ministry of Development from the 
Ministry of Justice in November (my despatch No, 258 of November I8i. As the 
Prime Minister had not expected this move, he w r as temporarily disconcerted and 
what had been intended as a minor Cabinet reshuffle now assumed more important 
proportions. On the 15th, 16th and 17th of December there were many hurried 
consultations and (he original plan had to be modified by putting the outgoing 
Minister of Finance into the Ministry of Development and not into the Ministry 
of Education* and by finding a suitable candidate for the Ministry of Education, 
The choice for this job fell on Munir al Qadhi who had been for some time head of 
the Cabinet offices. Say id Munir is a respected man and, like his predecessor, a 
Sunni He was for many years connected with the teaching of law in the Baghdad 
Law School. He is* therefore, not a stranger to educational affairs, but* at the 
same Lime* he is not a particularly strong character. Sayid Dhia Jaafar, on tire 
other band, should make a good and vigorous Minister of Development. 

4, The present changes will not, on the whole, add any particular strength 
to Nuri Pasha \ Cabinet, but, by the addition of three men who are known to be 
honest, they will remove from it the taint of dishonesty with which some of its 
former members were tarred- This is particularly necessary if it is the serious 
intention of the Prime Minister to attempt to deal with corruption in the Civil 
Service, 


5. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Political Office with the Middle 
East Forces, 


1 have, Ac. 


MICHAEL WRIGHT 
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Munlr al Qajjhi 

A Sunni of Ba^hcLid of the well-known Qadhi family, born about 1895. 
Joined Government service in November 1917, Served many years as Assistant 
Professor of Law at the Law College, Baghdad, and in 1941 was appointed a 
Professor and in 1946 Dealt of the Law 1 College 

In July 1952 he was made Acting Head of the Diwan of the Council of 
Ministers, This appointment was confirmed on the 1st of April, 1954. He still 
holds this job. 

He is also President of the Iraq Academy. 

Munir at Qadhi is not brilliant but he has a large experience of the law and 
enjoys a reputation for probity and steadiness. 
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VQ 1902/2 


No, 15 


IRAQ: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Sir Michael Wright to Mr, Macmillan, {Received July IS) 


(No* 154* Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir, July 12, 1955. 

With reference to Sir John Trout beck's 
despatch No. 126 of the Uth of June, 1954, 
l have the honour lo transmit my annua! 
report on the Heads of Foreign Missions 
in Bagdad. 

2. There has been a considerable change 
in the Heads of Mission during the past year 
and I have therefore Ehought it advisable 
to re-write the report* 

I have, &c, 

MICHAEL WRIGHT. 


Enclosure 

Annual Report un Heads uf VlLiiun 

i Passages marked with an asterisk are reproduced 
from previous reports.) 

Afghanistan 

Abdul SitTiuid IChan, Minister (May 29 + 1932). 
Abdul Samad Khan has served in London, Paris 
and Rome and before coming to Bagdad was 
Permanent Undw*Secretajy in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, He is also accredited to Amman, 
Beirut and Damascus. 

Ho speaks Log.Ls.ti and French and is a friendly 
and cultivated colleague l-fis main circle of 
acquaintances m Bagdad is confined to the keen 
bridgcployers- 


Belgium 

There is si ill no Belgian Minister accredited in 
lray. The present Charge d'Affaires is a Second 
Secretary, Monsieur Joseph Lodewyck. 


China tNuttumdiM) 

.Shen Yusb. Charge d'Affaires (January L 1931). 

I have no relations vs bili Him. 

"He is a friendly Little South Chinese who was 
Head of the South-East Asia Section of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in the last days of the Nanking 
regime. He is imirried, but neither he nor his wife 
is of much significance- (Written in 1953 ) 

Dm mark 

George Lyngbye Host, Minister (November 3. 
1933 ), 

M. Host resides in Cairo and the Legation here is 
run by M, F. E. Lysto, Commercial Counsellor. a 
large and energetic Scandfnmvian, who nssumed 
direction as Chargd d'Affaim on January 27, 1935, 


Egypt 

iunlit] Ismail Qatarmsb, Ambassador tApril IS, 
1954). 

A ^radLtaie of the Cairo School of Law < 1 927). 
Taufjq Datum ish served in Consulates and Missions 
in Manchester. New- York. Berlin and elsewhere 
before the war. He became Consul-General in New 
York in 1945 and was subsequently First Secretary 
and in 1950 Counsellor at the Egyptian Embassy 
in London. From 1953 until His appointment to 
liaedad. he served in the Egyptian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, 

Taufiq Qatamish is unmarried, He speaks good 
English. Despite the difficulties between his country 
and Iraq in recent months, lie has remained 
personally popular wish the Iraqi authorities He is 
an inlcJIige&t and interested observer of Iraqi affairs 
and is candidly critical both of the sHoncomines of 
the Iraq Government and the excesses. of his own 
military masters. An affable figure in Bagdad 
society. He seems genuinely friendly to British 
interests and claims to have been very happy in 
England, 


France 

Pierre Louis Comte dc Vriucdlcs, Ambassador 
t December 15. 1954). 

Monsieur dc Vmicelles was born in 1907. entered 
the French Foreign Service in 1932, served in 
Bucharest, Berlin and Budapest (for the Vichy 
Government from October 1940 lo July 1943). 
From 1943 He was unemployed, spending the war, 
according to Ids Free French Counsellor, upon his 
estates in Normandy. Hi*, wife's family owns or has 
interests in the Chateau Filhat vineyard. He has 
five young children. 

Monsieur de VauccJles Ls a Norman aristocrat. & 
practising. Catholic of Right-wing sympathies. A 
quiet and melancholy man, but of amiable 
disposition. Although undoubtedly intelligent, he 
gives the impression of being greatly bewildered by 
the novelty of Bagdad. Neither l He paliueal nor 
social climate of Iraq is likely to appeal 10 him, Of 
for that matter to any other Preach Ambassador. 


Germany (Federal Republic) 

Wilhelm Melchers, Minister (September 19, I953t 

*Dt. MelcHcrs iii Doctor oF E.,,evv and a career 
diplomat. He opened the German Legation here in 
September, 1953, i Written in 1954.) He served in 
Atkiis Ababa in 1930 rind subsequently in Haifa. 
Tehran and Tokyo. He was in the Cmnun Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in 1939 and was employed in the 
transfer of Rashid Alt front Berlin to Southern 
Germany in April. 1945. 

Dr, Mdchers speaks French and English. He 
married in April, 1953, He and his wife try to be 
friendly, correct and straightforward but 1 think they 
do not entirely succeed in achieving ihis object. 


Holy See 

Monscifncur Armand Etienne Rlanquct du 
Chayla, Apostolic Delegate (November 20. 1948). 
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Monscigneur tlu CEluyla, Latin Archbishop of 
Bagdad. a Frenchman and a member of the Carmelite 
Of tier. wy?. appointed Apostolic I'Jekplo in 1948, 
He is a cousin of Iho French Ambassador tn Cairo. 

A courtly and cultivated lieure whom it is a 
pleasure to meet and who gives the impression of a 
Cardinal rwmjuc, He is outspokenly tired of this 
country and frank]) critical of the short-comings of 
its people-. Aristocratic and fastidious, he has not 
taken kindly to Iraq. His health is indifferent. 

His diplomatic status has been under discussion 
with the Iraq CiiwernnKnt for many years but has 
not yet been recognised, 

Indonesia 

Mahmud Laljuha, Minister (July 16. 1451] 

Monsieur Laijuba is rarely in Bagdad, residing 
m Tehran where he is also accredited. The l.egaiion 
here is usually in charge of a Second Secretary, 

Italy 

Michele Lanza, Minister (November 17, 1 954) 

Monsieur Lanza served in London .is Third 
Secretary before the war. and during the war in 
Berlin, Before his appointment to Bagdad he was 
head of (he Trieste department at his Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

M Lanza is u Monarchist by sympathy. En 
younger days a sporting and lively person, he drove 
a car for a bet frdm Malan to London in 24 hours 
and fought u duel with a Fascist He is still an 
active and vigorous pcrseiufftiy. He is friendly and 
straightforward, His wife also :s lively and 
amusing. enjoying parties. They have a grown-up 
daughter who was “ finished ’* in the United 
K ingdom. 

Jordan 

Abdulla aTZumtk.il. Minister (April 145511. 

Mr, ZuTBifcal was Charge d 'Affaires from 
January L 1952, until he was appointed Minister 
this year. 

A pleasant and friendly person, speaking some 
English. He docs not appear to be very' active cither 
socially or politically His wife, who appears in 
mixed society, also speaks English. 

IdtUOB 

Kazim al Solh, Ambassador (November J. W53). 

Karim a I Solh is a cousin of the leue Rbd ul Soih, 
formerly Prime Minister of (he Lebanon, Born 
ablaut 1403, a Sunni Moslem of Beirut, he is u 
graduate of the Damascus Law Jk'hoo! He started 
life as a journalist,, but his; newspaper was suspended 
by the French. He later organised a small but 
iji fluent hi ] Nationalise (but not anti-British) political 
psiny, Nid,i at Qiwmi. 

tic speaks good French and some English, His 
wife docs, net appear m mixed society and spends 
nearly 4 lII her time in Beirut He himself goes 
frequently to Beirut fur lung periods and lias political 
aspirations there, When in Bagdad he moves freely 
in Iraqi society .md has shown considerable political 
activity in the traditional Lebanese role of medliuor. 
He is not a clever man but mi gin be pleasant if he 
were not so tircsotndy pompous and prokhniaire. 

Netherlands 

F J Baron Lewc Van Adu&rd. Charge 1 d’AfFairev 
(July 25, 14541. 

Baron Van Aduard came to Bagdad from The 
Hague, having served previously rn Japan 

An earnest and friendly man. anxious id maintain 
dose cool an with this Embassy and to be helpful 
to us If be can. His wife is a rather striking Pole, 
who paints very well They both speak English. 


Persia 

Hussain OhodS'Nukhuj. Ambassador fNovember 
24, 1953), 

M, Gbod> was Ambassador in Bagdad in 1951 
and 1952. He was removed by Dr. Musaddiq and 
was hospitably received in (he United Kingdom, for 
which he is abidingly grateful. He was appointed 
to Bagdad again after Dr. Muradiiq's downfall, 
M Goods has served in his own Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and id Washington, London and 
Smyrna, He was in London during the war. 

I te speaks English fluently and his wife quite well- 
His son ts at Hailey bury and he is said to be seeking 
British nut tonality for him. He is a co-operative and 
welUliiposed colleague and entertains well and 
generously, He writes both prose and verse in 
English as well as Persian, 

Saudi Arabia 

Abdulla jE KhaiyaL who was Minister from 1947, 
left Bagdad in June 1955, and has not yet been 
replaced. 

Spain 

Pedro E. Schwartz Diaz-Flores, Ambassador 
(November |2. 1953). Dean of the Corps, 

M. Schwartz joined the Spanish Diplomatic 
Service in 3 912. Ha served as Consul at Genoa, 
Quito and Bayonne, became Consul-General at 
Montreal in 1939, later loot charge of the Spanish 
Missions in Caracal and Ciudad Trujillo, and before 
his present appointment was Consul-General at 
Antwerp. When the Spanish Legation here became 
.in Embassy. M. Schwartz presented his letters ns 
Eirst Ambassador on November 12, 1953. 

M. Schwartz is difficult to converse with, as both 
his English and his French :ire poor. He is sensible 
and affable but lias little to do except play bridge. 
Though his wife speaks no English and little French, 
she makes an agreeable impression. 

Switzerland 

Franz Kappder. Minister (February 24, 1951). 

The Minister resides in Tehran and the Legation 
In Bagdad is conducted by M. Jacques Mullet. First 
Secretary, a dull and pompon* person, who is 
married and speaks good English, He Is on the point 
of departure. 

Syria 

Dr. Ilaidur Murdum Bey, Minister (April )&. 
1954), 

Bom about 1905, a member of a leading Damascus 
family ansi a -cousin and bfothcrm-law of the former 
Prime Minister. Jamil Mur dam Bay. Haidar Mar-Jam 
studied law in France and was Private Secretary to 
King Faisal when he was King of Syria. He 
subsequently held posts in the Administration during 
the French Mandate and was Governor of various 
Syrian Provinces, On the termination of the 
Mandate ire transferred to (be Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, first as Head of Protocol and later served as 
Syrian jM mister in Jedda and Rome where he was on 
good terror with Mur Majesty’s Ambassadors. 

Haidar Mardam fky speak-. French and a tittle 
English He Ex pleasant enough if no! very 
intelligent and. Uke his Lebanese colleague, inclined 
on occasions to he liresomely pratocatahe. Hit wife 
i-. a Syrian < hriuiurt lady find hi-- son is beirtg 
educated in the Untied Kingdom. 

Take) 

Genera! Muzaffcr Gbkcenin. Ambassador 
I November 17, 1954). 

Bom at Mon astir in 1889, As a cavalry officer in 
Palestine in the first world war, he wax taken 
prisoner by the British. After the Turkish War of 
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Independence and aviation courses at Smyrna and in 
France, he became Director of Flying at the Aircraft 
School at Eskischir from 1927 until 1947 From 
1947 until 1949 he was Air Under-Secretary in the 
Ministry of Defence. In 1950 h. became Com- 
nmnd-cr-in-Chief o( the Turkish Air Force. He 
resigned on account of a dispute thorn the Air Force 
budget for I9J3--54, In 195.1 he was appointed 
Governor of Izmir. 

M. Gbkj-.cnin has- bad no diplomatic experience. 
He is having to team the hard way. especially as Jus 
staff are also not very bright. He 1 5 further 
handicapped by a slight impediment in speech and 
by the (act lhai he speaks little English and no 
Arabic, und his wife nothing but Turkish, Neverthe¬ 
less. he is energetic, conscientious and tries hard. 
He proved to be a communicative and hdpful 
colleague during the negotiations for the Iraqi- 
Turkish Fad and he is a reliable friend of Britain. 

United .Slates 

Mr. VYaidemai- J, Gall man. Ambassador (Novem¬ 
ber 3. 1954). 

Mr. Gallman was born in 11594 ip WcIJsville. New 
York, He graduated B,A, at Cornell University in 
1921. sgrtf.ni a year at Georgetown University Law 
School 'and joined the State Department in 1922. 
He served in Cuba. Costa Rica. Ecuador. Latvia 


and Poland [n 1942 he became Consul in London 
where he was later promoted to be Counsellor and 
Minister. He was Ambassador to Poland from I94S 
to 1950, spent a year at the Untied Slates War 
College, from there he was appointed Ambassador in 
South Africa. 

An amiable, equable, loyal and helpful colleague 
wiih whom it is -i pleasure to wpih and who believes 
whole-heartedly in close eo-ope radon between 
Britain and llie United Scales through-on 1 the world. 
His wife s'agreeably simple, sincere and unaffected. 
They bn9h take a very friendly interest in people 
and life in Iraq. They have two sons. A keen tennis 
player, 

Mlfirirjns \ err edit id in fratj withuui Representatives 
Reside itl in Bagdad 

The following countries are represented by 
Ministers residing in the capitals shown : 

Norway (Ankara). 

Sweden (Tehran). 

Greece (Beirut), 

Austria (Cairo). 

Ethiopia (Cairo). 

Mexico C Beirut), 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
VQ IQI2/J Nl\ 16 

LEADING PERSONALITIES IN IRAQ 

Mr,, Hooper to Mr. Macmillan, t Received April 10) 


(No, 192. CunlldcniEah Bagdad. 

Sir, September 7. 1953. 

With reference to my despatch No, 148 
of the 7th of July, 1954* I have the honour 
to transmit to you herewith a report on 
leading personalities in Iraq in September 
1955, 

I have, &e. 

R. W, J. HOOPER, 


Enclosure 

Index 

Leading t’cKoulitki in Iraq 
Koval Family 

1, King Faisal IT. 

2. Abdul liiili, His Rojj.1 Highness (he Amir, 
X Ziid, His Royal Highness [be Amir. 

4, Ifu-tain Nasit, Sharif. 

Other PtTMjnuliliV? 

t. Abbas AM Glia kb < Major-General l. 

2. Abbas Mahdi. 

3, Abdul Amir Allawi iDr.J. 

4. Abdul! Amir a I Lhrt. 

5, Abdul Ghani al Dalli. 

6. Abdul Hadi al CTmlabi. 

7, Abdul Hadi a] Dhahir. 

S. Abdul Hadi al Pacha chi (Dr), 

9. Abdul Huh Hafidh (Dr.), 
tO. Abdul Jabtar a I Chalabi, 

It. Abdul Jabhar FahmE C.B.E, 

12. Abdul Jab-bar Jommard (Dr.), 

1.1. Abdul Karim at LJzri. 

14. Abdul Mahdi (Saiyid). 

3 5. Abdul Majid Abbas I Or. I, 
lb, Abdul Majid Alfawi, C B E. 

17, Abdul Majid Mahmud. 

15, Abdul Majid Qjsiab. 

19. Abdul Mtitialih Amin al Hashimi. 

20. Abdul Oadir at GailanL 

21. Abdul Rahman J audit. 

22. Abdul Rasul al Khalisi. 

23. Abdul Ra/J-aq at Dhahir, 

24. Abdd Wabhsh Mahmud, 

25. Abdul Wafrhab Muran. 

26 Abdullah Bukr. 

27, Abdullah Damluji (Dr.). 

2S-. Abdullali Ouvwib, 

29, Ahmad ;d Ajil id Yawir (Shaikh). 

30, Ahmad Mukhtar Bahtin, 

31, Ahmad al Rawi. K.BE, 

32, Afcrani Mushflaq. 

33, All Haidar Suldimun. 

34, Ali JaLtJni nt 'Ayyubi 

35, All Khalid al Hcjuzi, C.B.K. 

36, Ali Mahmud Shaikh Ali. 

37, Ali Mumia/ a I Da ban. 

1*718 6] 489*52 


3L Ali ui Sufi (Dr.). 

39, Alt a I Sliatqi, 

41), Arkan Abidi 

41. Ar&had al Uniari. k.LJ.E, 

42. Au Amin, 

43. Baba Ali Shaikh Mahmud (Shaikh). 

44. Buhauddin Nuri, 

45. BurbanudJin Bashayan, 

46. Darwish a! Hnidari. 

47. Daud til Haldari, 

48. Dhia fa far (Dr.). 

49. Fadhil Jamaii (Dr,), 

50. Faiq Samarrai. 

51. Fakhn Jamil al Fuktari. C’.R.E, 

52., Rikhri Tabvu^ehuli. 

53. Ghazi Muhammad Fadhil a I Daghcsinm 

C.V.O. (Brigadier). 

54. Hashim Javrad, 

55. Hussain Mnkki Kbatnmas, 

5b. Ffassan Sami Talar 

57, H:i»uiii ,j| Suhail (Shaikh). 

58, Hassau al Talahani (Shaikh!., 

59, Hu-sib al Rubnii (Major-General). 

60, Hiknuii Stilamian. 

63. Husamuddui Jumaa. 

62, Hussain Jamil. 

63, Ibrahim Akif al Alusi, 

64. Ismail Sa(wa), 

65. Jalal Baban, 

66, in mil Biban. 

67. Jama) Vmar Nadhmi 

68. Jamil Abdul Wahbak 

69, Jamil Madfai. 

70, Jamil al UrfalL 

71. Jus-. j nt Muhammad Shahir (Colonel). 

72 K.ti.thini Abadi (Brigadier). 

73. Kamil alChadirchi, 

74. Khalil Ismail. 

75. Khalil Jamil (Major-General), 

76. Khalil Kama. 

77. Mahmud 1 Shaikh Said (Shaikh). 

78- Majid Mustafa, 

79. Mar Shi mum iHis Beatitude?), 

80. Mudhaffnr Ahmad, QBE 
Si. Si ii ham mad Alt ul Chalabi. 

82. Muhiimmad Ali Mahmud, 

83. Muhammad Hassan Kubba, 

84. Muhammad Hainan Salman (DrO. 

85. Muhammad Fhdid. 

86. Hub's mmad Mahdi a I Jawahiri. 

87. Muhammad Mahdi Kuhba. 

88. Muhammad Ridhti Shnbib, (Saiyid}. 

89. Muhammad al Sadr (Saiyid). 

90. Muhammad Shafiq al ’Am, 

91. Muhammad Siddiq Shrnslul. 

92. Muhammad Salim al Radhi. 

93 Mulla A^UMafa. 

■94 Mu mi Shu bandar. 

95. Mustafa al L'miri 

96. Muzahim Amin al padiachi, 

97. Nad hi ( Shawl, 

98 Niidiru Shakir al Pachachi (Dr). 

99, Niiji al A hi I (Dr). 

100. Naji Shaukat, 

101, Nnjib al Rawi, 













102. Xajib al Rubab (Major-General). 

103. Navrat a! Farisi 

104. Sjjrs uJ Qadhi. 

ms, Suri Sa'id, G.CM.G,, G.C.V.O. D$0. 

106. \u uicklin Mahmud, 

107, Rafail Petris Bulls 

mS. Rafiu ‘Arif ,d Qauriaqclii. K.0.I i Major- 
General). 

109, Rashid Ali al Gaiiani. 

I It). Rauf a I BihrunE. 

111. Rauf a I Oiadirchl. 

112. Ri^iE'i dl Ativah iHujij 

113. Rusftdi al Ghalabi. 

314, Sa'ad Umir. 

115. Sadiq al Bjisam. 

116. Said Qazzn/. 

117. Saleh Haidar (Dr,h 
MS. Saleh iibr. K.B-E. 

I l Lf Saleh Saih al JubtarrL 

120. Saleh Zakki Taufiq i B:ig.sdia:;i 

121 Sami Fallah. 

122. Sami Sh&wiflt. 

123. Shakir Maher. 

124. Shakir al Wadi. M.V.O. 

3 25- Shawkal at Zahawi (DrJ. 

126. Tj-u at HashemL 

127, Tahsln Qadri. K.C.V.O, O.B.E. 
lift. Tariq a I Aikari. 

129. Taufiq al Mukhtar. 

130. Taufiq al Naifo, 

131. Taufiq Suwaidi. 

132. Tauliq Wdhbi Ma'ruf, C.fLE, 

133. Umar Nadhmi, 

134. Yahya Oavsim. 

US. Yusuf Abdullah at Gjilan; (Saiytdh 
136. Wa}ih ¥uni$. 


The RuvjiI Fuaiilh 
L King Faisal II 

Barn in Bagdad m 2nd May* 1935, the son of King 
Gliazi and ;i >iq;r of the Amtr Abdul llah. He 
succeeded to die throne on the deaih of his father on 
3rd April, ]9?9. 

During the Rashid Alt rebellion in May 1941 be 
artd hi.* ninthsi were at Firm confined at Quir Zu'mrr 
oa the outskirts- of Bagdad bui were removed to the 
simmer palace at Pir Mum just before the collapse 
and flig' - ; of the rebel Government. 

lbs, early cJitLalion was directed bs an English 
cneiness who wu succeeded by an English tutor m 
Hft, In 1947 he went n> SandroyJ Preparatory 
.School ,mJ rate cJ Harrow, hss fathers old school, iii 
Majt 1949, Me spent Lhc summer holidays of [94g 
ami the Easier holidays of 1950 in Iraq, In 1950 
he was given a notably warm welcome by the pcopte 
and the Opportunity was taken for him to visit a 
mimhei oi important provincial centres, He came 
to Iraq in the autumn of 1^50 with his mother and 
returned to Marrow seven weeks after her death in 
December 1950, 

I he King did not return to Iraq again Until 
December 1951. when lie spent the winter holidays 
in Bagdad. He suffered most or the time front 
asthma, to which lie has. a tendency* and was unable 
to take part m public life. Returned to Harrow for 
the Filter term 1951 Visited the Ur tied. States in 
August 1452, Returned to Iraq in October 1952, 
Visited Kuwait in April 1953 and acceded to the 
Throne in May 1953, Appointed a GC.V.O, in 
1952. In 1955 granted an Honorary Commission 
in lhc R.A-F. wilh lhe rank of Air Vice-Marshal 
1955 Stale visit to Turkey, 

He is intelligent and well-mannered and is very 
popular in Iras] His health appears to he improving, 
though hU popularity has declined somewhat since 


the unreasonably high hopes which accompanied tus 
nmssjon hast not been realised. Politically he is 
stii! very much in the hands of his uncle, the Crown 
Prince. 

2. Ahead lllh, HL* Royal liighntws lhc Amir 

Born in the Hejai tn 1912, the only son of the late 
King Ali, ex-King of the Hejai, He came to Bagdad 
with In* father in 192b after Jbn Sued had cupelled 
the latter Irani the Hejuz. He was educated privately 
and at V ictoria College. Alexandria. He beams 
Regent on the death of his cousin King Chari in 
April 1939 and remained Regent until lhc Accession 
of King Facial 11 in May 3 453. 

During the Cabinet crisis of January 1941 which 
led io the full of Rashid Ali's Cabinet* he 
endeavoured to resist the Prime Minister's demands 
for ihc appointment of new Ministers, but lied to 
Diwaniyah to escape the Lhre-jts n i has Life made by 
four army officers 5alah-uiE*din Sabbugh. Kamil 
Shab:b. I ahnai Said and Maims llJ Salman. Rashid 
Ah thereupon resigned and Taha al Hash!mi 
succeeded him, The Amir then returned to the 
capital. 

During the night of IsL April ihe four army officers 
already mentioned occupied Bagdad with theiMroops 
and wem (o the Palace 10 demand the resignation of 
I'aha j 1 Hashimi ar.d the appointment of Rashid A Si 
as Prime Minister, The Amur was. however, warned 
in time, eluded them and look refuge in the American 
Legation I'hL-ncc he wa* smuggled to Habbaniya 
on 2nd April and flown to Basra. On inslruction's 
from fl.nmid. (be Officer Commanding. Iraq Army, 
at Basra ,Htempted to arrest the Amir, who took 
rdi:-v :i ^.urd ul o:i.‘ .■! Hjs ■dn|w. 3^ 

now any hope Of rallying support for In* citise in the 
soulh hid been lost. On 161 it A|tti 1 he was flown to 
Jerusalem, together with Ali Jaudat and Jamil 
M.idfai. who had meanwhile joined him at linsra, 
During the hostilities in May. the Amir remained 
in Palestine He returned to Bagdad on 1st June, 
after the collapse of Rashid Alt's regime and was 
welcomed by a large gathering of officials, notables 
and well-wishers. 

In November 1943 lie was declared Heir to the 
Throne under the provisions of an amendment to the 
Organic Law passed in October. 

Ln Dcceinbci 1943 he paid .in extensive 
visit to die United Kingdom ?t the invitation of Hi? 
Majesty's Government. For three days he was t 
guest of Their Majesties the King aiid Queen at 
Buckingham Palace. During 1944 the Amir toured 
extensively within ihc country and paid particular 
attention lo the army manoeuvre', which he constantly 
attended, In Jane lie visited Alexandria, returning 
earl, in JuU. md in September lie again visited 
Transjordan and Egypt. He paid a second brief 
visit to TrailsiorJan in February 1945. 

In May 1945 be left on an official visit to the 
United h tat re turning via Canada and Great Britain, 
in London lie was twice received by the King, met 
the Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet and 
attended the Victory Thanksgiving Service, He also 
visited ihc *Jccupie;J area of Germany. He returned 
via France and Italy, whence lie proceeded on an 
odicial vi-«il to the President of the Turkisli Republic 
before returning to Iran! in September. 

The Amir visited Loudon in lhc summer of both 
1946 and 1947, In 1946 lie attended the Victory 
Celebrations on Hih June, and in 1947 he paid official 
visits to France and Belgium as well as to London. 
He and Nuri Pasha held informal discussions with 
the Foreign Office in Scptemiser [947 uhotn. the Iraq 
Government’s desire to replace lhc 1930 Treaty, He 
wav therefore to some extent committed personally 
to the terms of she Portsmouth Treaty and wav 
placed in a dufficult position by the demonstrations 
against it in Bagdad in January 1 1943, He did not 
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extricate himself from this position with undnmnished 
credst. 

In l' J 4.-i he took a personal part in the unsuccessful 
attempts to unify the war effort of the Arab States 
against Israel and paid a number ol visits to the 
Iraq Army in Palestine. He paid a Slate Visit to the 
Shan of irersiu m June 1949 and Visited England later 
in tire summer. 

Ha again visited Lngtand in liter summer of i ,J 5i.i 
when Ins sister became seriously ill and had \o enter 
hospital, He returned to England in the autumn to 
arrange lor she Queen Molncr's journey lo Iraq. 
In lhc last kv, months of the year he was pre¬ 
occupied wtih hi 1 * sister's declining health. Shortly 
before her death he flew with his mother and nsicr, 
Lo the Hejax where they visited Mceca. lie returnrd 
Eu Iraq the same day. He accompanied lit? King 
to England in February 1951 and returned alter six 
weeks. He again left the country at the end of Mav 
for a short visit to Amman. Left for London in 
July 1951 And returned to Iraq in September. 
Wnile h London he had been examined for 
suspected appendicitis, and a successful operation 
performed tn London in November I95J, Ehc 
Amir returning to Bagdad in December. He paid 
an official visit in Kuwait in March T>52. and an 
unofficial one to Bahrain in April. In May he 
pjL'J an official visit to Spain and returned lo I runt 
toward the end of the month He visited Amman 
L:,- :l few days in June in an unsuccessful attempt 
to pc'suadc "the Jordan Govertuneim to accept a 
Fiashim te as member of the Jordan Council of 
State, He returned lo Bagdad angry arid dis¬ 
illusioned Between July and October L>52 he 

sisiteci the United Kingdimi and Che United Slates 
wdh King, Faisal Visited Kuwait with lhc King jn 
April 195?. Head of the Iraqi Delegation to i.ho 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth, June 1953. 

The \mir re un intelligent rnan with an e\tcl!cnt 
memory. He has a shy charm of manner and his 
rid cure I judgment is good. But hi% wall is abnormally 
weak and he can seldom withstand either hrs own 
passions or the pressure of others. He hai tried tH.’ 
take his duties seriously nnd lias been genuinely 
anxious to hand over the monarchy unimpaired 
in slrenycrt and reputation to his dcphew £Kc 
King, but he is easily discouraged or intimi¬ 
dated. He is much influenced by his mother. 
His intense pride in (he Hashimite Royal 
House and his concern to muirmair its unitv arul 
pre.siipe explain hL' deep anxiety over events in 
Jordan since the death of king Abdull ih and provide 
the motive for his wellimentioned hut generally 
ilLtamcJ interventions in Amman since King Tslal's 
illnevs prccinhitcd the crisis in Jordan. 

He i> h ikicalEv uninterested in affairs of Stale ar.d 
docs not tdeftlify himself wilh the progress and 
aspiration?; of hi 1 ? people, whose interests he seems 
to retard ns distinct from tltose of the Royal Family 
He feels more at home with Englishmen than with 
Iraqis and his recreations an? those of the English. 
He imint'iirre a large riteine stable, supports a pack of 
hounds and breeds pheasants and spaniels. He is 
irrespotLsihlv extravagant, and in |94? vrnml over 
Sv200.0'iil in the Uiiilcd -Slates on jewellery He aEso 
believed to have invested heavily, at the COM of grtree 
indebtedness, in speculctivc ind.u?.iria[ enterprises in 
Bagdad. 

His. Regency wa« a troubled one ;md 3re- has 
hstce been forced to flee from Bagdad TTiesa experi¬ 
ences impelled him to make a real ctTori to obtain 
the personal loyally of the Army, in which he had 
some limited success. But these experiences also 
tmntanted in him a deep dirtnret of his people 
anti a determination to keep in his own hands ns 
much power and patronage as possible His fears 
caused him lo interfere in details of Government 
policy and administration, particularly in the appoint- 
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xnentsnf officials and the choice of Gnvcmmcm candi¬ 
dates for Parliament- He would never allow a Prime 
Minister a completely free hand in the selection o] 
his Ministers. At the same lime his indolence made 
him neglect ihc higher direction of policy. He seldom 
rods State papers unless I hey had direct connexion 
wilh the position of tJtc Hash unite House. None ihe 
kss he kepi Iraq on a steady cour.sc for fourteen 
years while tumultuous went:- were i-Ainy place 
elsewhere, 1 

He has twice been married. First in 19?6 lo the 
daughter ■ ‘f Salah-al-Qin I dtizi Beg of Cairo, whom 
he divorced in I94J, and secondly lo another 
Egyptian lady Mile. Faiza Tarabuki m November 
194ft, ivlffli he divorced in 14>H Stories about his 
dissipations circulate. He speaks very iiCKvd English. 

He was made an Honorary Air Vice-Marshal in 
lhc Royal Air Force in 1952, was appointed 
Honorary G.C M G. in 1942 and Honorary G.C.V.O,* 
with; ihc award of the Royal Victorian Collar in 1943.. 


3. Zuid, His Ruuli HigUnft'S the Amir 

Born at Istanbul l9tHl„ he is the youngest son of the 
laic Kinc Hussein of lhc Heja? and a hnEf brother to 
lhc late Kings A!i of Hcjaj and Faisal 1 of Iraq, and 
lo King Abdullah of Jordan, ills mother was a Turk. 

He was educated as Istanbul if: served with the 
Shariiijti forces during the firsl world war and won 
ihc good opinion of British officers. He was 
appointed an Honorary G.U.h. for his servlets. 

He came to Iraq In l 4} 22 Mid was commissioned in 
lhc Iraqi cjvalr.. He acted ai Regent for a • hort 
Eirsie LlL-ri;sg King Fakal’s absence in 1924. From 1925 
to E92& he studied agriculture at Oxford and from 
|93S to 1931 he lived in Cyprus where his father had 
retired after hring driven from the Hejaz by Ibn Saud, 

After she death of King Hu^ein in 1931 the Amir 
/;thl was appointed Iraqi Minister at Ankara in 
January 3932. He was transferred to Cairo io 1934, 
owing "to the scandal caused by the marriage of hi:, 
sister to Alta Amin (q.v.). hat he refused to accept 
this appoinlmenl At lhc end cf 1934 h.* was engaged 
m Itligalion in Athens about properties which he 
claimed to have inherited in Greece. He was 
appointed Iraqi Minister al Berlin in September 1935. 
In 1937 he was recalled for enquiries into nllcgaikm* 
ilsai lie had used his position to give fake certificates 
for arms destined for Spain, He survived Ihe 
enquiry and returned to Berlin. He was withdrawn 
from Berlin in the spring of 193S and remained in 
Traq until the summer of 1939 when he went to live 
at Istanbul. 

In 1933 he hud married a Turkish lady who liad 
been divorced by her previous husband. This 
mricililance was Lhc main reason for his not b, ing 
made Recent on the death of King CShari in 1939. 

He eamr to Bagdad in Ociober 1941 lo meet rise 
Amir Abdullah who paid a state visit to Iraq in that 
year. In June 3^42 he returned to Turkey, which 
remained his home until he was appointed; the first 
Iraqi Ambassador in London in 194ft. 

(it |9J?. [945.1946, |949. 1950 and 195E he came 
to Iraq lo act s$ RegeM during the ub\cncft of ihe 
Amir Abdul Tlah 

In the summer of 1955 he acted no Recent lor 
I Fir Majesty King Faisul duttng the Stale visit to 

Turkey. 

The Amir Zaid is a friendly and wclUtimnncrcd 
man. He is a shrewd observer who take? n detached 
and cynical view of Iraqi and Arab politics. Although 
he is lazv. dislikes responsibility, and is a heavy 
drinker, he would probably have made a more 
successful Regent than his cousin Abdul llah. He 
speaks English And Turkish in addition to Arabic. 
Has wife has had some success as an artist, having 
held exhibitions of her paintings in London i.vn:l irt 
Paris, but she h seldom seen in’Iraq. 
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i Hwatfa ,Nwstr T Sharif 

A cousin of the King and of the Regent, with the 
fl)ic of " Highness/' 

He was educated in Istanbul during die 1914 Lg 
war. From 1W 10 J951i he Wits attached to the 
Iraqi Legation at Ankara and later held an appoint' 
nient in the Royal Palace aL BjfidaJ. Iraqi Consul in 
Jerusalem front 1946 to 194 5. 

He is married to a daughter ail King Abdullah of 
Jordan, whose service lie entered in I94S. He was 
appointed Jordan Minister ai Ankara in December 
1943. 

A good humoured, genial and friendly man with¬ 
out much ability or personality. 


Ocher Pcnatulltks 
L Abbas All Cl hullb 

Sunni of Kurdish origin, Bom in Bagdad in 
|9t)U Father wav a Captain in the Turkish army 
before 1914 Brother. Hassart All Ghalth. is now 
Director. Royal Artillery, Abbas Ali Chubb was 
a cadet at ihe Royal Military College. Bagdad, and 
the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, After 
graduating, became a Royal Artillery Officer. He 
levied the Stud Colleges of Bagdad and Quetta. 
Was Sensor Ir.iqL Liaison Gtliccr in Palestine in 1943. 
Ha> been Director of General Stall; Ministry of 
Defence. Now. a Major-General, commands the 
1st Di vision. 

A very capable and ambitious Sluli Ollieer, lus 
a pleasant manner, and speaks English well 
S> iupu [helically inclined to the West and was 
a supporter of l he 1943 Portsmouth Treaty* 
Accompanied the Chief of General Stuff to the 
Limed Slater in J9J4 afrer the Iraqi acceptance of 
American aid, 

2. Abbas Mahdi 

Shia. Born IS9S, Served in die He,id Post Office, 
the Iraqi Legation at Tehran ami the Ministry 
of Education Minister of Education 1932-33. 
Minister of Eedildntb and Communications in 
Jamil MadfoiN Cabinet in 1934. Director-Gen era I of 
Tapu 1934. Master of Ceremonies at the Palace 
19.17, Minister of Economics and Communications 
I‘>37-38. m the Cabinets of Ibkinat Sutaiman and 
Jamil Madras. Appoints 1 i Principal Private Secretary 
at lie Royal Palace in July 3941. 

Minister al Tehran 1943-45. Appointed first Iraqi 
Minister In Moscow in 1,945. Was made senator in 
1149, after his final return from Moscow. He played 
a prominent pan in oppnytnc die policy of Nuri Said's 
Government in the Senate in 1951 and again in 1952. 

He ts now a spent force politically, hut enjoys y 
certain amount of patronage. He is friendly to the 
Uruled Kingdom and speaks English 

3. Abdul Amir Alfawf. Dr. 

Shu- Horn 191I, Gradual? of the Bagdad 
Medical College .nJ w.ls for many years at Great 
Ormond Street Children's Hospital. Entered the 
Medical Service of the Iraq Gmeminent in 1933 and 
was appointed Director tif the Child Welfare 
Hospital in 1947. Has taken no part m political 
controversy, hut via Midhicr of Health in 
September 1953. Elected us Deputy for die 
Muniatiik in September 1954 and visited Turkey trt 
a member of the Iraqi Parliamentary Delegation in 
Aprd 1955. A dose friend of Sayid Abdul Mahdi 
fer.t'.i Married to a daughicf of Abdul Hudi 
Cbelabi fr/.r Speaks good English. 

4. Abdul Amir al Crri 

Bom 1S99 ut Kudhimatn of the well-known Shia 
landowning family. Brother of Abdul Karim al Uni 
Educated Bagdad and United Slates. D.Sc. 


Michigan University. Appointed engineer ui 
Directorate'Central of Irrigation 1929 and rose to 
Assistant Director-General tu 3941. 

Minister ol Communications and Works in Hamdi 
PactuLIn's. Cabinet of 1944. Minister of Supply lor a 
moiith m August 1944 and then returned to* Com¬ 
munications ami Works. Appointed Director- 
General of Irrigation 1946- He resigned thus post in 
November 195u on being appointed a member oi the 
Development Board. Resigned from the Board lei 
D ecember 1952. 

A rather weak personality, incompetent, unre¬ 
liable. and stijJ to be corrupt. 

5, AlihuE Gharri al Dalti 

Shia m’ Suq al Shtiyukli, Bom about 1920. 
Educated ul \a$riyall N Bagdad Law College and 
iJic London School of iloomKirics (1945), Became 
a teacher at the Bagdad Law College in 1946 and 
in the ^nte year was appointed by Saleh Jabr 
Assistant Master of Royal Ceremonies in the Palace, 
Became director-general of the Industrial Bank in 
September 1947. in which post he has shown himself 
to be n competent official. Assistant Director- 
General of Finance, September 1952, Visited 
( aii.sJ.L with Darwish ul Haitian to buy wheat for 
ihe Iraq Government in she winter of 1952. Elected 
Deputy for Sira a I Shtiyukh, January 1953. In 
September 1953 was appointed Minister of 
Agriculture in Dr, J.vmalls Government, Served 
in Utc same capacity in Dr. Jamah's second 
Government und the Cabinet formed by Arshad al 
L'mari in April 1954. but resumed jffer a quarrel 
with Arshad In Jane 1954. lei March 1954 he 
accompanied King Faisal on State visit io Pakistan. 
Jun; at;d September 1454 re-elected for Suq ul 
Shuyukb 

A founder member of the Ba’alh Club in 1949. 
Intelligent and. I bough critical of some aspects of 
Western policy, a believer in oo-ope ration with the 
West As a Minister appears to have been 
Conscientious and hardworking, if a iiiitc pompous. 
He speaks excellent English and Iris wife, whom lie 
mamed in 1950. also speaks a little. 

6 . Abdul Had! at fhulabl 

Shia of Kadhtmain. Born Bagdad 1895. Uic son of 
a wealthy landowner. 

Deputy for Bagdad 1934 and again in 1935. 
Minister of Communications and Works in ih; 
Cabinet of Ansbad al Lntari 1946, Appointed 
Senator in June 1947 and elected First Vice-President 
of The Senile in February 1950. 1951 and January 
1953, Ro-ejected First Vicv-Prcscdeni nf the Senate 
Decentb-: 1953 and November 1954 Visited 
Turkey w in Iraqi Parliamentary delegation in 
April 1955. 

in politics he supports fktleh febr and Nuri Said, 
but he js more interested in business. He h probably 
the largest corn broker in the country and many 
agriculturalists ire heavily indebted to him. He made 
bit profits fmm the evport of barley at the inflated 
prices ruling tn Greece and Uab in 1947, and was 
attacked in the press fur obtaining more Ilian his 
share of export licences through Saleh Jabr who was 
then Prime Minister. His business record shows 
that he s uns-.-rnpuIcnis and will not hesitate to 
cm.J-.’ his obi iiiotvs if ii stiits him. He is on good, 
terms with the Crown Prince, who has used him to 
further his designs on Syria. This glvev him 
considerable power behind the scenes and successive 
Prime Ministers, including Nuri Said, have been 
careful to keep on good terms with him. He hits 
not failed to profit. 

He is good company in Arabic and Persian, hut 
speaks very little English, though he visits London 
annually. Ho is a philanthropist. His wife appears 
in public. 


7. Audiri !ladi al Dhablr 

Bagdad Shia, born .itsoiit 39dd, who;>c wealth 
derives mainly from property in :hc city ol Bagdad, 
Interested in politics* but too rich to need to work, 
he twice entered Government service and twice 
resigned al ter two or times years- He has often been 
a Deputy and has iiitcrauttejuly practised us n lawyer. 
As Mutasnrrif of liilta Irom 1945 to 1944 he showed 
himself an experienced and honest but Lazy 
administrator. 

He haia Lear mindu but though by natucc a liable 
and moderate, be has tn recent years been tinder the 
influence of his more eiiergcuc and fanatical younger 
brother Abdul Raswiaq (if.v.j. 

He was Minister oi Economics in I'awtiq Suwaidis 
Glbiitet in (946 and is a hitler opponent of Nan Said 
and Saleh Jabr. He was a founder member of the 
United Popular Front and Was elected to the Front's 
Political Committee in June 1951, Member of the 
Court of Cassation April 1353, 

8. Abdul Hadi a I Pudun-lii (Ur.> 

Sunni, Horn m 1894 Son of a former Rais fklidha 
of Bagdad ind cou&iii of Mura him al Fachathi 
Hducaicd in Bagdad and Istanbul, tic qualified as a 
doctor in France and entered Government service in 
1933 u\director of the Isolation Hospital. 

He was Minister of Social Vif.tirs tn Arshad a I 
Umarl's Cabinet from Jtiwd to Novenihcr I94h, was 
appointed Mayor of Bagdad in 194S, and Director 
Genatal in the Ministry of Social Affairs in 1949. He 
has represented Iraq at the International Labour 
Gtrganisath’n Conferences from 3 951 Appointed 
Minister of Health under Arshad al Uman April 
1954, but returned i<i Ins post as Director-General, 
Ministry of ‘Ls/ial Atfairs, in order to attend the 
I.L-Q, Conference in Genets in June, He 'till 
holds this appointment.. 

Fat. gemal and lajy but, nevertheless, accounted 
to be of some ability, he docs not play a prominent 
part in potiticr Fie is married m a white Russian 
wife and s|vak-. fluent French and some English. 

9. Abdul Hah Jfetalh (Dr.) 

Born atanit 1897 irt Mosul. Son of Moltantmcd Ali 
Fadhil who was for some time a Senator. Educated in 
Paris where he qualified as a dentist hm also took, a 
degree :n political science. On his return to 
Bag dad he practise J as a dentist. 

Deputy for Mosul in i926 and a£aiu in 1935. Irt 
1935 anti again from 1938 to 1941) he held foreign 
service appointments at Paris, Beirut and Bombay. 
In 1936 lie was Director-General of Commerce and in 

1941 Director-Gene ml of Revenue, 

Held a number of ministerial appointments front 

1942 onwards under Nuri Slid, Arshad a! I'ni iri and 
Saleh. Jabr. Appointed first Governor of the National 
Bank in 1949 und reappointed for a further term 
of three years in 1452, and again in 1955. In July 
|953 was a member of Iraqi Economic Delegation 
to Untied Kingdom. 

Fat. with a passion for growing roses, he R 
friendly and co-operative, hut not merge tie, Has 
little knowledge of banking and is inclined to play 
for safely. He speaks French and English, 

IQ. Abdul .labhur nl'Chdabi 

lla.'Jad Sltki, born about 1906, Graduated in 
agriculture at the University oi California and in 
dducatinn jl Columbia Teachers'College. He stnccJ 
firs.1 in the Ministry of Education, in which he became 
Director of Primary Education laud Acting 
Direetor-Gettcral) irt 1943 and Chief inspector in 
194A Ha left Fdueaiion In 1946 to become Minister 
of Supply in Tawliq SuwaidiN CabiQet VVhen 
this Cabinet resigned he was appointed Director- 
General of the Ministry of CoitunurtiaUiaas and, 


Works, He has aijo been a member ot Iraqi delega- 
uotis to the San Francisco and other aoniereneei. 
Mi nisi cr ot Agriculture, July 1952. Member of the 
Development Board, December 1952, 

He is a -■sincere rtatioaahst but broad-minded and 
reasonable with a keen sense of humour. He 3 - Cun- 
vjneed or the need of Western asiisEinee for Iraq;, 
suit is highly respected by Im many British friendi, 
who can always rclj on his oa-upemiao. He 
remains the must etlicicnl and intelligent Iraqi 
member oi Use Development Board, One of 
Iraq few hottest and competent officials, he has no 
illusions al^ut his counirymen and, is subject to ins 
of depression, He drinks fairly heavily and ls 
inclined to be L/y. Fic speaks English very Well. 
FI is wife, who speaks some English, appears in 
public. She is a sister of About rladi Clickdi 
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During Mr. Dulles's visit to Bagdad in 1953 he 
Speke up strongly fend apparently much to their 
suipri;a;i to memlxTs of Mr. Dulles's mission on the 
advantages to Iraq of the British connexion, 

11. Abdul Jabhar F ahmL C.B.E 

Born 1905. Joined the Police in 1^22 and rose 
fairly rapidly. Was Director of Police, Mosul* 1948, 
and Command,ml of Police in Bagdad Liwa in 1952. 

In 1953 appointed Mutawrif of Bagdad and was 
active in ihis pt^t during ihc severe flooding in 1954 
Speaks fair English and returned from a visit to the 
United Kingdom in 1954 with favourable impressions 
of the relative efficiency of British administration. 
He is politically a trimmer, bui inclines to Nuri 
Pasha's Party, being related by marriage to 
Mohammed Alt Mahmud E£/.!',}, He wxs an efficient 
policeman and is a good Mutasurrif. Helpful hut. 
unlike many of Ins countrymen, discreet, 

Awarded' a C B.E, in 1955 for his help in the 
arrangements fee the British Trade Fair held -n 
Bagdad in 1954. 

12. Abdul Jabbar Juinmard <Dr.> 

Born about 1997 in Mosul A journalist and 
ncw.vp-pijr owner. Deputy for Mosul J948, lu¬ 
re signed with other members of the Opposition in 
1950. 

Elected again its Jonuary 1953 as a member of the 
United Popular Front bin resigned from the U.P.F. 
in October 1953 as he disagreed with the policy 
permitting members to serve tn ihe Cabinet of 
Dr, JjmaU— be himself was not invited to join it. 
In 1954 be was elected again f- r Mosul hu; as a 
member of the National Front. An effective speaker. 
Dr. Jonimard was one of the main personalities of 
the Opposition, However, since the return to office 
of Nun Pa^ha in 1954 Hide has Iwen beard of him 
or ..[he; Opposition peraonaiities, He docs not 
speak English, hui studied in France. 

13. Alidui Nnriiii ul E/ri 

Kadhimain Shia. born in .1908: brotlier of Abdul 
Amir at C AH (.7 v.j, Educated in Bagdad and at the 
London School of Economics, he has held a number 
of Gov ernment appointments. Secretary to (he Minis* 
trv Lif Education. 1932. Assistant Secretary at the 
Roynl Pal-j.f, 1934. Master of Ceremonies at the 
Royal Palace. K>36. Acting Direclor-GcrK'nil of 
Revenues. 1937. Director of Commerce, 1935, 
Resigned 193S. Director-General of Econontics Irom 
1939 until he resigned again in E942 after being 
involved in a financial scandal. 

Elected Deputy in 1943. mid again in 1950. he is a 
member of the Bagdad Chamber of Commerce and 
of the Board of cbe National Bank He joined the 
National Democratic Party on its foundation in 1946 
but resigned about u year later. He has a profitable 













CHatC lU-Mf K^dhmiiirs and interest* i:’ ;h CCltliTlt 
f4sdor>. H: mirn;J sn(« the targe Rifa’i family of 
Najaf. 

Minister of Finance under Tawfiq ill Suweidi* 
February 19,50, 

Minister of Finance under Dr. Jamal! September 
195? and in March 1954 was Minister erf Develop* 
mem in Dr Jamali's ieetmd Cabinet. Dunne March 
also war, elected os Deputy lor Bagdad at a 
by-decEtom Hm resignation from the Cabinet was 
accepted in April. Re-ekcttd for Bagdad in double 
harness with \ idim Pachachi (if.n.J in June 1954, 
nrtJ September 1954 . fn March 1955 veiled the 
Cn tail StiE-cs for u lecture tour under the auspice 
of Point IV. 

As :■ nmar..ilist, he is highly critical oi many 
aspects of British policy in Iraq and the Middle East 
generally; but be is Western m outlook, realises the 
value for [riitj of the British connexion, and is 
friendly and co-operative-. He was an able Minister 
of Finance and was chiefly responsible for the 
passage through Parliament of the law establishing 
ih* - Development Board. He has supported Saleh Jubr 
in the past but is not at present on very rood terms 
with him He is anathema h* Mari Said, who regards 
hicn us the worst kind of We&tc*f>-educated Iraqi 
youth and a trouble maker. The dislike is 
reciprocated and is really a contrast of two 
generation* us well ns of two creeds. Abdul Karim 
is a Socialist in outlook and it am be field to his 
credii that he resigned from Dr. Jamah's Cabinet 
because the reforms which he outlined as Minister of 
Finance were being obstructed Not many Iraqi 
Ministers have done this. He speaks English well. 

U. Abdul Muhdi (Satyidl 

Shta from the lower Glurraf i MurnaLikl. Bom 
about 1394 of rm influential family ami owns a large 
estate. 

Deputy in she Turkish Parliament and in nio.il I naqi 
Parliaments from 1927 onwards. He was a supporter 
of the talc Vasin Pasha al Hashemi. 

Miriister of 1: lucatkm under Rashid AH in 19?J, 
Minister of Economics in the Goverrnmaits of fatal 
al Hashirni and N.uri Said in 1941 and ol Comniuniea* 
lions and Works under Nuri in 1942. Senator from 
1941. Again Minister of Communications flrd 
Works unde: Tawtiq ai Smveidi in 1950* He now 
strongly supports Saleh Jabr and is the main Instru- 
iru-nt of the biter's influence in the MuUtsfik. He is 
a founder member and a member of ihc present 
Central t ommittee of SaJch Jabrs Popular Socialist 
Party which, durina the elections campaign of 
December 1952 and January 1953, Split in two on 
the question of boycotting the elections .ind 
0 >opertiiiQjn w,ih the Government. He leads the 
extremist faction. An implacable opponent of Nuri 
Said. His influence over Saleh Jabi is considerable 
and is resented and feared by a targe number of 
Satah Jabr’s followers, 'ome of whom led by Tatlftq 
Wahbi {q.vA broke away during the summer of 
1954. 

In Ncv-ember 1950 he Was accused of the a I tempted 
murder of Senator Khaiyun a! Ubaid but was 
released on bail after a week in prison. Although 
the case against him was subsequently slopped, he 
bitterly resented what he considered in te a 
deliberate act of hostility on NuriN part. He has 
still not forgiven the insult and is one of ihc princi¬ 
pal agents iri keeping Nuri and Saleh Jabr apart, 

A strong nationalist and format Shift* tic is unedu¬ 
cated and xenophobic Sinister in appearance and, 
influence. He speaks no European language 

15. Abdul Majid Ablins (Ur.l 

Born in 1910 at GataVr Sikkar on the Gharraf, 
Shta of I riba! origin Educated at ihc Scots College, 


Safcd, Palestine. the Friends" School, Brumraana* 
the American University, Beirut, and Chicago 
University from 1934 to 3939 (where he studied 
economies), till at the expense of the Iraq Govern¬ 
ment, Professor at the Bagdad Law College from 
1940 to 1949. Deputy for Amara in 1947 and for 
ite Vliiniallk in 19-llk Joined Nuri FashuTs 
Constitutional Union Party in 1949 and was for some 
time editor of the party newspaper. He submitted 
In-, resignation from the party in May 3 951, but 
Nur Pa-ha retired to accept it. Served with the 
Iraqi Delegation to United Nations in December 
1950 and September 1951 Again elected as Deputy 
for (h-j Muntufik in January 3 953 and served as 
Minister oi Communications and Works; in both 
Dr, Jamali's Cabinets. Re-etacied for the MunuiftJc 
in Jurie 1954 and appointed Minister of Agriculture 
by Arshnd al liman. This appointment led to a 
disrate with the Central Committee oT thy 
Constitutional Umoft Party, who fell they ahoy Id 
have barn consulted before acc.-ptaitcu and 
considered him 4S having resigned from the party. 
In March 1955 was a member of the Iraqi Delega¬ 
tion to the Asian-African Conference ai dandling. 
In June 1455 was made :t member of tie Board 
of the Government (XI Refineries Admi usual'.on, 

A pleasant enough person, but ton ingratiating 
an.I lacking ai character. He is a fr.^nd and 
Mipp. Her of Dr. Jamah. Speaks good English and 
hti wife, who appears in public, knows a little 
English. Snc :s a Shiu from the Lebanon of the 
Osseiran family 

16, Abdul Majid Allawj. C.B.E, 

Born 1901. Sliia of Bagdad. Graduate t?f the 
Bagdad Law College Subsequently joined the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where he held various 
appointments, including that of Legal adviser, until 
he was appointed Head of rhe Political Section. 
Minister of Social Affairs in the Cabinet of Homdi 
Itachachi.. 1944 After serving as Mutassarif of 
Kcrbela unid I94£. he was, art Admin istmtivc 
Inspector in the Ministry of the Interior until his 
appointment as Minister of Communications and 
Works in the Cabinet forced by Mustafa a| Umari 
in Jul. 1952 Resigned w-i[Jt Mustafa al IJmari in 
November 1952 Appointed Director-General of 
Customs in February 1955 Appointed Executive 
Member. Development Board (Jul', 395^), where 3ie 
docs noi shine either technically or administratively. 
A dull, colourless t’n-il Servant, but -i Supporter of 
ihe Brdish connexion. He speaks English and is 
intensely proud of ins C B E, 

17. Abdul Majid MalimutS 

Shia Born about 1909. EducateJ in liic 
L'micJ States where lie obtained a degree in 
Agriculture Director of Education in the Mu mafia 
in the early I93fl\, Superintenderil I'Personnelj r’ f 
Public Revenues, inspector in the Income T.i* 
Ikeptfimcnt in 1941, Held an appointmem in U * 
Ministry of Economics in 1942. Appointed Assistant 
Acee-unt j nl-Ckneral in 1944. A member of the 
Iraqi delegation to the Bretton Woods Conference 
in 1945, Has until recently been Director-General 
of the Agricultural Bunk to which post he was 
appointed bj Saleh in hr Visited England in 1959 
in connexion with the purchase of a trawler for 
fishing iu Eire Persian Gulf* Appointed Minister of 
Economics untl'.'i Nuri Said in December 1950 and 
\ctint' Minister of Agriculture in April 3 952 
Defamed by Sadiq ..d Basxam in the elections of 
January 1953. Appointed to ihc Government Oil 
Board in February 1953- Appointed Minisicr of 
Finance under Atshad al Umari, April 1954, 
Elected Deputy for Muntalik, June 1954. and 
September 1954 
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Appointed Minister of Development August J9?4 
and subsequently Minister wiriiotji Ponfoho after 
u .small financial sc.iudal. 

Alxiul Majid Mahmud wji Secretary af the 
Muthannj Club, nicwl of the members of which were 
Western educated naiionadits with leanings towards 
national socialism, and w-as a founder member of the 
Ha’alh Club* which conLams nmny til the sarnc 
individuals whose ideals are now those of democratic 
socialists. He played an active pan in the Rashid 
All movement. He is rsmeh under the influence of 
Fad hi l a I Jama Li, but owes hi.% inini.sierj.il appoint¬ 
ments 10 Nun al Said, Ne is Prcxitl^jit of stu- - 
Alumni Club of the American Uni verity nf Beirut 
in Bagdad. 

To mccL be a ISliW and friendly little man, who 
says lie has moved aw jj from Jus curlier exlreme 
I’l-lkmalisl idea$ and believes in co-operation with 
the West. He was j member of the Conmisitee 
appo.nted in 1951 to negotiate with the Iraq Fetro- 
Jcmit Company and. in his Capacity as Minister oi 
Economies, vtyiied the oil agreements m February 
1952. ft is doubtful whether lie fully understood iht 
complicated issues under discussion ;md was con- 
lent to take his orders from Nurj Saul, He* wife 
speaks some English, he and his wife htuli go Out 
of their way to be friendly to this Embassy. He 
was nut an eliteien( Minister. 


IH. VbriiiJ Majid Qassab 

Sunni of Bagdad* bore ibum i9i38. Educated at 
Bugdiid and Beirut Took a medical degree at 
Montpelier A member of the Muthanna Out 
Joined the Constilutionil Bloc in 3 947 and the 
NTdionaliSi Bleu ..if Independent f>cpuiic?i in 1953. 
Hie toted far the raiilLeaiiiiEi uf the agreement 
belwjsn the Iraq Government imd the Iraq 
Pelrii|cum Company in 19?2. Appointed Minister 
of Health in Nuruddin Mahmud's Cabinet in 
November 1952. Uuring his few weeks in otTice 
he altcmpi rd to undo the work of hi>. rredc .isxcns 
■ aid antagonised most members of bix Ministry, 
\V:is appointed Minister of Education in Jamah's first 
Cabinei in Sepurmber 1953, when he itntf the Prime 
Minister insisted on reinstating in the schools and 
col leges students who had been expelled or 
imprisoned fur Communist agitation This, measure, 
though t]her:4 in its inspiration, led to an undoubted 
recrudescence of agitation among the students. 
Appointed Minister of Health in Jumail’s second 
Cabinet (March 19545 Re-elected Deputy for 
Bagdad, June 1954. and again in June 1955- 
L'nreIiable and unbalanced. Was believed respon¬ 
sible for .i murderous attack on Siddl^ Shan-sal amJ 
Esthers nficr the 1954 elections. He speaks French 
mid some English. 


19. \bilu3 Miitfallh Amin id Hasbimi 

Borrt L9fl7 in Bagdad Sunni Moslem. A regular 
arm* officer who was at Sandhurst and 3,iter attached 
to the Royal Corps of Signals, He has also been on 
courses m England. Passed the Iraqi Stall College 
in 3 949 anil was fora short time Director of Military 
Intelligence at i!u? Ministry of Defence Muhlan, 
Attache at Damascus 1949 52 Pa November 1952 
was Military Commander of Bagdad and made a 
good showing during and after ihe riots, Assistant 
Chief of General Staff E953, In October 19*3 w-as 
appointed to Planning St.ilT of Military Coniniiltee 
of I lie Arab League and was Deputy Chief of Staff 
(Operations) and Major -General 1954. Retired and 
appointed Minister in Iraqi Foreign Service, 
February |954, Appointed Minister to lndonesta, 
June 1954. ttbtfc be was an r.r offirfo member of 
the Iraqi L>L-]cg;ition to the Bandune Conference in 
1955. 


Inrelhgem and pleasant. Abdul Muiudib has 
figured m various biehly compltcaied uiErtgues. 
Tioubh concerning Syria* with the result that no 
one knows whether they can tryst him. Speak, 
ex cell Lilt Eiri£|i&h and is regarded as proBritish. 

2U. Atidul (jmdir al Gailaui 

Bum lei Bagdad in 19 m of Che family of the Naqitn 
of Bagdad and a lineal destendant of Abdul Qadir 
Giniam Tf ho iel the 11 lb century founded the 
Qadinii Sect which Spreads over North-West India 
arid North and Central Africa, Elder brother of 
Yustif Gailuni (iyo-.>. Educated at Bagdad and 
studied at the London School of fcconi'mics. 
Entered the Foreign Service 3 92d. and served in 
London and Cairo, where he was in charge of 
1 he Legation several limes between 1934 and 
1940. Master of Ceremonies at the Royal 
Palace, 1940. He was, ulo’-.ch associated with the 
rebel Government of Rashid Alt and alter vs 
collapse was interned in Rhodesia and later in Iraq. 
Released 1944. Reappointed 10 Foreign Service and 
sent, as Charge d'Altai res i.> Karachi. I94]3, Trans¬ 
ferred to Cairo, 1949, bui was not appointed Minister 
because the Regent distrusts him for the part ne 
played in 1941. In June 1951 he w&$. appointed 
Counsellor in the Iraqi Foreign Service on 5 pedal 
duH w.lh Lhe Arab League, Appointed Minister to 
Pakistan 1953. 

He tries hard to be pleasant and has done his (test 
to live down the past. He speaks good English. 
His Egyptian wife has little English, but speaks 
excellent French, 

21. Abdul Rah hi 1111 Juudat 

Born about 1910. Hi* father was Sunni and hi> 
mother Shia. he himself is considered a Shia. 
Educated Bagdad Law College, 

Serve J a* Oamunaqam in Najaf Suq at Shuyukh 
and Diwiniya* Appointed Mutasamf in the 
Mumafik in 194$ and in Diwaniya in 3 447. 
MuteHarrtF of Bagdad Deccmi>cr 1949 ,ind appointed 
Dircclcr-Gcncotl of the Interior in June I95L 
Minister tif Health under Mustafa .ill Cnian, July 
1952. Minister of tonimunicaiions and Works, 
December 1952, and of AgricuHure, Janttary and 
May 1953. Deputy Bn Hindna. January 1953. 
Rc<lcctetl 1954. 

A competent official and co-operative in his deal¬ 
ings with the British He has not distinguished him- 
Self as ,1 Minister. He is in poor health. He speaks 
some English, 

12. Ahdui Rtunl al Khalisi 

Shin of Kadtiintain and a nephew of the Shm 
Mujtnhtd Muhammad al Ktmlisi. Born in 1910. 
Joined Government Service in 1932. served as 
Administrative Inspector and was appointed 
MulutiUTif of KerbcJa in September 194S, Trans¬ 
ferred to Diy.ila in June 1950 and to Bagdad in June 
1951. Appointed Minister of Justice and Acting 
Minister of Conrniunicatkms and Works in Nuruddin 
MahmudV Cabinet in November 3452. Elected 
Denisty for Kadhimnin in J.inuur. 1953. Re-elected 
for Kadhimain 1954. Unintelligent and a fers-eni 
Shia. He speaks no English. 

IX \hdul Ra/#aq al Dhabir 

Shia of Bagdad. Born about 19*13. Yiiunger 
brother of Abdul Hadi Dhahir (tj.y.) He has 
travelled in Europe and speaks English fairly well 
fn 1942 he was ai lacked by a nervous disease* ivhieh 
affected his brain, and he spent some time in a men¬ 
tal home in lieirut. Joined the Isliqtal Party when it 
was founded in 1946, but soon left it to join the Lite 
5a"ad Saleh's Literal Party, of which he continued to 
be a member until Sard's death early in 1449 
Dcptm for Bagdad in 194R anil went on Iraqi 









dcIcgaibOi to icv era 11 rtter- P & rlta meri u ry conferences. 
Minuter ot Jzixmouucs in Ah Jaudats Oovcrmtictu ot 
December (449, He resigned with t±it opposition 
deputies tn March 1550 and is a foimikr mein Iter of 
the United Popular Front. In June 1951 he was 
elected to the Front's Permanent Bureau, Arrested 
after the ruTu m Nos ember 1952, Announced in 
December 6953 his decision "to abandon politics 
temporarily " 

Abdul Ha/..rai| and his brother arc well off, having 
property in Bagdad and lands in Abu tihuraibe He v> 
a sclf-opkaimtated and somewhat unbalanced man 
«tlh a utde range of superficiaJ knowledge. A 
political opponent of Nun Pasha, Me has published 
a book damning tribal feudalism in Iraq and three 
volume of essays inveighing against British 
imperialism 

14. Abdul Aalihab Mahmud 

Sunni of Basra. Sera in 1909. Educated Itasra 
and Bagdad, where he graduated in law m 3932, As 
a voting nun he held advanced Leftist opinions. 
Arrest*] by Jamil MadfaTs Government in 1538 for 
attempting to raise the Diwants * tribes against them. 
Released by Nuri Pasha after ["he military demons]ra¬ 
tion which removed the Madfai Government 
Deputy 1939 [o 1947, Minister of Finance lit 
Suwaidi Cabinet of 1946 Member of the Liberal 
Party from 1946 to 1948, when the party suspended 
activity. Elected President of the liar Association 
in 1950. 1951 and 1952. He was replaced as 
President in 1953 by Hussain Jamil fa.i.). He is 
one or the leading Iraqi fellow-travellers and played 
a prominent part in the agitation reading up to "the 
riots in 1952 As a result he was detained for 
sis weeks. 

He was active during the election!! of June 1954 
but sines the formation of Nuri a I Said s Govern¬ 
ment has withdrawn from politics and turned his 
attention to making money. 

25. Abdul H Jill ha Ip Miirpn 

Bom about mtl of a rich Shia landowning family 
of Hiltu. Educited :i e the Bagdad Low College, he 
wtk appointed -t judge about 1935 hut soon resigned 
to practise as a lawyer. 

In 1946 and 1947 he was leader in Hills of Kamil 
ChadeachiV National Democratic Party but resigned 
in 1947 owing to his exclusion from the party s 
Higher Committee and to hi.; being taken up "by 
Saleh Jabr. who secured his election to Ihe Chamber 
of Deputies in March 1947. 

He was again elected Deputy for Hilta in the 3 948 
elections and was appointed Minister of Eedumiuci 
in June 1948 in MuzaItim Pidudii'j Government 
Resigned on his elecliort as President of tile Cham¬ 
ber of Deputies in autumn 3 948 Elected viec- 
President of Nuri Said's Constitutional Union Parly 
in December E949. Became Minister of Communica¬ 
tions and Worts under Nuri Said ill September 3950 
anti was transferred 10 Finance in December 1950. 
Ltccied pTcudcAl of tin? Chamber ff Deputies, in 
December 1.95 L Deputy for Hilta in January l <J 53. 
Minister of Communications and Works January 
and May 1953, Resignet? after a quarrel with Slid 
Qa^ra? in May 1953. Elected President cif Chamber 
of Deputies in December l«E3. Reflected for Hills, 
in June 1954 and ScpCcmbci 1954, when he was again 
elected as President of the Chamber of Deputies after 
serving for a month as Minister of Agriculture. 
Visited Turkcv in April 1955 with the Iraqi 
Parliamentary Delegation, 

He is not very intelligent, but is pleasant, and 
owes most .if his influence originally to Saleh Jarir's 
and recently in Nuri Su'id^ support He has fallen 
foul of Saleh Jabr on two personal issues nmi may 
think in terms rtf setting himself up as a rival Shin 
leader He knows a little English 


16. Abdullah ttukr 

Bom 1 907. A Sunni from Mosul Joined the 
Iraqi Foreign Service at its inception and. after 
serung in various posts, Was promoted to Minister 
Plenipotentiary in 1948. Charge d'Affaire* at ihe 
Iraqi Enifeyssy in Washington m 1951, In the 
summer Of 1953 was appointed Deputy Rats of the 
Royal Dtwin and lieia that post until appointed 
Munster tor i ofeign Affairs in Lie. lanuli s Govern¬ 
ment m September 1953, Headed the Iraqi 
d„legation to the United! Nations in autumn 195 j. 
Appointed Rais of the Royal Diwan in March 1954 
and accompanied King Faisal oil his ^ute vim* to 
Paksstan dull month. Also accompanied the King 
oti his visits to Jordan in April 1955 and Turkey in 
June 1955. 

A pleasam if rather quiet personality waih a suave 
manner, lie can be relied upon to be sensible. His 
wife, 4 !mi iron] Mosul, speaks English, 

27. A belli! sah iJumLuii (Dr.) 

Sunni, born in Mosul in 1895, and formerly called 
Abdullah bead Elfendi. Studied medicine in 
Constantinople and. served to the Turkish army, but 
transferred (ns allegiance to Ebn Saud when the tatter 
occupied Hasa in 1913, 

As fbn Saud's Minister for Foreign Affairs in 1922 
lie signed the Lqair Protocol, ami m |9*fo took purl 
in lhe negotiations in London which led to the Treaty 
of Jedda in 1927, His influence with 3bn fviuijl after- 
wards waned and In 1926k after the failure of the 
Medina Railway Conference at Haifa, at which tic 
was 3 bn Saud’s representative, he posted his resigna¬ 
tion to Ibn -Saud and came to Bagdad instead of 
returning to ihc Hejaz. 

In Iraq he has been thrice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs fin 1930-31. ]934 ant! 1942'j. ihricc Director- 
General of Health (1932 33. 1934-35 ami 1941-42 l 
and Master of Ceremonies aL (he Palace in 1937 3¥_ 

From 1942 onwards, he devoted himself mainly (0 
business. He was a member of the Iraqi lidrttion to 
the United Nations in 1947 and was elected Deputy 
for Mosul tn the 1948 elections. 

He wo* appointed Iraqi Ambassador in Tehran in 
Pcbrii iry 3 950. He spemi most of his time in Bagdad 
however and eventually resigned from this post in 
May 1951. Minister of Education under Mustafa 
«l Umari* July 3 952. 

Appears to have given up politic;. He speaks 
English welt. 

28- Abdullah Qassab 

Sunni of Bagdad. Born £900. the son of an ’ASint, 
Abbas AiuirL al Fctwa. i Jucaled Bagdad, graduated 
from the foiw College. 1928. and entered Government 
Service. O-tirnaqam Sanmrra 1936. Director of TritsaI 
Affairs, Ministry of Interior, 1938, Mutasnrrif of 
Diwaniya, 1941, Mosul, 1944. Director-General of 
the Date Association, 1947. Appointed Mayor of 
liiigdat!. 1951 Returned to Date Association, 
March 1953 Represented Iraq at Arab Italian 
Economic Conference held in fuilv in Scpleiuber 
1953. 

Mimvicr of Interior under Nuri Pasha. 1943 and 
again under Arshad at Untarj in 1946. 

A fairly capable administrator vvjihout marked 
political leanings. He is now a ;ick man 

29. \Elrtiad uL Alii al Yawir (Slmikfll 

Sunni Sheikh of the Shanirnar larba tribe. Younger 
brother of Sfuq al Ajtl fq.v.J, he wax born about 1923 
and cducaicd at Victoria College, Alexandria and in 
Mosul and Bagdad 

He went to London with his father A ill in 1937 to 
attend the coronation of His Majesty King George 
VT, After Aiil's death in 1940 Ahmad set about 
undermining Sfuq's position in ihe tribe, disputed ihc 


inheritance wtth him, and in 1944 was suspected of 
fomg involved in an attempt to poison mm with 

llOCUil OJJt, 

He became Deputy for Mosul in 1948 and in 
(Uciobsr of that year he wav recognised b> lhe 
povernmem as parumouat Sheikh of the S tamina r 
in Iraq instead Of Mishan al Faisal who Ijad 
jreptacL'd Sfuq the previrtus June. He iv now more 
Popular than Ins rivals with the tribe, but constant 
intrigue amongst them selves has reduced the m- 
iLueittc of a S3 Sham mar Sheikhs, A-ccompanied 
King Faisal II to America in ] 952. Deputy for Td 
Afar, January 1953, but because of Palace inter- 
'-entnotj was not rc-dected in 1954. included in 
Nuri3s list of Depuuc; in September 1954. 

Flashy, engaging and plausible. Ahmad is one of 
•the very Tew Lngltah-spcaktng inbevniin. During 
tl'ia past sot years he has., with two Syrian partners, 
devoted mitch lime and hard work to mechanised 
tgratn farming on hta land in the Jczirdi and appears 
trt hase prospered. He is believed to ha in touch 
with ibn Saud. 

3I>. Vhniad Miikhtar Jiahan 

Born about IB95. Sunni from near Khaniqin, He 
ta not a true Baban bui takes, tite name from a 
marriage connexion with the late Jamil Hey Bihan 
of k-fri. Educated BaL'dad Law School and servieid a; 
hi judge for many years. Director-General of Supplies, 
3942. Successively Minister of Social Affairs. Com- 
munieaiion; and Works and Justice under Nuri SahtL 
1942-44. Minister of Justice under Hamdi Padhachi 
l Cj, J4, Minister of Social Affairs.. Utab, Head of ihe 
Royal Diwan. U>46. He visited Europ: in the 
summer of 1951. Tnot a prominent pan sn the con¬ 
duct Of the elections of January 1953. Minister of 
Justice under Jamil Madfni. January 3 953. Head 
of che Royal Diwan again in April 1953. Deputy 
Prime Minister in Jamah's second Cabinet. March 
195i, and appointed a Senator. Appointed Deputy 
PriiUi 1 ! Minister untler Nuri sn October 3 954 

rise advice he gave when Head of the Royal 
Diwan was not always good and by being all things 
cm nil men. he .jctfuimt a reputation for'insinL’erity 
and for sinister intrigue ‘Hiis reputation appears, 
however, to be esaegerated. As Deputy Prime 
Minister he has shown himself lacking us personal 
authority. Efo has divorced his wife and has one 
daughter at school in Beirut, He speaks little 
English. 

31, Aliniad ill Rawi, K.B.K. 

Bom nb>tii 1896, the soil of a Bagdad Sunni Alim. 
Brother of Najib ill Rawi Ufv.v Became a police 
fificer soon after the formation of the Iraq Govern¬ 
ment and after reaching the ratik of Commandant, 
served in several liwas as a muiasarrif. lr. 19J9 he 
was made an administrative inspector and soon after- 
witrtK was placed on pension. 

After The collapse of Rashid All's rebel Govern¬ 
ment in E941 he was recalled by J;inlil Madfai und 
made Dircctor-Geneta! of Police, He hek) this pt'si¬ 
ne 11 successfully for four tears of war and co¬ 
operated whole-heartedly with the llritisli Forces. 
He was appointed Honorary K.RT for bis war 
Services in 1946, 

Created Pasha by Amir Abdullah of Transjordan in 
1943, lie was appoihied Iraqi Minister to Syria arid the 
Lebanon in 1945 and to ihe King of Transjordan in 
t94ft Hr returned to Iraq the same year to lake up 
ihe pns,<, tirsi of Director-Geneml, and later (1949) 
of l rider--Secretary, in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, In this capacity be represented Iraq at 
several meciines of the Arab League Political Cbm- 
mitlee Ln 1948 and was a member of the Iraqi tldcga- 
linn m the United Nations, tn the latter half of 1 9*9. 
Appointed Iraqi Minister nit Amman in January 
1 a 53. In May 1952 he was appointed Iraqi Minister 
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al Karachi. Defatted in the elections of January 
1953, Appointed Ambassador to Lebanon, 1953* 
Liecled Deputy in Dulaim J une 1954. Appointed 
Minister of Social Affairs under Ai^hud al Utnnii 
July 1954. 

A supporter of Iraq’s British Cannes ion. Ahmad 
Pasha is an intelligcni and pleasant man, More poli¬ 
tician than administrator, he is generally well- 
informed but dues not carry she weight that his 
position and connexion would lead one to expect. 

fa on bad terms with Nun Said nnd pfirtieutariy 
the former Nazis among Nuri's supporters, For this 
reason tie has remained jobless for the past year arid 
is correspondingly embittered He speaks English well. 

.31, Akram Mtishlaq 

Sunni, bon Bagdad (9f),T Gazetted oltscer in the 
Iraqi army, E927. Passed Cranwell und tippointc.l to 
the Royal Iraqi Air Force, 1930 Captain, FTC ■ 
Major, |u3? ; Lieutenant-Colonel, t9M, Commander 
of the Royal Iraqi Air Force 1937 to 1939. Relieved 
of his command and commission and appointed 
Director-General of Civil Aviation in 1939. He still 
holds this post. Member of the Iraqi delegation to 
the International Civil Aviation Conference je 
Chicago in 1944, 

He is an intelligent and likeable man and speaks 
Lag]ish well, but tic is an indifferent administrator 
and has little influence. He took an active part in 
fkkr SidqiN t‘>wp rf'fivt of 1936 -ini some people still 
hold this against him. A drug-taker,, he tried to 
commit suicide ;rt 1949, and was afterwards sent 10 
Europe to be cured. 

33. All Haidar Sulniman 

Born at Rowandu? 3 905 of a well-known Kurdish 
family. Educated al Mosul ;md the American Uni¬ 
versity, Beirut He represented his university ,n the 
E9>9 meciing of the TnEcrnation.il Students lujon .at 
Geneva. 

Lecturer in Modern History at the Higher Teachers’ 
Training College. 1930, Transferred to Ministry of 
Interior. 3933. Transferred to the Iraqi Fucigri 
Service and served at Rome and Cairo between 1937 
find |939, He was interned aficr 1941 as 3 
sympathiser with Rashid Ali fhe is a brother-in-law of 
Vunis Sabawi who was banged for his port in the 
rebellionl. Release 1 in |9j; he became :i partner of 
Ali Kcnuil in, the New Bagdad scheme. In 1°T- he 
wa*» isvodatcd in husincss with Abdtsl IktJt Chehbi 
and v, r :is director of the firm. Iraq Encineermg 
Works, 

Dcnuty for Rowandu? 1 1948. Resigned 1950. 
Re-elected 1953 and June 3954. Nat re-elected in 
September 1°54 Minister of Social Affairs under 
Mu? a him Pachachi, PdS. Minister of Communica¬ 
tions and Works under Ala Jawdat, l C) 49-5ri, 
Appointed ,s Minister rietiipoLcnhan,' us the Iraqi 
Foreign Service on May 1953. Minister of Develop- 
iTHml on Dr. Jamah's firM Governmetil. September 
3 953, and rtF Fuartamitrs in Iris second Government, 
March 1954, when he also acted as Minister of 
Development for a time. He lias now gone back into 
coTtimcrcc. 

He supports Muon him Padiachi and i*. opposed to 
Nuri Pasha. A sincere and intelligent nai oitaiist with 
moderate reformist views. As a Minister he was 
industrious and painstaking but lirids ii difficult to 
delegate responsibility, partly for rea.wns of 
temperament but also because of lack of competent 
office Is on whom to devolve work. His health is 
not robust and this is a continuous disability for 
him. Speak-; good English His wife appears in 
public, but docs not know English 

34. All Jaudal aTAvyuhi 

Sunni of bumble Mosul origin born 18S6 Edu¬ 
cated at Istanbul and commissioned in the Turtisb 
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deleg-tlions lo iMJversl in ter-Fu filamentary conferences- 
Minister ot l^oiiluiijcs, in Ali Jaudafii Government oj 
D ecember EJ49. He reigned with ihc opposition 
deputies in March 1950 mid ih a founder member ol 
ihc L ruled Eopufar Front. In June t L >> 1 he was 
dentea to the Front'? Permanent bureau. Arrested 
utter the now in November 1952. Announced in 
December 1953 his decision " to abandon politics 
LemporanK 

Abdul Ka«aq and his brother arc well off. hating 
property in Bagdad and lands in Abu Ghuraib, Ho is 
,i self-opinionated and somewhat unbalanced man 
with a wide ran^q of superticml knowledge. A 
political opponent of Nuri Pasha, He has published 

book damning tribal Feudalism in Iraq and three 
volumes of essays inveighing against British 
imperialism 

24 . A lulul ti jJihjh Mahmud 

Sunni of Basra. Bom in I9U9, Educated Basra 
and Ragdud, where he graduated in law in [932. \s 
a young man he held advanced Leftist opinions 
Aire.i.-J by Jamil MiiJLi j Government in 193$ for 
attempting Co raise the Diwaniva tribes against them. 
Released by Nuri Pasha, after the military' demonstra¬ 
tion- which removed the Madia i. Government. 
Ilcpttty ED9 to 1947. Minister of Finance m 
Suwaidi Cabinet of 1946. Member of the Liberal 
P.irty from 3 94ft to I ‘US, when the party suspended 
activity Elected {‘resident of the Bar' Association 
in 1950, 1951 and [952. He was replaced as 
President in 195.3 by Hussain Jamil Uj.v.). He is 
one of the leading Iraqi fellow-travellers and played 
u prominent parr, in the agitation leading up to the 
now in 1952. As a result he was detained for 
sit weeks. 

He was active during ihi.- elections of June 1954 
but sine; the formation of Nuri a I Said’s Govern¬ 
ment has withdrawn from politics and turned his 
attention Iq making money, 

25, Abdul 'Vahbah Mu-rjan 

Boil about |9[0 of a rich Snia landowning family 
os Hi I la, Educated at the Bagdad Law College, he 
w:ti appointed a iudge about 1935 but soon resigned 
to practise as a lawyer. 

In 1946 and 1947 he was leader in H 1 II .1 of karml 
Chaderchi's national Democratic Party but resigned 
m 1947 owing to his exclusion from ibe party’s 
Higher Committee and to bis being taken up by 
Saleh labr, who secured his election to the Chamber 
of Deputies in March 1947. 

He was again elected Deputy for Hilla in the 1948 
elections and was, appointed Minister of Economic*; 
in June L ,J 4S In. Mn/ahim Pachachi's Government, 
Re tinned on his election as President of the Cham¬ 
ber of Deputies in autumn 1948, Elected vicc- 
Pretident of Nun StTid’s Constitutional Union Parly 
In Peeembar 1949, Became Minister of Communica¬ 
tion*: arf. 1 Works under Ntiri, baid in September 19513 
and was transferred to Finance in December 1950. 
Elected President of (he Chamber of Deputies in 
December 195 L Deputy for Hilfa in January 1953, 
Minister of Communications and Work*. January 
and May 1953 Resigned after a quarrel with Said 
Oarxaz in May 1953. Elected President of Chamber 
of Deputies in December 1953. Re-elected for Hilla 
in June 1954 and September 1954. when he was again 
elected as PretiJent of the Chamber of Deputies after 
serving for a month as Minister of Agriculture. 
Visited Turkey in April 1955 with the Iraqi 
Parliamentary Delegation. 

He is not very intelligent, but is pleasant, and 
owes most of his’mffaencc originally to Saleh Jabris 
and recently to Nuri Sn’id’s support- He has fallen 
foul of Saleh Jahr on two personal issues and may 
think in terms of letting himself up as a rival Shfa 
leader. He blows a little English. 


2$, Abdullah Itakr 

Born 19(17, A buinu from Mosul. Joined the 
Iraqi Foreign Service at its incept ton and* after 
serving in various posts, was promoted to Minister 
Plenipotentiary m I94S. Charge d’AllLitres at the 
Iraq- Embassy in Washington in 1952, In the 
summer of [953 Wits appointed Deputy Rais of the 
Royal Diwan and Lcta that past until appointed 
Minister for t nreign Ait airs in Dr, Jam a [is Govern- 
client m September 1953. Headed the Iraqi 
delegation to the United Nations in autumn 195J. 
Apfminicd Rais of tiie Royal Diwan in March 1954 
and accompanied King Fuisal on his Mule visit to 
Pakistan that month. Also accompanied the Ring 
on Ins visits to Jordan 10 April 1955 and lurkey in 
June 1955. 

A pleasant if rather quiet personality with a suave 
manner, he can. in,- relied upon to lie sensible. His 
wife, also from Mosul, speaks English. 

27, Abdullah Duel]up [Dr.) 

Sumu, barn m Mosul in 1895, and formerly 1 calk'd 
Abdullah .Said Etlendi. SiuJ|<ni medicine m 
ConstammofiSe and served in die Turkish army, but 
transferred tils allegiance to Ibn Saud when the"Later 
occupied H:ts.i in |9|3, 

As I bn. Saud’s Minister for Foreign Adairs in 1922 
he signed the Uqair Protocol, anti in 1926 took part 
in the negotiations in London which led to the Treaty 
of JedcLii in 1927. Elis influence with Ibn Saud after- 
wards waned and in J92S. after the failure of the 
Medina Railway Conference at Haifa, at which he 
was Ihn Saud's representative, he posted his resigna¬ 
tion to Ibn Sand and came to Bagdad instead nl 
returning to the Hcjaz, 

In Iraq he has been thrice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs fin 1930-31. |9?J and 1942}, thrice Direeior- 
Getteral of Health (1932 33, 1934-35 and 1943-42), 
and Master of Ceremonies at the Palace in 1937-38. 

Front 1942 Onwards, he devoted himself mainly to 
business. He was a member of the Iraqi delegation to 
the United Nations in 1947 and Uf®s elected Deputy 
for Mosul in ihe 1948 elections. 

He w.«* appointed Iraqi Ambassador in Tehran in 
El binary 1950. He spent most of hit time in Bagdad 
h iwever nod eventually resigned from this post in 
Muv |95| Minister or Education under Mustafa 
al Umari, July 1952. 

Appears (0 have given up politics. He speaks 
English well, 

28, V b dull ah Qassah 

Sunni of Bagdad, Born 1900, the son of an 'Alim, 
Abfoi- '\ntin ,il Fciwa. Educated Bagdad, graduated 
from the Law College, 1928, and entered Government 
Service, O.iimaqam Samarra 1936, Director of Fribal 
Affairs. Ministry of Interior. 1938, Mmasarrif of 
Diwaniya. \'U]] Mosul, 1944. Diroctor-Gencral of 
(he Date Assoc ill ion. 1947. Appointed Mayor of 
Bagdad. |95L Returned to Dote Association. 
March 1953. Represented Iraq at Arab,'Italian 
Economic Conference held in |[alv in September 
1953 

Minister of Interior under Nuri Pasha* 3 943 and 
again under Arshad al Umari in 1946. 

A fuiriy capable administrator without marked 
political leanings. He is How a sick man 

29, Shliuri al Aiil ul 1’awir (Sluirkhl 

Sunni Sheikh of the Sham mar Jarba tribe. Younger 
brother iff Sfuq nl Ajil (</,t ), he was born about 1933 
and educated at Victoria College, Alexandria and in 
Mosul and Bagdad 

He w-crtl to London wiih his father An! in 3937 t*> 
atiend the coronation of His Muicsty King George 
VI. After Aiil’s death in 1940 Ahmad set about 
undermining Sfuq's position in the tribe, disputed ihe 


inheritance with him, and in 3944 was susp.^ted of 
bemjj involved in an attempt to poison mm with 
lo^u>c call. 

fie became Deputy for Mosul in 1948 and in 
October iff that year he was recognised by the 
Government as paramount Sheikh of the Shamm&r 
in Iraq instead of Mish/an al EaisaE who had 
replaced Sfuq the previous June. He is now more 
popular lhan his rivals with the tribe, but constant 
intrigue amongst themseIves lias reduced the in¬ 
due nee of all Shamniar Slicikhs. Accompanied 
King Faisal 1! tq America in 1952. i.3cpLriy for Td 
Afar, January 1953, but because or Palace inler- 
\ention was n<n re-clccted in 1954. Included In 
Nuri'.', list of Deputies m September 1954, 

Flashy, engaging and plausible, Ahmad is one of 
the very few English-speaking tribesmen. During 
the past six years he has, with two Syrian partners, 
devoted much time and iwJ work to mechanised 
grain farming on his [and in the Jo 1 rich and appears 
lo hace prospered. He is believed to bt in lonch 
with Ibn Sand, 

39. Minimi Mukliur Bahyn 

Bern alsout 1895. Sunni from near Khaniqin. He 
is not a true Bahan but lakes the name from a 
mnm.ige connexion with Ihe late Jami3 Hey Baban 
of Kifri. Educated Bagdad Law School and served as 
a judge for many years, Director-General of Supplies, 

1942. Successively Minister of Social Affairs. Com- 
rmiiiicjELcms. and Works ant! Justice under \ur: Sa'id, 
I'a-i! 44 Minister of Justice under Hamdi Pachachi 
1944, MitliSier of Social vVlfasT-., E94tV Head of the 
Royal Dew in. 1946. He visited Europe in the 
summer of 3 9.' I. Took ,1 prominent pari m the eon - 
duct of the elections of January 1953, Minister of 
Li slice under Jamil Madfal, January 1953. Head 
of the Royal Diwyn again in \pol 3 953, Deputy 
Prime Minister in Jamali'v uccond Cabinet. March 
1954, and appointed a Senator, Appointed Deputy 
Prime Mimvier under Nuri in October 3954 

The advice he gave when Head of the Royal 
Daw nr was not always good and by being all things 
10 .ill men, he acquired a reputation for insincerity 
and tor sinister intrigue. Thri reputation appears, 
however* io bo exaggerated. As Deputy Prime 
Min liter he has shown himself lucking in personal 
authority. He has divorced his wife and has one 
daughter at school in Beirut. He speaks little 
ling! i sh. 

31, Ahnmd ill ihmi, k.lt.Iv. 

Horn a^nj[ t8%, [he son of a Bagdad Sunni Alim. 
Brother of Najtb al Rawi (q.v.i. iL-canv a police 
officer soon after the formation of the Iraq Govern¬ 
ment and after reaching the rank of Commandant, 
served in several It was as a mulasarrif, li 3929 he 
was made an administrative Inspector and soon after¬ 
wards '.v;i> placed on pension. 

After rhe collapse of Rashid All's rebel Govern¬ 
ment in 1941 he was recalled by Jamil Mndfai and 
made Director-General of Police" He held this posn- 
rion successfully for four tears, of war and co¬ 
operated whole-heartedly with the British Forces. 
He was appointed Honorary K.L3.E. for his w.ir 
services in 1946. 

Crciiled Paslw by Amir Abdullah of Transjordan in 

1943, he was appointed Iraqi Minister to Syria and the 
Lebanon in 1945 and to the King of Transjordan in 
1946, FIc returned to Iraq Ihe same year it) rake up 
ihe post, first of DirectOr-GcncraI. and later J|949) 
of linder-Secfetary, in (he Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. In tfii^ capacity he represented Iraq at 
several meetings of the Arab League Political Com¬ 
mit! ce in 194S and was a member of the Iraqi delega¬ 
tion to the United Nations in ihc fatter half of 1949. 
Appointed Iraqi Minister at Am mart in January 
1953 fn May !952 he was appointed Iraqi Minister 
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at Kiiruehi. Defeated in the elections of Januiiry 
1953. Appointed Ambassador to Lebanon, 1953. 
Elected Deputy in Duluim June 1954 Appointed 
Minister of Social Affairs under Ar*h*d al Umari 
July 19S4, 

A supporter of Iraq's British connexion, Ahmad 
Pasha is .in intelligent and pleasant man. More poli¬ 
tician than administrator, he u generally well- 
informed but does rust earn the weight foal Inis 
position and connexion WCtild lead one lo expect. 

Is Oe) bad terms with Nun Said and particularly 
the forniKf N'h/Ja among Nun's supporters. For this 
reason he nas remained jobless for the pest year and 
is correspond irgly embi tiered. He speak s Engli sh well. 

32. Akram Muvhuiq 

Sunni, born Bagdad I9!>3. Gazetted officer in ihe 
Iraqi army* 1927, Passed Cntnwell and appointed to 
ibe Koval Iraqi Air Foiee. 1930. Captain, 1932 „ 
Major. 1437 ; Lieutenant-Colonel, 3 938 : Comiiunder 
of the Royal Iraqi Air Force 1937 lo 1939. Relieved 
of hr. command and cooimjnsiHjn and appointed 
Director-General of Civil Aviation in 1939. He still 
holds this post. Member of the Iraqi delegation 10 
the International Civil Aviation Conference -tt 
Chicago in IV44. 

He is an intelijuent and likeable man and speaks 
English well, but lit: is. an indifferent ad ministry tor 
and has little influence. He took an active part m 
Bckr Sidqi 5 coup d\ r ttii of 1936 aed some people still 
hold this agaijuff him. A drug-taker, he tried to 
commit suicide in 1949, and was afterwards sent to 
Europe to he cured. 

3J, Mi Haidar .Sufaimun 

Born at Rowynduz. 1905 of a well-known Kurdish 
family . F-ifueascd at Mosul and !h? American Uni- 
vcTMly, Beirut, He represented his university at the 
1929 meeting of the International Students Unrein at 
Geneva. 

Lecturer in Modern History at the Higher Teachers' 
Training College, 1939. Transferred Ild Ministry of 
Interior, 3 933. Transferred to th^ Iraqi Foreign 
Service and served al Rome and Cairo between 1957 
and 1939. He was interned after 1941 as a 
sympathiser with Rashid AH the is a brother-in-law of 
VunU Sabawi who was hanged for jus. p:irt in (he 
rebellion3. Released in (944 he became 4 partner of 
All Keriinl in tbs New Bagdad scheme. In 1949 he 
was associated in business with Abdul Hudi Chefahi 
anti was director of the firm. Iraq Engineering 
Works, 

Demity for Rowanduz 194®. Resigned 1950, 
Re-elected l q 53 and June 1954. Not reflected in 
September 3 tl 54 J Minister iff Social Affairs under 
Muzailini P-ichachi. 194* kfiimier of Comnuimen¬ 
tions. and Works under Alt JawdaL 1949-50- 
Appoiatcd a Minister Plcnipoicntiary in the Iraqi 
Foreign Service in May 1951, Minister of Develop¬ 
ment in Dr. JoitialiN first Government. September 
1953. and of Economics in his second Government, 
March 1954. when lie also acted as Minister of 
Development fur a time. He has now gone bauk into 
commerce. 

He supports Muza him Fychachi and ^ opposed to 
Nuri Rashii. A sincere and intelligent riat onahit with 
mode rale reformist views. As a Minister lie was 
industrious and paensraking but finds it dilhatiL to 
delegate responsibility, partly for reasons of 
temperament but also because Of lack of competent 
(ffficral.s cm vvbom lo devolve work. His health is 
not robust .uni this is a continuous disability for 
him. Speaks good English His wife appears in 
public, but does not know English 

34. All Jaudflt ul'Aryulti 

Sunni of humble Mosul origin, bom ISSfi Edu¬ 
cated at Istanbul and commissioned in the Turkish 











army, In Turkish limes he was a member of the 
Aiud Nationalist society Al Ahd al Iraqi. He fought 
.the British it Shuaibah hut surrendered soon 
aHemariii and wait employed in 1915 to encourage 
Arab officer prisoners to join' the Arab Rev oil. Later 
be joined Faisal. and in I92U was FaiialN Military 
Governor at Aleppo. 

Hi re tamed to Iraq wifii JCJUg Faisal in 1921 a dd 
from then until 1423 lie held various prats in the 
provincial administration, In I922 he took an active 
part tn agitation against the Mandate. 

A. Minister for Interior under Ja’i'ar at As lean 
U 23-24.■ he voted for the Anglo Iraqi Treaty of 
J92Z. He was again *i provincial Governor and inter 
worked In the Ministry of Interior between L^>124 and 
J'iT 1 , virtt hr beeime Minister of Interior under 
Nuri Sa’icL Hi resigned from the Qlbinei in 
Scptapber l *.-■-} and also itn company willi Ydsin ai 
Hashirni and R-tshjJ Alii from the Chamber of 
Deputies in protest against the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 

isSl 

Private Secretary to the King 1933; Prime Minister 
1934, he was forced to- resign by JE| agitation against 
Mm throughout the country organised by Vasin a] 
Hashimi and Rashid Aii, 

President of the Chamber of Deputies, 1935. Iraqi 
Minister :n London. August 1935; Paris, December 
I ^-October 193?. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
ur.de? Nuri $a'ij 1939. 

Alter the Rashid A Li eonp tf£tm in April 1941 he 
joined the Regent ,tt Basra and accompanied him to 
Jerusalem. After the collapse of the rebellion he 
returned to Bagdad and became Minister for Foreign 
Affaire under Jamil Madiai in June 19-Si. 

Iraqi Miniver at V\*i.shingt>n 1942-48. He joined 
Murahim pjchachi’s Gvhct run cat in the reshuffle of 
September ! J : as Minister For Foreign Affairs, and 
in December 1949 he succeeded, after two failures. >a 
forming & Cabinet which resigned in February 1950, 
Deputy Prime Minister under Jam4 Mudfci, January 
trod May 1^53. 

He has jfw-.iy.-, been a weak and vacillating charac- 
ler of small intelligence and he is row a semi-invalid 
He is, however, well meaning and friendly, and lie is 
r.-v.-te-J for his Nationalist p-isi He is in dose 
touch with the United States Embassy. He has 
become rich through acquiring Government land, 
His. wife j, a Syrian who speAs good English, his 
elder von is married to an American and his duuebt.T 
is married the son of Muzahlm al Pachnulu ri/.i-.j. 
H ■ sous arc close friends of the King and the elder 
son Nirar v- the egeot for .several British tirnu. 
A Li Jawdat speaks English. 

35. Alt Khalid *1 fleja/i, CAt 

Sunni, born about 1893 in Damascus. After 
serving in the Ottoman army he became an officer in 
the Kurd: i gendarmerie at the end of the first world 
war .mid w.i-, awarded die U.L M. and the M.C, for 
gallantry during campaigns in Kurdistan. 

Appointed inspectoc nF Police, 1921: Assistant 
Commandant of Police, 1923, Commandant of Police 
in the Mobile Puree. 19?5; Commandant of Police 
Sulainijniya, 3.9J7, He was Commandant of Police 
Higdjd front after (fie Rashid Ali rebellion in 1943 
until 1946 and did good work to stop looting after 
May 1941. 

In 1946 lie wuv appointed Honorary C.B.F.. for war 
services 

Mulasamf of Sul&i m iniy-i 3947 48, lie was one of 
the very few 1 Arab officials to ‘.peak fluent Kurdish 
Appointed Director'General of Police in May ! ' :] 4S. 
he did much to re-tore the police morale which had 
been shaken as a result of the disturbances of 
January 3948. A heavy drinker and a poor adminis¬ 
trator* hut tough and strict in discipline, he vet about 
re-equipping the police, especially the mobile forces. 
He was loyal to the Regent and the British connexion 


In Febnnrv [950 in ,i tit of drunken resentment 
he made ,i . .j ! 'ii. r i vc attempt to Use Jm mobile lore us 
n^aitivE the Government. He was arrested anti 
sentenced to file imprisonment. The sentence wa* 
bier reduced to three and a half years, and he was 
released in November 1950 by Nut's Said, 

A courageous but stupid man who was more tiian 
normally corrupted by power, bin thoughts may have 
been turned to the use of force by the example of the 
three successful Syrian cumpi d'emi of 1949, 

5b. Ali .Mahmud Shaikh Mi 

Sunni, conoisted with the Ubaid tribe. Born 
Bagdad. 19,12. Educated a \ the Bagdad Law College, 
he practised as a lawyer from 1923 lo 193b. An 
evireme Nationalist, he wu at rested berth in 3924 and 
193ii for violent agitation against Angto-lriiqi treaties. 
He was twice elected Deputy, 

Appointed judge in the Court of Appeal in 1936 
and Minister of Justice under I lit mat Stilajman in 
1937. Mutasiimf of Basra. 1939: Director-General of 
Customs. 1940. Again Minister of Justice in Rashid 
Ali's rebel Cabinet, he fled to Persia alter Rashid 
Alt's. collapse but Was later surrendered to the British 
i lilitary authorities and interned in Southern 
Rhodesia, Sent back to Iraq, tried and sentenced to 
M-'vcn jL-iirs" iro prison mem in 1942. During bis 
internment he embarked Upon an immense history 
Of Palestine, inking Lhc MOfy buck to pre-Namk 
times. 

Release1 iit 1949, he practised iis a lawyer. 
Appointed Director-General of Customs, July 1952- 
Minister of Finance under Mustafa al Uauri for one 
week and then, under NuruJ lin Mahmud in 
November 1952 He drafted roost of the ordinances 
issued by that Government aimed at lowering the 
cost of living of the lower classes. Appointed Vice- 
President. Court of Cassation, July 1953 

He is now on good terms with members of ibis 
Embassy. 3st>i be remains a rather unbalanced 
Nationalist. 

37. Ali Vlnmtax ftl Daftari 

B.-rn 1901. yunoi ol the Daftari family oF Bagdad- 
Educated at Bagdad Law College and entered 
Government service m lWu. Rose to be Director- 
General of Revenues by 1935, hut hud to leave Iraq 
after Bair SidqiN coup d'&itt which overthrew the 
Government of Yasin al Hashcmi in 1936, Rc- 
uppoittuJ [)ir::lM-Csn 2 rjl of Revenues bv Nuri Said 
in 1939. 

Minfer-v of Finance under Taha al Hasbeoii. 194! 
Director of Rufidairt Bunk 1941 Again Minister of 
Finance un icr Nuri Sii’id in 1^4] and FJ43. Minister 
of Communications and Works under Tnwliq Suvvcidi 
in 1946, Minfsier of Finance under Mura him 
Pactnchi in 1948 and under Ali Jawdat. Dcccmbei 
1949 to February 1950, R esigned from the Cham her 
of Deputies in 1950. 

Appointed a Member of the Development Board 
in November 1950 and tendered his resignation from 
the IJ-iard in June 1951. Minister of Finance under 
Jamil Madfai. January and May 1953, Appointed 
Senator, April 1953. The most energetic Minister 
m tluir Cabinet, Alt Mutniaz aimed (lie respect of 
nlmosi all Deputies for ho conduct of affairs in the 
Chamber, Accompanied King Faisal on a State 
nsit to Amman. August 1953. Minister of Finance 
in Jamail's second Government March 1954, he did 
not make much of 3 ■’bowing because of indifferent 
health and the short life of the Government. He 
has row reverted to his Law practice. 

He was a member of she l iberal Party formed in 
1946, but resigned in 194$, His name has fre¬ 
quently been mcrKi^ncd as a possible neutral Prime 
Minister. He gives an impression of sincerity and 
ability, hut when in power finds difikultv in c<>- 
operating with bis Cabinet colleagues He has been 


involved in "at least one linancial scandal. He and 
his w.fe, who is the daughter of the late Vasin al 
Has hi mi, speak very good English. 

He is said to have been investing m laud on a 
lurcc scale. His financial reputation continues to 
be clouded, due, it is rumoured, to his having to 
tiad larce sums to pay his wife's gambling debts. 

JH, Ali al Safi (Dr,) 

Born E 9 S 3 . Shia uf Najaf. Studied at Heidelberg, 
taking a Ph.l>. in political economy, remaining in 
Germany during at least purt of 1 939 4? war, and 
Is believed to have cooperated there with. Rashid 
Alt 3 1 Gjilani. He joined the Irau Govemmatt 
service in 194$ as an instructor at the College of 
Engineering and became subsequently Assistant 
Djrccti 5 r*General cl F. sts arid Tilcgraphs in ;he 
Ministry of CtimriaunicaLous. where he failed to set 
on with the Director-General and wau appointed 
Director of lhc scmi-afliciai National Leather 
Industry Company. 

Was delegated by the Arab League, with two 
i there, c-i iry and dissuade the Federal Gentian 
Government from pay mg repara tiens to Israel but 
is .said to have succeeded only m m.ikmg hlmsdf 
obnoxious to the German .lulhofittes. 

Appointed Minister of Economics b> Arshad J 
Umuri in April 3 954. Ekcte-d E9epuiy ror N'.iiuf in 
June 1954. Not rC'Clecicd in Scpiember l L J54. 

39. All al Sharqi 

Slti.i from Najjf. Dorn ablaut IS9Q. OriginslL a 
M ulb in Nitjiif and later Ondhi in Basra and ctsc- 
where, he finally became Head of the Supreme 
Ja'afar: Court. He was made a Senator in 1947 
during Saleh JabrN retro of office. Minister without 
Portfolio in Ali JawdaFs Governmeni of December 
1949. Minister of Slate under Jamil Madfai. May 
1953, and under Nuri in August J754- 

He is of no political impKjrtaocv but ih very well 
informed on internal matters. Is -aid to hi making 
a tidy fortune by smuggling. 

40. Arkin Abadi 

Shia. born in 1919. A tribesman of the Fcil.ih 
Ircbe iff Diwaniyah. Brother of K.idhim Abadi 
it.-.. .1. Educated at the London Sc iesff of 
Economics, Joined the Iraqi Foreign Service in 
1944, He accompanied Fidhil al-Jimili lo the 
HiksFnc Conference in London in September 1946, 

Deputy for Diwaniynh in 1947 and 194&. 
Resigned in 1950. Contested a by-election in 1450 
but w.is defeated by Government action, Deputy Fit 
iht- Muntafrq in November 1950 and for Shamiya in 
January 1453. Hu was offered the portfolio of Xgn- 
vulture b. Nasr.ii al-Fariri during 3n^ abortive 
attempt to form a Cabinet mi January E453. 
Re-elcclcd in 1954, Wu a member of Nuri Said s 
Constitutional I 'nion Party and is biiterlv opposed 
to Saleh J.:br Spent llir summer of 1953 in ihu 
United Slures on an American bursary. Was 
Minister wlihout Portfolio in charge of vJILl-c and 
ami tribal affairs mi Jamali’f first Government 
(September ] l i53l and Minisrer of Social Affairs in 
JamaliN second Gtwereinem (March 1954 >. 

Ark an is not particularly bright—it ifc a current 
j&ke that it toot him ten years to get his. degree at 
the L oudon School of Economics—but be hi L . 
common sense and was a not unsuccessful Minister. 
He is always immaculate ui a wmewh u " Brooks 
Brothers " style. 

He *iml his wife, who is the daughter of land! 
Mtidfai, speak escclknt Finglish 

41* Arshad al (.Titan, K.BT'2 

Sunni, bom in 138& of the well-known L'mari 
family of Mosul. Educated in Turkey and employed 
4S962 


as Municipal Engineer m Istanbul He served on the 
Turkish staff in |9|4-lg war. 

A member of the first Iraqi Parliament, he later 
held Several official appointment Mayor of BiigdaU 
from 193 L iq 1933. and again from 193:'.' io F J 44. with 
a short niKmiption in 1941 when he lorroed a Com- 
miuce of Internal Security io conclude an arroislice 
with the British forces after Rashid AliN Bight, He 
wav a successful Mayor and can claim cre:i:i lor much 
of such moJeuiisation as Bagdad has achieved. 

1 fs represented Iraq al the Arab Unity Congress in 
Cairo in J444 which resulted m i;.c formation of die 
Arab League and tn 1945 he ted tire luqj delegation 
to San Francisco, Minister of Economics and Com- 
rtiunicatiofis under Ali Jawdat in 1934. Minister of 
Supply un-.'lcr Hamdi Pachathi itt 1944, Appointed 
a Senator in June 1944. He was Prime Minister 
froro Jun^ to November 1946, ami aroused great 
opposition by his dictatorial methods* He played 
Some part in the political intrigues which resulted 
id the rejection of the Portsmouth Treaty and was 
Minister of Defence in the Government of 
Mohammed cl Sadr whteli took over afler the 
PcusnioUlh riots. Resigned his s^at in I he Senile 
in November 1950 on his appointment as Vice- 
Chairman of the Development Busnl, In this 
capacity liis crralit: nature and his taiJeney to con¬ 
centrate all work in his owm hands earned him. 
much criticism, which his outspoken retaliation did 
nuLhinn to as^isuc. On Eric other hand, itirre was 
probably no other Iraqi who would have applied *o 
tiiuehi energy to the work of the Board: bu: even ht> 
ebullient nature was finally overborne by the merci¬ 
less criticism of his work :n the Development Board* 
He threw in his hand in June 1953 ana Si is resign!- 
hob from the Board was accepted in July. As a 
sop he was reappointed io the Senate, 

Prime Minhlir and Acting Minister of Develop* 
rnsSrtt, April 1954, He was responsible for the 
cUscdons of June 1954 and mimaged to quarrel with 
a number of ln> Ministers. 

He is president ol the Iraqi Red Oescout Society 
and has done u good deal to improve their finances. 
Eli-* tUuchtc'. M,iu MuhU,’ a] ITiVjjI. is a tci-Jmg 
figure in the LaJicH' Comroiltcc of this society. 

He has an attractive personality and a capacity 
for hard work which is rare in an Iraqi, but hi* rapid 
clianes.s of opinion, his obstinacy ami impadcr.ee (*r 
cricicisni make him unfit for politics. He -.praiks 
Turkish ;md some rather curious French He wins 
uppoinred Honorary' K.R.fi, for war services in S’Hh. 
and is always referred lo as ** Pasha " 


42. Ala A ml It 

Sunni of Bagdad, bom 189N, Educated at ihe 
Bagdad Law School, 

Assistant Privare Secretary 1a> Kinp F’aisil, l n 21. 
Joined the Iraqi Foreign Service in 1925 ;m I was 
appomb' 3 to lira Iraqi Legation in London. Legal 
draftsman in the Ministry of Justice. S927, Returned 
to tlra Foreign Service in 1928 and held appointments 
m Ankara. London, Rome* P^rih and Berlin between 
1932 and 1943, From 1949 to 1943 he w as in charge 
of the Iraqi Legation in London. Director-Gener il m 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 1943 : Minkier :u 
Ankara. 1944; transferred to Paris. 194° Director- 
General of Government Oil Board in Julv 1952. 

He is married lo st sister of lhc Amir Zaid, He 
speaks goo.l English* 

ljis appointment to the Oil Board caused some 
criticism *■■• lie had no qualifications for the job eilher 
in experience or personality. 

43, Baba AN Shaikh Mahmud {Shaikh} 

Kurd. Born about 19 j 2 , .second son of the well- 
known Sheikh Mahmud fq.iO, He spent much or his 
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childhood in Persia. wb.cn his fjiucr wa* cursed in 
vanoua rebellions, Bel ween lh?2is and 1934 rtc wa* 
educated ui die cjtpefUK uf xiac luq Government at 
Victoria, College Alexandria, where he was a cld^s- 
[Hale ni inc [-Legerit, Later be went io Columbia 
University. 

t ie v*Ai. appointed to a minor posit in the railway :> 
i.'i 193S, but soon resigned, His outspoken criticism oi 
Iraqi adiintibiLnmon in Kurdish area> led to his arrest 
and exile for a lew month* art 1943. A repetition oi 
the oilenur in 1945 narrowly missed baling the same 
result* He is still a strong critic i>I the Iraq Govem- 
nienl's handling of Kurdish problems. 

Minister Of economics under Arshad aJ L-mars in 
1946 and in tJte succeeding Government of Nun 
Pasha. Deputy lor SuLumnmiva. 3947; lost his seat in 
1948. 

Baba All speaks excellent English and possesses an 
attractive, though nor very forceful. personality. He 
:> interested in the improvement os' agriculture in 
Kurdistan and particularly in the growing and market' 
ing of tobacco, Since 1948 he has spent much of his 
tune in Suluiriuniya and although not a member of 
iipuru, was Saleh Jabr* most influential supporter 
in hulaimaniva. lie i> now running a business in 
Bagdad. 

He visited America Lrt 1950 and since then bus 
been in close contact with the United Slates 
Embassy. H.- father funds his preoccupation with 
Iraqi politics and scientific agriculture strange and 
undignified and infinitely prefers hie wild younger 
brother Shaikh Lattf. 


44. ftahaurfdin Nuri 

Kurd, born in Bagdad about 1S97 of an Erbd 
family. Hto father was a well-known "Alim. Edu’ 
catcd in Bagdad, he joined the Turkish anny in 1917 
anJ the Iraqi army in |921 r 

In 1924 lie was First-Lieutenant Small Arms 
Instructor and in 1927 he was promoted Cftplffln. 
Fasssd Iraqi Staff College, 193ft; a [Tended Stuff 
College Camber lev, 1975 • 76. On hto return to Iraq 
he was deeply involved in Bekr Sidqi h (vmp d'etat 
and wax thereati-r appointed to Operations Branch, 
Dismto:-eJ from th: army by Taha oi Hashimi m 
1935, he became Assistant Traffic Director on the 
Iraqi Stale Railways 

In autumn 1941 he rejoined the army av Major- 
General and was appointed Avd-Skmi C.G.S., but was 
re Li red again jin 1944 He was Acting Muta^rrif of 
Sulaimaniya in 1941 and was elected Deputy for 
Sulaimaniya in 1947 and 1948, Minister of SociiJ 
Affair*, under Nuri Said during 1949. Appointed a 
Minister Plenipotentiary in the Iraqi Foreign Service 
in May 1951. and charge d’affaires at Tehran. 
Ambassador there in 195L where he ha 5 proved a 
competent representative. 

One of the nn>si capable Staff Officers in she Iraqi 
army, he suffered twice for his connexion with Bekr 
Hdqi. lie is an antelSigent man and a fairly good 
administrator, but in spite of a frank and engaging 
demeanour he is not entirely honest or reliable. He 
is a Freemason anil a connoisseur of mystic poetry, 
bin he ii also self-seeking. As Minister he was co¬ 
operative wiih she British., bin he was widely censured 
for his continued connexions wiih a Lebanese tint 
'-upplyine the Government lie speak* Arabic, 
Kurdish, Persian. Turkish uml English well 

45 . It urban ud 1 tin KiJmiii 

Bom i 414, a member of a prominent Sunni 
Muslim family of Basra, 

Trained as n lawyer and has also commercial 
interest* in Basra, Has often Ivteti urn; of Basrah 
representatives in Parliament, as at - present. 
Politically he started in the Opposition and was 
previously a mcmlvcr of ihe United Popular Front 


i« whLuli party he served on both the Political 
Committee anu the Administrative Committee. He 
left the United Popular Freni in 1954 and since (hen 
has supported .Sufi yi Saul. by whom lie was again 
returned 10 Parliament in September 1954. 
Appointed Minister without Portfolio in Nuri's 
Government m August 1954. and subsequently 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs during the 
prolonged absences of Dr. Musa 111 Shabandar. As 
such he played j considerable part in the negotiation 
ol the Anglo-lraqi Special Agreement of L955. Was 
appointed substantive Munster of Foreign Aff air s, 
in May, 

Despite an impression of slowness, he is quick to 
seize j point and u pleasant and patient negotiator 
with a good grasp of interpaiiomd affairs. 

\ r driiEc«.d the United Kingdom in March 1954, as a 
member of the Iraqi Fur! lament ary Delegation, 
guests Lit the British Group of the Inter-Piir tiam emtary 
Union. 

46, [>*n«ish aJ Hilidiri 

Born in Bagdad in 1907 of the Haidari family which 
originated from Erbil, Educated, at the American 
University, Beirut, and ill Texas University where tic 
studied agriculture. 

Entered Government service, 1950, Director of 
Rustamiya Expert mental Farm, 1933 arid oi Abu 
Ghuptib Experimental Farm, 1940, Director of Grain 
in the Local Pmducfs Directorate of the Ministry ut 
the Interior, 1942, Transferred back Co the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture after he had been accused of the 
illegal disposal of a qua nitty of grain. 

_ He was On the Iraqi delegation to the Hot Springs 
Food Conference in 1943 ami since brooming 
Director-General of Agriculture in 1946 he has 
represented Iraq at several international conferences 
of Food and Agricultural Organisation. Visited 
Canada in 1952 10 buy wheat for Iraq Government, 

Fat and jovial in appearance, lie ha*- a strong 
personality and much energy, initiative a net deter¬ 
mination, mainly directed towards furthering his own 
interests He is a devout Moslem and a Xenophob? 
He is a dictator in his department and It to jealousy 
of any interference has made it difficult for British 
experts to co-operate with him. On account of his 
American training he is gencraUj believed to he 
bused in favour of American machinery md ideas, 
but the United States Point IV officials in Iraq have 
found him equally difficult- A window dresser, and 
regarded by many a-, a harrier to progress. Way 
removed from his pint by Arshad ai Umari in May 
1954 ami appointed to a less important one m the 
Ministry of Developmeoi. Me incontinently went on 
leave, but later 1 hough 1 better of it und returned 
determined to make a success of his new job by a 
full-scale soil-survey «f Inin before requesting IO 
be put v 1 pension. He unsuccessfully contested a 
by-election in Bagdad In June. 1955. and hankers 
after a political career. 

Danrah is a keen farmer on hh own and 
iriei lo on! into practice some the principles lie hii* 
preached. 

He and bi* wife, who ts a sister of Yusuf and 
Abdul O.iilir Gaitani ifF,v,| speak grioii English and 
French. 

47, lljiift ai Hnidirt 

Bagdad Sunni, born about 15S5. Son of 0 one-time 
Sheikh :d Islam* his rantily to of Kurdish origin from 
Erbil Once an A DC- to Sultan Abdul Humid, he 
spent the 1 914 18 -war in Constantinople anti came 
to R.tcdad in 1921, 

Member for Erbil in the Constituent Assembly ; n 
1924 , Minister of Justice under Tawftq Suw'cidip 
19^9 Dcouty for Erbil, 1930-34 

Iraqi Minuter in Tehran, 1941-42 Minister of 

Justice under Nuri Said. 1942-43. Minister in 
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London. 1443-45, Appointed Senator in 1945. 
Minister of Social Allairs in Mon.rnimcd ji Sadr's 
Cabinet, Januar>-Junc 194ii. 

He wui an uttennedmry when the Briusb Uil 
Dovelopjuynt Coiupiuiys concession svus negotiated 
and has since been paid a retainuig Ice by the Basra 
and Mosui Feu oleum Companies, woo describe him 
us tlic:r legal adviser, but do not in fact consult jinn. 
He resigned ironi the Senate under a new interpre¬ 
tation oi the Goosuiutioji in March 1949 rather tnan 
give up this fee, 

Daud Pasha is a friend of the Crown Prince but is 
widely distrusted both politically and linanctalF, He 
was involved in the agitation agam.st the Portsmouth 
Treaty m January 194®. but by 1052 he had become 
a supporter of Saleh Jubr. 

His daughter and hh, siep-daughler are well known 
in Bagdad society, being married respectively to 
Dr. Suib Shawkai and Rauf al Uhadirchi 

Me speaks English fairly well aii-J is well 
disposed towards the British, but his acuon.i tend 
Io be diem ted by his tinaneial embaJTBs^menis. A 
nice Old nun with n taste for horse-racing. He looks 
as though he had spent a fortune u> indeed he has 
arid enjoyed every minute of it. 


4S. I>hia J j'tar tJJr.j 

Bagdad Shia, born in 19II. He studied mechani¬ 
cal engineering at Bincio^ham University, where he 
obuined a B.Sc. in 1934 and a Th.D. in 1936, and 
then had twenty months' ifainhij; with the Great 
Western Railway. 

Appointed Assistant Mechanical Engineer in the 
Iraqi State Railways an 1937, he was subsequently 
promoted to Mechanical Engineer, During the 
war lie was Director-General of Engineering 
Supplies. 

Deputy for Bagdad in 1947. He failed in the 194S 
elections, but was later returned for Kcrb&la in a 
by-election. 

Minister of Communication-s and Works under 
Saleh F:shr in E9 j 7 nnd of Economics under Nuri Said 
in L949 and under Tawfiq Suweidi in 1959. A 
fbundct-ftMflibcr and member of (he Central Com¬ 
mittee of Nuri Said’s Constitutional Union Party, 
December 1949, Minister of Economics, under Nun 
Said m September 1950. Transferred to Con\- 
itiunications and Works in December 1950. He 
played a prominent pail in the negotiation?; wiih the 
Iraq Petroleum Company in S^50 and I**?!. 
Appointed Ac Line Minister uf Finance in December 
1951 Headed ilie Iraqi delegation which proceeded 
to London in June 1952 for discussions on Iraq's, 
sterling balances and other financial matters. 
Elected Dcfi-Hy for Bagdad January 1953. Re¬ 
elected 1954, Miniiiter of Economics under Jamtl 
M&dfai in January and May 1953. Headed Iraqi 
economic delegJtion 10 London in Jul> 3 953, In 
March 1954 lie visited India and Pakistan with Nup 
Said io diseuss Middle I lm slefencc mil neutralit 
W p js, a Member -if Iraqi Parliamcninry Delegation io 
United Kingdom in April 1954. 

Appointed Minister of Finance under Nuri Suit! 
August I95J 

He is well educated anci speaks excellent English. 
He was a successful Minister of Economics, and a 
strong supporter of Nun Said, having close con¬ 
nexions also with Saleh J.ihr. He is :i conservative 
and orthodox hnandcr. 

He helped to save British property in 1941, The 
financial reputation of his family is doubtful. 

He enjoys British company, but is resentful 
again si what ho considers the unequal relationship 
between liris.uii and Iraq, and is consequently 
difficult to deal with officially . The I,PC regarded 
Him as the main obstuclc to an agreement on od 
problems Ho is cxtrentely ambitious ;md has energy 


-Liid abilit>.uftd must, be reckoned with ,t> u potential 
Fume Minister. 

His wire, wno ii related to the Agfcm Khan, took.-, 
as IhOUgn she would t^e more at Home in Ikdt-t 
than in Bagdad. $bc speaks some English. 

49, I'Hclhil Jnuiali tDr.l 

btua of kitdmmain. porn 1902. Educated Amen- 
on University, Beirut, 1921-27. and Columbia Uni¬ 
versity 1927-49. Joined the Mirusir) ot EdtlCaliou, 
I9J9. Director-General of Instruction, 1933; 
IpspecEor-Gc neral of the Ministry. 1937. He viaictl 
Germany in I9.i? and made amtngjmenLs for an Iraqi 
part) to uucnJ the Nuremberg Rails of 1933. V isited 
upgiumi tn 193B at Lhc invitation of the LSrtiis.ii 
Co uueiL 

He wait q founder member of the Muthanna Chub, 
whose members were mostly Western educated 
nationalists, and whoso political thiiiking was much 
influenced fry national socialism. He strongly resisted 
Britj^li influence in the Ministry of Education and it 
was British influence which caused his transfer from 
that Ministry to a position in the Iraqi Embassy in 
Washington in January 1943. Me did not take up this 
appointment, but became Director-General of the 
Ministry for Foreign .Affairs In 1944. He was a 
member of ihe Iraqi delegation to the San Francisco 
Conference in 1945, 

Foreign Minister from June 194b to January I94S 
in the successive Cabinets of Arshad a| Union. Nun 
Satd and Sa leh Jabr, During this time lie at tended 
thu Pl Its due Conference in London in I94fr and the 
Uiuted Nations General Assembly in 1947. He wis 
out of politics for a rime after the failure of the 
Portsmouth Treaty in January 1943. but was given 
a sinecure in the Ministry for Foreign A ff aire knur in 
the same year and was appointed Iraqi Minister in 
pure in February 1949. Me wns recalled almost 
immediately to become Minister for Foreign Affairs 
under Nuri Pasha in March 1949. He resigned after 
uis months under a constitutional rule, since he had 
no seat in Parliament, and was appointed Permanent 
Iraqi delegate to the United Nations Organisation. 
He was elected Deputy for Diwaniya in. the bye- 
elections of June 1950 and became President of Ihe 
Chamber of Deputies in December 1950. Minuter 
for Foreign Affair* under Mustafa :i\ Umari. July 
1952, and Nuruddin Mahmud. November 1952. 
Headed Iraqi delegation to United Nations. October 
1952 Deputy for Diwaniya, January 1953, and 
elected President of the (.Tiumbcr of Deputies. Was 
appointed Prime Minister in September 1953 and in 
March 1 954 formed a second Cubencl. which, 
however, onto survived 4 few weeks. Me attended 
tin Arab 1 vague meetings of October 1953. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in Arshad ai l/mari's 
Government April 1953. when he was taken ill with 
a gastric ulcer Re-elected for Diwjniya 1954. 
Received jh honorary degree from Columbia 
University (July 1954A Represented Iraq at the 
United Nations in 1954 and m the Sandunu 
Conference in 1955. 

Jamnti to a self-made man. and is one ftf the first 
of the type to reach a prominent position. Although 
he to ambitious, he is unlikely 10 become a powerful 
influence in the country, having Elite political support 
in his own right 

His period as Prime Minister was characterised 
by fair promises and lack performance. Too 
much time was wasted on foreign and ptmiculariy 
Arab affairs and too little on social measures rsnd 
mucfoiwded reform of the Administration, It must 
bs added, however, in fairness, that he had to contend 
with a fjrUirocot with a Conservative majority 
which blocked or whittled down all attempts at 
reform and a vocal Opposition which tried with some 
success to shake the morale of his Ministers. His 
relations with both the British and the American 
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Embassies were marked by complete frankness. He 
give up the. premiership in April 1954 with hss 
reputation fur integrity and sincerity unimpaired but 
Iris political weakness, instability of purpose and 
luck of powers of leadership hud been exposed. He 
also showed a remarkable capacity for sdf- 
deception which led him to form his second 
Government when his political reputation made it 
much wiser fur him to refuse to do so m view of his 
luck of support in the Chamber. 

Ihe jcetiDphobic rudonahsm of his younger days 
has been greatly modified by hk extensive conducts 
with the West and by a genuine conviction of the 
necessity for liag of co-operation with the West, 
Bat he Will never forgive the British policy in 
Palestine nnd the Shiu fanatic is noi far below she 
surface He is interested m Western literature and 
bkev Western music, 

1 k is nntmed to a Canadian md has u targe circle 
of Brit, h and American friends, 

5te I aiLi Simi.irnjj 

Sunni, born at Baxu about l&DL Educued Bagdad 
Law College, l92Sh32. Appointed a secretary in tile 
Ministry of Justice. £933; transferred to lapu uepan- 
mam IV34, Superintendent of Labour* Mintitry of 
]ritcrUu. 1935, am! attended a Labour Conference at 
Geneva in 193b, After a further period in tire Minis¬ 
try of Justice, he became Director-General of Press 
and Propaganda in 1939, After a short period c.f 
service in the police and i» the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, he became t)jrcCEtir’Gcticfaf of Municipalities 
so 1940. 

An extreme anti-forcigu nationalist since his 
student days, he served a short sentence in 1930 for 
his part in the demonstrations against the Anglia-Iraqi 
Treaty. He wus an active supporter of Rashid Alt 
and was interned from 194] to 1945 at Fao. where he 
caused much trouble to the authorities. He was 
founder member of the Isilqlal Party in 1946, 
Secretary-General in i°47 and vice-president IMS 
1 6 -I h ) nnd 1950. Deputy for Samanra 1948. he 
resigned. with ihe opposition Deputies in March t9?0 f 
but wan nirain elected in the by-elections of June 
l l AT [ r , (949 an if cart;. 1950 he travelled in Syria 
and Lebanon for bis party to make propaganda for 
Iraqi ■Syria n union Resigned with the other Miqt&l 
Denudes from the Chamber of Deputies in February 
1^52 ::i protest at’.iinji the manner in which they 
alleged Ntiri Said was attempting to railroad The 
Od Agreements through Parliament. Took a leading 
pan in ihe agitation which led to the riots in 1952. 
Ha w.is interned for six weeks. In June 1954 w;is 
defeated it* elections al Samaria but \< convinced 
that ir w is is ; E result of fraud hy the Government, 

A grossly fat and unhealthy looking individual with 
a bad moral reputation, he is nevertheless intelligent, 
and a persuasive talker. His nationalist views are 
sinccrctl 1 . held, Hut nrc probably subject to modifica¬ 
tion if it suited his personal ambition, Hls altitude 
to Great Retain h;eame slightly levs hostile during 
1949. posslbhf owing r a ihe influence of Muri Pasha 
who was in thar year attempting to split the Tjttqla! 
Parly. He is not altogether trusted by his party 
colleagues. He speaks English. 

51. Fakhri Jamil bI Fakhri, C-BJE, 

Bnrn fn Mi.wut irt 1910. Shia. Jointed Govern¬ 
ment service in 1933 after studying abroad m 
nin™n ,: hini I University Chief Emtinror to (he 
Bagdad Munirinuiifv and subsequently sem i with 
the Develop men! Board, where he .was Director- 
General of the 2 nd Technical Committee in charge 
■ if public works Anpointed Minister of Com¬ 
munications anj Works bv Arshnd al Lmari irt 
April 1954 and in June 1954 became Lord VI ivor of 
Bagdad. 


Awarded a C.B.E, in 1955 for services in 
connection wtih ihe British Trade Fair held in 
Bagdad in 3954. 

Is not politician. His general attitude to 
ourselves hnv always been friendly. H:s Undid) is 
good, 

52. Fakhri Lahaqchali 

Sunni. Born about 1900. 

Began hi.s official career as a judge. Mutasamf of 
Amaru, 1945 and Basra, 1948. Appointed To the 
Court of Cassation in December 1949 and made 
President of the Tribal Court of Cassation in 1950. 
Lord Mayor of Bagdad, April 1953- Mini >.ct of 
Justice under ArabmJ al I .'atari* April 195 * and 
Acting Minister of rite Interior (Jane 1054J 

lie tv a protege of ihe lace Hamdi al Pachnchi, 

Pompous, a showman and said to be corrupt* he 
is unpopular with his subordinates He speaks fair 
English- 

53. Gliari Muhammad ludlril al Daghv*teni* C.V.O. 

< Brigadier) 

Sunni boro in Bagdad 1910. Son of Muhammad 
P:hb Da^hcvtanL a "[ urkish General, mi.I brother of 
the wives of Hi k mat Sold man (q.i.l and Najib a I 

Raw** i|4/.v.V 

Attended Tne Royal Military Academy, Woolwich* 
and the Sues Colleges at Quetta and BigdaiL 
Originally an engineer, hr later transferred to the 
ariillcry, Appointed Military Attach.- in London in 
V’n! 1 5 >52 and served as A..D.C, l. ths Duke of 
Gloucester at the aveevdon of King Faisal IE in May 
195' At present T>ii .clor of Mhi:ary Operation's 
and Aviintj Deputy Chief of General .Sialf 
(Operations), and a^ such played an active pari in 
rh: negoibtiom; leading to the Anglo-li.iiji Agree¬ 
ment of April 1955, 

Grta/i Daghcstani is the Turk firvi and foremost; 
he hnv no Arab hlckid in his veins mid i:i foreign 
company is JEibte to refer to hi- comp.mriois as 
” these Arabs.” He is sending his son and daughter 
to Elen and HaathlLki respectively and hi i appear¬ 
ance and nt. nrter are ici keeping. He is pro-British 
and both he and his attractive and wealthy wife 
speak excellent English and Trench in addiUoa to 
Turkish and Araote An intelligent, high-prindpkd 
aristocrat and an able olHeer, he mieht wall take a 
prornineit pari in poltllrti in ihe futime. He 
quarrelled violently with the Regent over the 
despatch of Iraqi troops to FalcgLue in 1943 but his 
family infjucnee and Ins Mrenjglh of character have 
enabled him to retain his position in the dims and 
in society. 

54. Until:ni Juwad 

Sunni, bora Bagdad 191L* the son of n small official. 
Hu wa\ educated at !he American University, Bui rut* 
anJ at London L suvur^ity, from which Eic uryduat:d 
in Econonuci in £936, 

^ He wav appointed Assistant Secretary to the 
Council of Ministers in 9 936. joined the Iraqi foreign 
service =n lujg nnd wav «m as Iraqi repre$cntntive 
to the Interna!urnal Labriur Organisation: at Geneva. 
He returned to Iraq in 1941 and in 3942 became the 
first Acting Dinxior-Gcnural of Labour in the Minis* 
try nf Stxixl AiFairs. He also acted as Secretary to a 
committee for the organisation of post-war affairs in 
Iraq fn his capacity of Director-General of Labour, 
he look part in the settlement of the Iraq Petroleum 
Company strike a I Kirkuk in 1946. Later in the same 
year he was removed from his post hy Arshad at 
l’marl who regarded hint as a fellow-traveller. In 
3^47 he was appointed to a position in the I.L.O. 
and has only paid short visits to Iraq since (hen 

A quiet and studious man with a clear head and a 
genuine interest In labour questions, be found the 


conditions in the Ministry of Social Affairs cxireindy 
fru si rating. He is. mil tried us a Swi&i and speaks, 
excellent Lo^lish 

£5. JluNHuin Mukki Kiiaimuas 

Born 1899 in Bagdad. A Sunns Mu dim. Officer 
in Ottoman Army and a regular i*tticL-r in ijic Iraqi 
Army Engineers* Took a course »; the Stall Co I Lee, 
Ouciia, and went on &icondmeni to I mmd Kingdom 
on various occasions* Director-General iAdniiwsted- 
liotri and Uttr Acting Chief of General Stall after 
the appointment of General Nuruddijt Mahmud 
(q.te) as Prime Minister. Minister of Defence in 
Dr, Jamah's GovL-rnments (September 1953 att.l 
March L954.1 and again in Arsriad al I mart's 
Government (April 1954). Appointed a Sen tior in 
M.rch 1954. \ow head of the Mi In ary Affairs 
Committee in the Senate. 

Hussain Mukki is elderly* tired and lacking m 
drive. He is not a good administrator. As Minister 
of Defence he was purely a hgurc-fiead and lust 
|ost_ the respect of many of Iris officers who arc 
inclined to regard him as a benign buffoon. 

He speaks Hngiish well, and in Eus personal 
relations with Elruish offirei's he is friendly, He 
genuinely prefers the Enclisli way and methods to 
ilusse of other foreign Powers. 

56. Human Sami larur 

rurooman of Kirkuk, bom about 1399* His educa- 
tion at the CemstandnopJc Law School was inter¬ 
rupted by the first world war, in which he was iakci 
prisoner hy [he British forces in Mesopo tam ia and 
spent two years in a prisoner-of-war camp in India. 

Returning to Iraq after the armistice* he entered 
the newly joumied Bagdad Law College and passed 
out at the head of the first batch of graduates. He 
was immediately appointed a judge in Bagdad and 
1 hereafter served in the Ministry of Justice and on 
ihe Court of Cassation until in February 1950 lie 
tociine Minister of Justice under Tawfiq al Suwddi, 
Minister of Justice again under Nuri Said cn Septem¬ 
ber 1950. Elected Deputy for Khunaqin in February 
1951. ApjK’iinii.'d firs! Iraqi President of ihe Courl 
of Cassation. July 1951, 

He is a quiet man with no particular political 
affiliations. F lc speaks Arabic and Turkish. 

57, Hu^nn al bn hail {.Shaikh) 

Born in jbS9 ajid brought up amoog ihe tribesmen 
of the Bani Tamirn, of whom he is row Paramotirit 
Shaikh The family acquired wealth through the 
poacssimj of land in ihe nciglmourhocxl of Bagdad 
which was irrigated during the Briiish Mandate. At 
one lime in receipt of nr official salary in return 
for the good behaviour of bis tribe, lid h,-, found 
tc to Eiis interest* consistently to support the ruling 
family in Bagdad- During the Ku%hid Alt rebellum 
he was inlcrnecf but resumed bb former ivsitcon 
after tlie rebellion had been put down Although 
noi :» major tribal figure he enjoys some social 
prestige due in the proximity of his tribe to the 
capital; the Iraq Government make frequent calls 
on hi<i hospitality lo offer suitable “ Arab ” iititer- 
lu i rune it i to visiting notables. Politico !l>. he has 
supported Saleh Jabr, and has often been a Deputy, 

( birunercinib he enjoyed n spelt ,!?, the decoraiivc 
fecal agent for Cadillac, and has still some 
commercial interests. 

5£, liuv«an nl Talabam (Shaikh) 

Kurd, bora about 19|| of a well-known family of 
Kirkuk His ancestors were heads of a Sufi brotlKf- 
fwod He graduated from the Bagdad Law College 
in 3934 and joined the Ministry of Interior in lht'y. 
He served at Oalnunaqam in various Kurdish dit- 
Iricts ami at Mandalt. Appointed Muiasnmf of 
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-Sulatmaniya early in 1947, transferred to llrbil later 
in the year, to Hitk in 1948, to Diyala cariy in 
1950 8 W(I Dulaim in October 1950, A-t l.Q,, ft.A.I-.* 
Nabb.iimya* found hint very helpful, lle-tiunsterrcd 
to Diva 1 , 1 . August 1952, Made Mutesarrif of Kut 
1 ^5nnd Director-General 0 ! Guidance and tfread- 
castinS June 1954 by Arshad a I Lmuri. In 1955 
appointed Inspector- Genera I, Ministry of Finance— 
1 sinctuf: which suits him well. 

He visited Europe and England ns the summer 
of 1949, 

He i- 11 Lielligcnt. honest asid capable. He is not a 
strong character, out as an administrator he makes 
up in some measure for his lack of strength by 
persistence and a good sense of diplomacy. He has 
not yet entered politics hut will probably do so 
eventually. He is well liked by Saleh Jabr and 
Arshud al Untari. Personatly he is good company. 
He vpc.ikv Kurdish and Arabic, some Turkish .uid 
good English, 

59. Hawib al Ruhuii tMnitir-Gencral) 

A Sunni Muslim bom in Bagdad about 1906 uf 
ihe influ.nLjl Rub.ui family; brother of N.ijih ai 
Rubati ti/.e.i* the General Officer Conttnanding* 
3rd Cadre Division. 

An infantry officer who passed throut’n Sandhurst 
in 1925 and was subsequently attached hi British 
arm. units in the United Kingdom. Passed the 
Sind College course, Camberles, in 1957. In 
September 1953 was appointed Deputy Chief of 
General Suti 1 Administration t. an appointment 
which he still holds av a major-general. 

A very well-educated Muslim, strongly religious 
and ini ion a list ic in thr best sense oi the word. 
Quiet, pleavmt but very shrewd. Very co-operative 
and friendly towards individual British officers It iv 
unlikely that he could compete with the rigours of 
an active command. 

Dislikes discussing political matters. Speaks ffuenl 
English, 

69, HikmaE .Suiaiinan 

Sunni, bom 3SH6- A member of the Committee ot 
Union and Progress, he was Director ol Education 
and .Y'.iisiam Governor of Bagdad under the l urks, 
and was in Constantinople wtien the British foroca 
occupied BjcJuJ in 1917. 

ftcturning to Iraq in E921 he became Director- 
General of f'datts and Telegraphs in 1 423 and was 
Minister of Interior under Abdul Miihrin Sa’dun 
(3 925-2 Pj and again under Rashid AEe Gailani in 
3933- He visited Turkey in 1935 and was much 
impressed with iiiodurtt Turkish methods. 

In 1936 he joined Bckr Sidqi in ihe coup d'etat 
which over-threw Vasin at Haslrimi’s Government, 
and v'c nie Prime Minister- He resigned in 1937 
after llic murder of likfcr Sklqi. As Prime Minister 
he disappointed expcctalions. 

Although apparently reconciled with Nuri Said ir. 
1938. he was arroicil and tried bv court martial for 
treason under the biter's premiership in [930 The 
death sentence passed on him was commuted to live 
vcsrV imprisonment, hdJ he wo a interned in 
Stilaiiruiniyu. Released by Rashid All in April 19J.L 
he was in Persia during Rashid Alt's rcbellton. 

When he returned to Iraq he devoted himself to 
farming and prospered. Unpopular with ihe Regem 
and Nuri -Said, he look (title part in polilies, until 1947, 
when fie was involved in the intrigues which culmin¬ 
ated, in the fall of Saleh Jabr and the rejection of the 
Portsmouth Treaty in January 1948. Since then he 
has often beer reported to be making contact with 
discontented army olljocrs and people of the Left, and 
is centrally regarded ns the "dark horse" of Iraqi 
politics* but (his impression is probably coloured hy 
his hisEon and is an cMgecration of his present 
influence He had a heart attack in 1949 and is 









unlikely So play any great political part again 
(hough he frequently gives advice to Nuri .Said, He 
was appointed. a member of the Regency Council 
in April 1952 and in 1951 and 1954 Was the only 
member of the Regency Council in 1954 who 
opposed Lakms (inn measures to LJe.it with possible 
demonstrations against Trwqi acceptance of United 
Slates military aid. and, after thus, used all his 
influence to further the Candida Eure of Kamil 
Chad rehl tij.v.) in the elections of Jon? 1954. This 
attitude, which implied support for the Communists 
with whom Chiidirchi was allied, was not dictated by 
a-iy liking for communism bu( portly from a sense 
of grievance at his own lack of political success the 
undoubtedly thinks he might have been President of 
Iraq if (he British had not imposed the Hashimiie 
monarchy) and partly from j failure to understand 
the full impact of communism. He is a friend of 
ChadirehiN family and lives in the past as well 
he midi!, since he is the youngest and East-surviving 
son of a great fa mil) his eldest brother having been 
torn in 1814 I He shows considerable friendship 
to Her Majesty's Embassy despite his inability to 
conserve in any language but Turkish and Arabic, 

I Ik wife, a D'lghesiani, is a Jistcr of the wife of 
Najib al Rawc <q,v.), She also is friendly but speaks 
Turkish only. 

til. 1 lutflmutldin Jumsu 

Born 18yd. Sunni- Officer in the Turkish Army 
during the fityt World War, After line war entered 
line Police Department in Bagdad and was appointed 
Commandant of Police in 1952. Mulusarnf of 
Kirkuk in 19.17. and later of Diwimiya. From 1939 
to June 194] he was Director-General of Police. 
Although he was much criticised for hiv behaviour 
during the Rashid Ali rebellion in May 1941 he was 
not punished and was appointed Mutasarrif of 
Mosul at ihe end of 1941. Between 1942 and 
December 3944 he held various appointments, in¬ 
cluding those of Director •‘General of Supplies and 
of Revenue 1 .. From December 3 944 in 1946 he was 
Mayor of Bagdad, and was then transferred as 
Mutasarrrf to Basra but resigned. Elected deputy 
for DSyala in 1948 Appointed Minister of Defence 
in the Cabinet formed by Mustafa Umari in July 
l 11 ?2- Just before (he riots in November he became 
Acting Minister of the Interior. He resigned with 
Mustafa al Umari when the riots begun, Elected 
Deputy for Diynla in January 1953. Minister of the 
Interior under Jamil Mulfai In January 1953. 
Elected Deputy for Bagdad. September 1954. A 
wealthy man* lie i$ a close friend of Mustafa al 
Umari, In appearance be is impressive but in 
performance undistinguished. and he finds difficulty 
an co-operating with his colleagues. He speaks no 
English, 

62 , Htuvnin Jrtroil 

Sunni of Bagdad, born about 1906. A member of 
the Jantil faniify which Huh marriage conn an ions vvsifi 
(be Scrwekbs. His father was a fudge, Educated at 
Bicljid and graduated from die Law College in 1910 

From [933 to 1946 He served as a twice in a 
number of provinces including Diyala, Diwaniya, 
Hi 3 la and Bagdad. 

He resigned from the Public Service in 1946 in 
order to become a founder member of the National 
Democratic Party; he went into private practice as a 
lawyer and acted as defence counsel in a number of 
cases concerned with political offences. 

Deputy for Bagdad. 1948. He resigned with Ihe 
opposition Deputies in March 1950. Minister of 
Justice in Vli Jawdal's Cabinet of December 1949 to 
February 1955. Arrested after ihe disorders in 
November 1^52. Elected president of ihe Bur 
Association. August 1953, October 1954 and August 


1955, and Secretary-General of ihe National 
Democratic Party in November 1953, Elected 
Deputy for Bagdad, unopposed, an June 1^54. Not 
re-elected in September 1954, 

Hussain is a convinced Democrat and a sincere 
reformer who is generally respected. He is a poor 
man and free from suspicion of corruption. He )e &4 
intransigent than most of the opposition lenders and 
is not always in Agreement with the leader of his 
party. In the autumn of 1953 he quite gratuitously 
telegraphed an offer to defend Dr. Musaddiq in Ihe 
Persian courts and lie 'persists in regarding him 
[despite ample evidence to (be contraiy) as a great 
democrat and patriot. He dislikes Americans. He 
Speaks some English and his w-Lfe. who appears in 
moved society. is fairly ftucni. At the pres-uit 
moment lie shuns British society. 

63, Ibrahim A kit al Musi 

Sunni, born Bagdad, 1894 Graduated from, 
Luribal -Medical College in 19)6 and served in I rail 
under ihe Turks. 

He later joined the Iraqi Health Service and rose 
to be Director-General of Public Health in 3939,. He 
was also Secretary-General of the Iraqi Red Crescent 
Society for some time. 

Minister of Education under Hamdi FaehachL 
1944 45. Appointed Director-General of Social 
.Affairs in 1946: Minister in Damascus. December 
194$: Minister in Ankara, February 1950; Am- 
friSSador there, 1951. 

As Minister of Education he was incompetent and 
prejudiced, and it is generally considered that he was 
ruff a success in Damascus. Superficially friendly, 
he is a torn intriguer. 

64. UmuiE Salwat 

Sunni or Mosul, horn 1894. In Turkish omen he 
graduated from the Teachers’ Training School, and 
was a teacher in 1914. He was conscripted and serv ed 
as a warrant officer in Eastern Anatolia during the 
first World war. En 19(9 He joined the Arab army at 
Dcir el Zor and took pari in Jamil Mad fare advance 
on Tel ‘Afar in 1925 After the collapse of Faisal 1 * 
regime in Syria be went io Turkey, 

I fa came to Iraq in l £) 22 and joined the Iraqi army. 
He was on Bekr Sidqi's staff at the time of the latter’s 
voup (film in 1936. From 1945 to 1943 he headed the 
Iraqi Military Mission to the Yemen. After his return 
to Iraq he held several: brigade commands. Director 
of Military Operations. Ministry of Defence. 1^44. 
Promoted Mnjor^jtncfiL 1946.' 

In October 1947 he presided over ihe Arab League 
Military < Wimiltcc which sal at A Icy Lebanon. 
Appointed Deputy C.G.S. early in 1948, he was made 
Commander of the Irregular Arab Army of libera¬ 
tion on the outbreak of hostilities in Palestine in 
May 3 948 He returned to Iraq and was appointed 
GOT . Second Division, Kirkuk, in 1949. Im the 
autumn of 1950 he became Deputy Chief of the 
General St iff on the revival of that appointment. In 
June 1952 was appointed director-general of the 
Iraq State Railways. In the spring of 1953 he 
quarrelled with Ahdut Wahab Murjnc and wem 
On leave but returned shortly after. Left the 
railways in June ]955 and was returned unopposed 
as Dcputv for Mosul. 

He is a taciturn man with no sense of humour, but 
he has a reputation for efficiency and for being a .■ c^oij 
disciplinarian lie has been reported as interested 
In oolitic* aid be is a clow friend and supporter' 
of Jamil Mad fa i and Ali Jawdat who arc Also both 
from Mosul. 

6 $. Jala I Baton 

Kurd of the ffaton family, bom 1892. At first 
an extreme nationalist, he was deported in 1920 but 
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released in 1921, Appointed Qaimmaqam m 142,3 
and later promoted to be Mutus.irnl. ne served in 
the administration until 1932- 

Minister of Economics and Communication* under 
Nap Sjiauk j[ in 1932, of Defence under Rashid AEi 
in 1933, and of Education under Janul Madfai id 
1934. Director-General of Finance 1934 35 and 
1956-37, 

Minister of Communication 1 ; and Works under 
Nuri Said 1939-40 and under Jamil Madfai id 1941, 
Minister of Finance under Nuri Said in. 1941. 
Senator 1957-43, 

Again appointed Minister of Conimumeatkijis and. 
Works under Mohammed al Sadr in January 194®, 
he managed to retain his portfolio in the succeeding 
Governments of Muzabim a! Pachnchi and Nuri Said 
until November i 949 Deputy for Diyala in the L.48 
elections. Resigned bi■> scat on hi? appointment as 
o Member of the Development Board. 

No man is toner versed titan Jalal in (he art of 
government as practised in Iraq, Like Ire distant 
cousin Jamal Baton tiy.r.l. he ha?, been the Kurd in 
itury Governments, though neither he nor Jamal 
can speak Kurdish nor have any special Latcrcst in 
Kurdistan. An unusually competent hut elusive 
Mriiister, he rt undoubtedly corrupt, but except in 
1938 has managed to avoid open scandal. 

66 , Jamal Baton 

A Kurdish lawyer of the Baton family, bora 1890, 
After serving for some lime as a judge in Northern 
Iraq he became Deputy for Erbil in I92S, 

Minister cl Justice under Nuri Said 1930-32, under 
Jamil Madfai 1911-14, and under Ati Jawdul 
1954 55. In 1935 lit joined the party organised by 
Jamil Madfai to oppose Yasin a] Hasbimi. 

Minister rff Social Affairs under Nuri Saul 1941 42 
arid of Justice under Saleh Jabr in 1 L 147 , Between 
his irtiaidcrial appointments he practised us a lawyer, 
and ivos often Deputy. Appointed Senator in July 
N47, Minister of Justice under Mustafa al Umari 
July 1952. His lenient irenintem iff the Communists 
during the autumn of 1952 gravely weakened ilie 
C iovern uieni ’s authority. 

Like his relative Jala] Jtaban fuj.v.i, he has been 
almost a professional Kurdish Minister. As Minister 
under Sabh Jabr he was criticised for venality and 
for influencing judges. He was Acting Prime 
Minister during Saleh Jafir’s absence in London for 
file signature of the Portsmouth Treaty, and his 
handling of the situation caused by the demonstration 
was inept ; but in his defence i( must be said that 
Saleh -fa hr had kepi him in the dark over the course 
of the negotiations He resigned with two other 
Ministers before Saleh Jobr himself gave up hone, and 
has nor been very active since He is critical of die 
measures taken against Iraqi Jews in 1950 and 1^51. 
Ml- iv a champion of ihe cause of the emancipation 
of women. An attractive hut weak man. 


67, fa mu I Umar Nadhiui 

Kurd, horn in 1912. Sou of Umar Nadhmi Lf.v.}. 
Studial at tlic Ametican Universitv of Rrirut. 

After serving in the Northern liwas and in Diyak 
he w-as. appointed Muiasarnf of Pasra in July 1949, 

Deputy fi'r Ran in. J,irnrarv r I <>53. Re-eleelcd 
1954. 

Fnc"sc(ie and respected by ihe local officials and 
fond of social life He has a good name for honesty. 
1 nielli cent but easily excited and violently anti- 
Jewish He has re' priicular political affilktimts 
but lie i? ihouglit to have prospect:; a* in Iraqi 
diplomatic representative abroad. He ?pcak^ 
excellent English, Hi.s wife is a daughter of Rauf a) 
Kutotsi. 

He was exceedingly helpful during the Abadan 
crisis :ind gave every 1 pnstibEe help and facility to 

48962 


our evacuee-s, Under a bumbling exterior conceals 
unexpected ability and enjoys respect. 

68. Jamil Abdul Mulihah 

iuiim of Bagdad- Bom 1910 Of a middle-ela^ 
family. Educated at Bagdad Law College ami prac¬ 
tised fora short tunc. 

Joined Iraqi Government service in 1933 , and was 
appointed Assistant Magistrate, Bagdad. He Was 
laicr transferred to Baquba. 

Deputy foi Diyak in 1939 and Bagdad in 1941 
and 194 /. He 3 mi his in 1948 . but became 
Deputy for Mahmudiyah in 1950 . A member of the 
Central Committee of Nuri Said'!, Comtltutioiu^ 
Union Fmty from its foundation in 1949 . 

Minister for Social Affairs under Nuri Said 1946 , 
and under Saleh Jabr 1947 , Appointed Minister of 
Jushc? in Nun's Cabinet in July 1951 . Deputy for 
Bagdad. January 1953 . Deputy for Kul, 1954 and 
far Bagdad, September 1954 . Deputed from 
Parliament a^. Ambassador to the Lebanon for a 
period of two year.-, in June 1955 , 

His marriage in 1933 to a niece of Kurt Said is the 
in-mi reason for hri political udvauccrticni. In spite 
of ibis cornu- k ion, his altitude during die Ri^htd Alt 
rebellion was ambiguous. He is a personal friend of 
the Crown Prmee and Shakir a I AkuJt, and m April 
]949 was selected as Iraqi Minister at Cairo, The 
Egyptian Government, however, refused the ugrt- 
mciit. He is reported to have engaged in doubtful 
lurid transactions in Hitli; liwn and he is said to to 
dissolute, ambitious and uministworthy bu( ntyer- 
ihcRss makes a superficially pleasant impression. 
He spv a ks a Itnle English 

69. .filmLI Madfai 

Stirmi of Mosul, born about IS 86 . Educated 
Istanbul and gazetted an officer in she Turkish Army, 
He joined the Arab revolt and in 1920 was command¬ 
ing the Sliaritian forces at Detr cl Zor. In that year 
he instigated die murder of the Brilrili Political 
Officer and entered Tel Afar, calling upon the tribes 
to rise against ihe Nrilish in the name of the NhariL 
He retired to Syria when British troops approached 
from Mosul. 

Returned TO Iraq, in 1923 and served as, Muiasarnf 
in several liwas. 

Deputy from 1929 and Fre-ickm of ihe Chamber 
from 1932 to J 9 J 3 ; tonaior from 1935 so 
1945 and again from 1948 Onward- President of the 
Senate 1941 , 1949 , 1950 and 195 L 

Minister of [meric* under Nun Pasha 1930 : Prime 
Minister 1933 »ml again in 1934 with a different 
Cabinet. Minister of Defence under Ali Jaudat, 
August 1934 : Prime Minister again for twelve days 
in March 1935 , after which he was forced n» res jpi 
bv an agitation in the Middle Euphrates organised 
by Yasin Pasha al Htwhimi. He refused an invitation 
to join the Government formed bv Hikmat Sufaiman 
after the Bckr Sidqi coup d'Etm »u 1936 . He visited 
the Yemen in the winter of 1926-17 to obiain ihc 
Im;im"s Adherence to the Iraqi-Saudi pact iff Arab 
Brotherhood, Became Prime Minister again in 
August 1917 after the murder of fkkr Sidqt and 
HiI:mii Sulaiman's resignation. He was forced to 
resign in December 1938 by n military demonstration 
organised in favour of Nuri Said. He accompanied 
the Regent on his flighi re Palestine during the 
Rashid Ali rebellion in 1941 am! after its collapse 
became Prime Minister for a short time. In 1941 
at the suggestion of Nuri Pnsha, he toured (he Arab 
countries to canvass support for Arab unity. In 1948 
after the riots against the Portsmouth Treaty he took 
ihe portfolio of Interior under Muhammad -is Sadr 
for 4 few months, In 1949 he was sent by Nuri Said 
to various Arab capitals in an attempt to unifv Arab 
policy towards Palestine. Accompanied the Regent 
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on the (alters official v*i:ts to Spin in May 1952 and 
to Amman id May 1953* When disorder* broke out 
Kli N member 1952 and a! (-'man's Govcm- 

r neni resigned,* the Regent called on him ti> form 
a Cabinet. He failed lo do So but became 
Prime Minister after the dectiOtu in January 1953. 
He resigned when King Faisal Jl acceded to Use 
in rone arid ivai reappointed m May I ^53. resjcmrig 
in September 1953. He refused to be a member of 
the Regency ConTV.il in 1954 because he would not 
jiccept MuhsuirtiitJ J Sadr ns. it* chairman. Wan 
member oi Regency Council during the King's visit 
to Jordan in April 1955, 

Jamil Madfai fct-iJ to have been energetic and 
resolute in rii> curiser years, lie is popular in most 
political circles and ha influence, which is- generally 
used >'n the side of moderation. R still considerable, 
bat lie 's an ageing man, susceptible to the interven¬ 
tion of others and afraid of making enemies He is 
unlikely to lake any further political part except as j 
figurehead, but he is said Jo have influenced Nuri 
.Sjl.J .igaisivi Saleh Jabr. His acquisitions of land and 
commereisl intercuts, ha^c made him i rich man. 
He speaks fio English- 

7 d. Jamil a] f rfali 

Horn about 1907, of n long-established Bagdad 
family. Sunn I Educated at Bagdad l_aw ( . liege, 
whence he graduated in 1930, and studied for a 
short lime at the London School of Economics. On 
his return he edited ;t weekly legal Journal He 
joined the Iraqi Judicial Service 1933 and served as 
u Judge in HlIIj, Dr.vaniya. Nasiriya and later as 
Chief Magistrate and President of the Execution 
Department, Bagdad. 

Deputy for DiysUa 1947. 1953 and again in 1954, 
Vice-President of the Chamber of Deputies 1949 
and 195.'. Founder-meusher and member of (he 
Central CoouniUee of Nun Said's Constitutional 
Untty Party* December 1^49. Minister without 
Portfolio in charge of Auqaf Affair under Tauiiq 
Suweidi. 1950. Minister of Justice in Dr. Janull’s 
lirst Gove mm nit. Sept ember 1953, and Minblrr of 
Education in h.* second* March 1954. 

He is a protege of Ahmad Mukht&r Baban* 
without much personal influence. He speaks very 
little English, 

71, Ju'sam Muhammad Shahir (Cnlaitd) 

Sunni Muslim, in his late thirties. 

Has for many years been pilot to ihc Royal Family 

.and. as such* has travelled extensively. Was 

appointed to the Command of the Tactical Air 
Forces in November 1954 . since when he has done 
much to improve the R l.A.F. In tlu> capacity he 
took an active pan in negotiations for the Anglo- 
Iraqi Agreement of April 1955, 

A lively and xery pteasani personality with 

excellent English, 

72, kiidhim AbouJi tWrigsdier) 

A Shm Muslim of 1 he Uani Lam. 

Entinely at home in a Western umosphere, he has 
well .iv. imitated an R.AT background. He 

commanded his squadron cflrcie silly and, in 
November 1954, was appointed to the command of 
the R.1,.\,F. fo this capacity he took an active 
pari irs ncgolta|km.s lot the AngfoTraqi Agreement 
1 ?) April 1955* He wa> promoted brigadier in May 
1955. despite ihc fuel that he l> mi -naif (rained. 

He is definitely mOsl anxious to reram the British 
influence and system in the Iraqi Air Force. 

73, Kamil id fhadirehi 

Swim of Bagdad, horn 1901. I Saif-brother of 
Rauf Chndircht (q.v.V His father was vailed in 
1920 ami he accompanied him to Istanbul where he 
studied medicine for .1 year 


On returning u> Iraq he studied law and graduated 
from the Bagdad Law College in about L925, when 
he was appointed to a minor position in The Ministry 
ui HfLitUL’ Became Private Secretary to Vasin al 
KaJUtoi in I ; >19. and left official employment soon 
after to edit Af tkfasi at WnUtni. the Ofgaii of Vasin 
Pasha's party of that name. In the early 30\ he was 
associated with the Ahali group with Mohammed 
HaJid, About IcujEi Ibratiim and Abdul QaJir 
Ismail and started the newspaper 3mt t at A I sab. 
which has continued with some interruption and 
changes of name ever since. He was convicted under 
tli -4 Press, L.i,w in 1934 and arrested in the same year 
for publishing pamphlets against King Chari hut 
released for lack, of evidence* 

ihc Ahali gfqup was privy to the Bckr Sidqi 
coup d'hu .1 ugaitibt Vasin al HaHiinti in 1936 atsd 
Kamil became .Minister of Economics and Commerce 
m the Cabinet formed by Hikmct SiltainlUEi. He 
resigned in Jur.e 1937 because of the increasing 
influence of the Army. He Eater formed the Demo¬ 
cratic Pari;, with Mob arts rued Had id* Majid Mustafa 
and Htkmet hulaiman which bad little success He 
refused to enter Nttri Satd's Cabinet in 1943* In 
1946 he formed the National Democratic Party, which 
\ Liluntarify' suspended activity In 1943, but returned 
in 1950. Both in 194# and 1947 he was prosecuted 
4 ii 3 Press Law charges. Ut took a leading part in 
the agitation which led to the 1952 riots, He was 
iiiterncd for weeks. Elected Deputy for Bagdad 
June 1954 with the help of Hiknuic Sulaitnan and 
other friends of has family. He headed the 
“National Front.” composed of the National 
Democratic Party, the Sstiqla! Party and Peace 
Partisans with various fellow-travellers. Despite the 
fact that they only secured some ten seals in the 
Chamber* the National Front achieved u resounding 
propaganda success, conducting their election 
campaign with ,1 thoroughness und efficiency winch 
was a new fealure m Iraqi polititS- 

Kamil is a 1 middle-headed idealist who (wlds pro¬ 
gressive social democratic views with complete 
sincerity, but he is incapable of Iran staling these 
views into a consistent policy suitable 10 Fraqi con¬ 
ditions. The fKHir success of the National Democratic 
Party in the past is largely due to his lack of 
leadership and organising ability. He is an 
unrelenting opponent of NurL Said. He is known to 
have been m contaci w r iih tile Soviet Legation m 
1951 and 1951 

Formerly a rich landlord, he has now sold much 
of his. Land and is no longer wealthy. He speaks very 
little English. 

74. Khnltl Hnuiil 

Bagdad Numti, of an f’bscurc family of Indian 
origin. Born 3“D”. Educated at the Bagdad 1 iw 
College, lie held various positions in the Ministry of 
Interior from 1935 to 3432. 

Secretary of the Cabinet 1932-35. Appointed 
Director-ticnerat oi Interior 1935: of Education 
1436: for 1 •c.-js.-n Ail airs 1937. MuU.sarnf of Ail lira 
1937-38 

Appointed Director-General of Interior 1938; of 
Awqaf |94D: of Census 1941. of Revenues 1942; of 
Finance H 43 : and of Customs and Excise 1945 

In Novembar 1448 he was made Under-SecrcULr, 
in charge oi the Mlnislrv of Finance during MiHbhim 
al PachacbiN GovcrnmenL In January I‘149 he 
became Minister Ol Finance under Suri Said and 
held this post until the whole Cabinet resigned in 
autumn 1949. He became Deputy for Anttn in & 
by-section in March 1949. 

A competent though ponderous official ol the old 
school. While Minister of Finance he gave the 
appearance erf being friendly and co-operative, hut Ins 
habit of distorting facis was apt to lead to difficulties, 
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Both during anti after his period of office he was 
widely accused of corruption on a large scale. Speaks 
cxcdlcni English and prides himself on his legal 
knowledge. His daughter appears modestly in mixed 
society* 

75. Mniltl Jamil (MaJuMlencraU 

Sunni Muslim front Mosul, An engineer officer 
who -vj^ trained at R M A„ Woolwich, in 1935* and 
ai Chuihrru. Has been chief engineer for at least live 
year* and was promoted major-general in December 
J t; 54 He played a major and successful rota in 
the ilood Lontrol pperatiotts of April-May 1 954 in 
1 he Bagdad area. 

Pro-British, energetic and essentially cheerful. 
Ansif’us. 10 keep abreast with British engineering 
doctrine, though not well ctjnipped to train sappers 
for their role in the field. Speaks good English, 
OuLsidc inlerests tend in detract from his ‘ralu.: a> 
chief jnginccr. ts popular with the Gfirmani whose 
machinery he buys as it is cheaper than British, 

7t. Khalit Kastna 

Sunni, born in EelEuja about 1905- EEs family is of 
Turkoman origin. Educated at the American 
University of Beirut, and the Baedud Law College, 
he entered Government .^ervioe in 1933 and worked 
mainly hi the Ministry of Commurhcatioits and Works 
until I'HI when he supported Rashid Alt GnLlani-s 
coup i/'£. f ,7r and w r as consequently interned. 

In 194b he was a founder-member of the lstic]la] 
Itartj, but he resigned from the Party with a flourish 
in 1947 and married a daughter of All Rifiha at 
Aslicri* lints becoming a relative of Nurt -Said, 
Elected Deputy for the DuSaim in 1947. he was not 
returned in the 194K. election Dcputv for DuSaim in 
hy-electton? of June 1950, 

In January 1949 he started the newspaper ^hd, 
which was Nuri SaidN mouthpiece, in December 
1949 he beciitnc a founder-member of NuriN 
Constitutional L'niiTn Party and was doited to ii\ 
CcnlfLil Com mis (ec, 

Appointed Minister without Portfolio in Tawtiq 
Suweidj"* Government in February 1450 to .supervise 
press ami propaganda affairs. 

Appointed Minister of Education under Nuri Said 
in September 1950. His success in ihis post has 
largely re-established Ids- political reputation. He 
represmted Iraq at (he L'.N.E.NC.O Conference in 
Geneva in June 1951. He visited the United King¬ 
dom in the same year. 

Elected Deputy for Falluja. January 1953. 
Re-elected June and September 1954. Miniver of 
Education under Jantil Madfai, Jtmuary and Msy 
1953. Acted is Foreign Minister in August 1953 
during absence of TatiBq al Suwnidi in Cairo- 

MinisEer of 1 dtlcation under Nuri Said, Awstf&t 
3 954. 

Led Constitutional Union Party [Tepnlics during 
Dr iajtiali's Governments and failed to give him (he 
unconditional parliamentary support promised by 
Nuri jl Said. 

A fervent Sunni and deeply distrusted by ihc 
Shia?, A bitter opponent of Saleh Jabr and Ifi* 
p';rp. He is a not very approachable personality* 
cold with ■nmngerv and slightly abrupt Is. never¬ 
theless, ;l competent Minister who gets on well with 
the British Council representative. He speaks, good 
English. Elis young wife speaks some English, 


77* Mahmud L Shaikh Said (Shnrkhl 

Kurd of the family of Barzinja S-ivyic! * Bom 1884' 
He inherited from hi* father considerable reliplouft 
and nihil influence and a tradition of opposition to 
central authority. In Ortonum times he was notorious 
for his oppression and rapacity, 
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He was appointed Hukutntiar of Sulmimaniya and 
given British advisers in December 1918. In June 1919 
he attempted to throw off British control but was 
dcSeated, wounded anti condemned to death. The 
sentence was commuted and he was imprisoned in 
Ind tv. He was again appointed Htikuiodar in August 

1922 but soon begirt fo try to extend hE personal 
power* He wtis summoned 10 Bagdad in February 

1923 hut took to the mountains with his personal 
following and remained an embarrassment to the 
authorities until his surrender in 1931), From 3 431 
to 1.941 he was in forced residence at Nasiriya. 
Raniudi an-.! Bagdad. 

In 1941 he escaped to Kurdistan and prepared CO 
oppose Rashid Ali's unconstitutional Government by 
force. Since the collapse of Ruslrid Ali's rebellion he 
has lived in semi-reitrcment at Dsuc KeEi :n Barsian 
near Sula-fflaniya. 

H - is still \ cry mtiuer.rial :ft huhimaniya and causes 
fhs local authorities some trouble, IjCspiEC his age 
he has recently been involved in a fracas with the 
autlterities due to ln< tribal derirc to harbour 
criminals »bo had sought asylum with him. He 
hates all Arabs atld holds the Bagdad Government 
in contempt. He has three sous, Ranuf, Batra Ah 
Iq 1 v.) and Latif, He speak v Turkish and Arabic in 
addition to Kurdish. 

78* Maud Mustafa 

Kurd of Nulaimaniya. born about iS95. An oilicer 
in the Turkish Army during the TiiM World War, he 
remained pro- l urkish for some time and laicr hecame 
an active supporter of Sheikh Mahmud 

Appointed Mud Li NahJya 1927; Qaimniaqam 
193R-3J: MuDranif 1935-4E: he wife an able 
administrator. 

His altitude during Radud All’s rebellion in 1941 
was equivocal, and he forfeited Hie trust of both sidea. 
On the Regent’s return to Bagdad he Was suspended 
for four year* for having complied with Rashid Ali’s 
orders. 

Nevertheless in December 1943 the Regent rciuo 
luntiy agr.-cd to hi a appointment as Minister v.ithoul 
Portfolio to advise on Kurdish affairs in Nuri Said's 
Government He achieved a peaceful scltktncm wnih 
Muita Mustafa of Barean in Januar) 1944* but 
resigned with (he whole Cabinet in June 1944. 

Appointed Minister of Social Affairs under Nuri 
Sai-J in September I95ti and elected Deputy for 
Erbil in November |950. Minister of Social Affairs 
under Mustafa .d (‘man July 1952 j nc j under 
Nuniddin M thmitd November 1952. Resigned in 
rtaoember 1052 , Deputy for Sulatimntya January 
1953. Re-elected June 1954 largely through 
Government -jitervention in the elections* but not "in 
September 3.954. Minister of Social Affairs under 
Jamil Madfai, January ami May 1953, 

All hough he is a Kurd hm and an Irani affer- 
ward.s, Majid proved an able Minister. He 
so light the assistance of ihb embw* on numerous 
ocinw in connesicut with the rcorgo nisation of his 
Min-taft-, fo (he stimrner of 195 1 iHJ wiB given a 
Lour of social services in the United Kingdom by 
the British Council and returned an enthusiastic 
admirer of Britain and with a much improved know¬ 
ledge of English* Subsequently, however, the apathy 
n r other members of the Cabinet to In- idea> of 
social reform discouraged him. and* with the 
resignation of Jamil Madfal’s Government, returned 
to Eiis large and 'successful business interests which 
include a marble quarry in Rowanduz. 

79. Mar .Shimum tflk Beatitude) 

Esfoti Mar Shimun XXlllrd. Patriarch of the 
Assyrians. Born about 1909* tic sueereded to the 
patriarchate in E92(> when a child Educated m 
EngtaruJ at a seminary in Canterbury, 
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After hi* return to Iraq he inspired the mutiny of 
the Assyrian Levies isi 1932 and the exodus of the 
Assyrians to Syria in t L >33 which precipitated the 
mnssueres in Mosul hwa of that year. He wbs 
deported m 1933 and given asylum m Cyprus, He 
spent the next sc sen vwf> in Europe, mostly in 
England and Geneva* trying to obtain assistance for 
biv people. Granted British naturalisation in 1939 
and went fcu Cyprus, out in 1940 he went to America 
and nav since been living in Chicago, taking a full 
purl :n intrigues which split the Assyrians bain inside 
auo outside lra,j. 

Mur Shimon's aim was to establish the whole 
Assyrian community in a compact enclave under Ins 
own spiritual and temporal authority. His political 
inexperience and overweening ambitions caused Ins 
people much needles* .suffering. 

§&» Mndhdffjtf Ahmad. O.H.EL 

Sunni* bom in I Lila in 1340. Educated in Bagdad, 
he wjs an officer in the Turkish army. 

Gazetted Asiisiant (fonmumdaiti of Police in 3 92], 
lie bj, promoted Commandant in 1922. After a 
course at the Birmingham City Police School he was 
appointed principal of the Inspectors* Training School 
and thereafter held several appointments on the head¬ 
quarters stall of the police. As Director of the C.LD 
after Rashid Alt's rebellion he enforced energetic 
anthSazi measures His reputation in the police wa* 
high. 

Director-General of Civil Defence 1941 43; 
Multisarrif of Kamadi 1^43 ; Basra 1444 45 ; Mosul 
1946 : Bagdad 1 94(5-4 s He was allotted some of 
the Hunt for p dicc action against ihc January I94S 
demonstrations and was removed to the Adminj.slra- 
Eis: Inspectorate in March 1948. He was appointed 
Mayor of Bagdad in 1^19. and in 195-0 refused the 
Directorate-General of Polkc in succession to Ala 
Hejazi Director-General of the Dale 

Association. 1951. Vluiasarrif of Basra. Februarv 
1953. Placed on pension in January 1955 as a result 
of corrupt practices in Basra. 

Appointed Honor try O El.H. for war services 1946. 

He is a nohshed and popular man and a keen 
sponsman. He is related through his mother to 
Nuri Said and to the Askari family, and his wife, 
who appears in public, is a Pa now. He and his wife 
speak good English and Turkish and some French 


81, Muhammad At! al CheEahi 

Shia of Kadhimain, born atom 1910 Brother 
ol Abdul Hadl Chclabt L/.r.]. In 1933, after 
stud vine .it the AmerLcpn University of Beirut, he 
went to London to study economics. In 1938, was 
given :i post in the Agricultural and Industrial Bank 
In 1941 he was transferred to the newly-opened 
Rati.tain Batik in Bagdad. oF which he was appointed 
director in 1945. 

He speaks aond English and h married to a 
decorative Si 1 1 m who speaks good French, 

An able but somehow rather unattractive 
character. 

82. Muhammad VIi Mahmud 

Sunni of Bagdad, born 1895, Educated Bagdad 
Law School and employ ed in the Ministry of Justice, 
in which he rote to become Director-General. He 
also helj pmi of Director .Genera I Tnpu and in J q 35 
was .i member uf the Court of Cassation. 

Deputy for piysila iji the Parliament of 1935 and 
for Erbil in those of I9jd and 1937, Minister oF 
Finance in Hiknutt SisliintanN re-formed Cabinet of 
1937. 

He was Minister of Communications and Works in 
Rashid AliN unconstitutional Cabinet or April 1941. 
On its collapse he fled to Persia but was handed over 


to the British m September 1941- He was interned 
in Rhodesia and ,venl back to Iraq in 1944, where he 
was tried and sentenced ro five years' imprisonment, 
but released m 1947, lie was elected Deputy for 
Roy Sanpq in November 1950, 

His daughter is married to a sou of Jatar al 
Askari and probably tcc.ui.se of this connexion he 
joined Nuri Pasha's constitutional party in 6949.. 
Elected to the Centra] Committee of the Party in 
November 1950. Minister of Justice under Jamil 
Madfai Mu> 1953. Appointed Deputy Prime 
Minister in Dr. Jamali's lir>L Government 
September 1953 and Minister of Justice id his 
second, March 3954, He wav appointed a Senator 
in March 1954. Appointed Minister of Justice under 
Nun in August 1454 and has served as Acting Prime 
Minister and Acting Minister of Defence in Nun's 
absence, 

A pleasant man with moderate ability and drive. 
He was ctvcn the post of Acuna Minister of Develop¬ 
ment in April 1955 by Nuri in the hope tha! be 
would pu ! that Department together. He is a 
nationalist and a stubborn defender in negotiations 
ol what he believes to be Iraqi interests. Speaks 
Turkish and more English than he admits to, 

S3. Muhammad tfas&Ld kubkt 

.Shut ot It.jgilad. born l,K9( amt educated locally, 
in 1915 he became a teacher of Amble at tfw German 
School in Bagdad, After the occupation he set up 
in commerce in a small way. He entered the Law 
School in !920 and .is a student was associated, with 
the nationalist activities of Jnfar Ahu Tin;man. He 
graduated in 1923 and joined Governmerit service. 
Judg£ m Suwaira E927. jit Radhimatn 1951; legal 
draftsman in the Ministry of Justice 193S. 

Deputy 1944 and President of the Chamber 1947. 
Senator From July 1947 and Vice-President of the 
Senate Drivunbcr 1947, Minister for Social Adairs 
under Nmti Said 1943, he retained this portfolio in 
the succeeding Government of Hamdi Padmdii. but 
resigned to become President of the Chamber, Mini¬ 
ster of Justice under Ar.sh.id id Emari 194b and again 
in 194-8 under Murahim at P.ichaehi, Minister of 
Justice under Nuri Saul January 1940, Minister 
without Portfolio in Nuri Saids cabinet in December 
1953. Appointed Actina Minister of Health in 
April 1952, 

A weak individual who would never have become 
a Minister had he been born a Sunni. He wished to 
resign from Arsbad'j Cabinet in 1946 owing to the 
Prime Minister's interference with the Courts, hu( a 
word from the Regent restrained him. Me is pleasant 
amt friendly and proud of his erudition in Shariyn 
law He speaks no English. 

H4, Muhammad Itassan Salman fl>r,l 

Shin of Bagdad, bom 190S, Was a teacher in 
Government primary schools. Entered the Iraqi 
Medical College, graduated as a doctor iti 1934 and 
joined the Iraqi Medie+t! Service- Member of she 
Muthanna Club. Appointed Chief Medical Officer 
of Health at the Ministry of Education in Rashid 
Ah's rebel Governnieni. but after only one day in 
office he left for Turkey to undergo medical I rem¬ 
ittent Returned to Bagdad after the war and re¬ 
joined the Iraqi Health Service as a Chief Medical 
Officer. Appointed Director or AnEf Ahdul Itah 
Hospital for Chest Diseases at Tuw&iiha in April 
1951 Elected Deputy far Amora in January 1953 
and again in fiin«r and September 1954, Beta Ok 
M inister of Health under Jamil al Madfui in 
January 1953. Remained Minister oF Health on 
re-formation of Jamil a I MadfatV Cabinet in May 
1953, and was :i£aiin appointed Minister of HctiUli 
under Nuri Said in August 1954, tn this capacity 
he has brought hack into authority many doctors 
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who supporter! Rashid Ah. He is reported r be 
corrupt. He speaks some English. 

$5, Muhammad Undid 

Sunni, born t9i:6 of a merenant family of Mosul, 
Lducjted at Amcrtcan Umvcasity, Bciriu. 1924 to 
192S, and London Scnoot ot Econoinki l^Js u> 19JI. 

Employed in the Ministry of I- 1 mince 1931 to 1937; 
Deputy for Mosul 1937; MtfiLster of Supply under 
Nuri Paih.L in 194fj, he resigned from liiis Govern- 
raern ht protest against Government interference in 
the elections. 

He Was a prominent member of the so-called Ahali 
Group in the first halt of the l c> 30's. Tuts group 
aJ\'.Kited a mild form of socialism. Some of its 
members bier became Communists. In iiie liter 
Liu was associated with Kamil Chadcrchi's Demtv 
cralic Party and was one of the founder members of 
the National Dcmocratie Party in L946. He is Vice- 
President of this party which suspended activity in 
1948 but resumed In 1950. He resigned his seat in 
ihc Chamber in !95s> with the rest of the opposition 
deputies in protest against the intolerance of the 
Government and of Nuri Said's majority party. 
Visited the United Kingdom in 1951, 1952 and 1953. 
He was in London at the time of the 3 452 dis¬ 
orders. Letters of his criticising lhe "Old Guard" 
al lhat lime were published in Tftt Times and the 
Manchester Guardian. Re-ekcted Vice-President 
of the National Democratic Pari;. November 1953. 
Fleeted Deputy for Mosul in the National Front 
June 1954. 

Not elected in September E954 when the National 
Democratic Party boycotted the eketiopi. 

Apart from his political activities, he has Large 
business interests and is & partner with Kamil 
Klicdiiri in a flourishing soup business which exports 
to India and Egypt 

Mohammed Hi did is an intelligent and sincere 
democrat, an dfectivc speaker and a peTMiasiie 
writer. Init he has not made the intellcclual effort 
revtuired (0 iranvform ihc ideas he learned it the 
London School of Economics into a suitable policy 
for Iraq. Although a nationalaat and a critic of 
British influence in Iraq, he is friendly to us and has 
a number of British friends. Ite dislikes Americans. 
He \peaks excelleni English. 

84, Mu ham in.id M.didi al Jawahiri 

A Shi a born at Nciaf in |90f. Al one time he 
was employed by the Ministry of Education, but 
was remove,1 from :-e:vice pH-.': u- Baki Sidqi'a 
coup fcfiit in 1936. He ha- long been assuKiatOil 
with various Left-wing nesvspapers, but is best 
known its a poet for which he has a considerable 
reputation throughout the Arab-speaking world- He 
has published two volumes of his works, and Ls at 
present working on the publication of a further two 
volumes, for which he received a grant from the 
Ministry of 1 ducal ion of £.100 early in 1952. 

He is a man of pronounced Left-wing views, bus 
atlhough he is ideologically a Marxist lie is noL an 
activist. 

He has b«n praiuinenriy connected with the 
" Peace" movement in Iraq, and in November 1950 
was elected as a member of the World Peace Council 
at the Second World Peace Congress, held in Warsaw 
in November E950. In May 1951 he left Iraq for 
Egypt arid is known to have attended a meeting uf 
die Peace Council at Vienna before returning to 
Iraq in November 1953. 

For this reason he has been severely criticised 
fn leading Left-wing persons, and it' has been 
alleged lhat the grant Itc received bom the Ministry 
of Education for publishing tus works was 

the price of his silence He was arrested after the 
riots in November 1952. Since his release he appears 
10 have abandoned his Left-wing activities. He 


recited a poem in praise of the monarchy during trie 
celebration* at King Faisal Haaccc^ion. Contested 
the 1954 elections bat withdrew. 

In January 1951 he became chief editor of a 
new Left-wing newspaper. ,4i Thabot* until iti 
suppression by Uic Government tn April 1952, He 
then became owner and editor ui another new Left- 
wing daily newspaper, At Jihrni. This was sus¬ 
pended m November 3 952. In 1953 he began pub- 
iishins .n new newspaper, Al iadid. 

In 3 951 he Iwcame chief editor is-f j. Left-Wing 
newspaper Ai Jihmi, which was suppressed after a 
year. He then became owner and editor of a new 
Left-wing paper At Thabat which lasted only four 
mouths. His must recent essay in journalism. 
At K a j at Am, lifted from 1955 until November 
L954. when he failed to qualify for renewal of Emt 
license under the now press Law. He continues to 
operate a priming press and to cultivate in the 
Amaru province a plot of land presented to him by 
the Jamah Goveinpieni in 3953, 

S7. Muhammad Muhdi bublm 

Born j bout l4t.li:) of the well-known Bagdad Isiiia 
(jnitly o! Kubba. he was educated in the religious 
seminar. a,t Najaf in Grammar, Persian and 
theology. 

After the First World War lie engaged in quite a 
humble way in the lexiiEc trade in common with 
other members of iite family. He never held Govern¬ 
ment office of any kind until 194S„ although he was 
once s Deputy for Bagdad in 1937. 

He was a member of the NaUdmlisi Muthan.su 
Ouh from its foundation and was helped into 
poliiies by i fellow member Dr, Jamnli (rr i-K He 
developed pro-A sis sympathies during a vi&Li jo 
Germany in the late 3d's but look no active pan in 
the Rashid All movement. 

Me was made president oi the Isbqlal Party on is-, 
formation in 1946, probably owing to bis Shi,i 
origin, well-known name, arid clean record. His voice 
in its councils is less effective than those of Faiq 
Sani.ifr-Li and Siddiq ShenshaL Rc-elecicd president 
OF the Istiqlal Party in November 3950, he strongly" 
supported the Persian Government in their efforts to 
naliortaltse the Anglu-lranian Oil Company in 1053 
Minister of Supply in the Sadr Cabinet ol January 
1948. he resigned in June over die conduct of the 
elections, However, he hceame Deputy for Bagdad 
in these elections, but resigned his seat in protest, m 
common with the rest, of the opposition, in March 
1950 He was rc-clecied in the by-elections in June. 
Resigned with the other hliqlat Deputies from the 
Chamber of Deputies in February 1052. He took a 
prominent part of Ihc agitation which led to the runs 
in November 1052. after which he was interned. 

Tn November 1953 re-elected President of 3 si iqFa 3 
Party, and in June 1954 was returned unopposed for 
Bagdad. He took his parly into the National Front 
in the elections of June 6954. collaborating with the 
National Democratic Party ami the Peace*Partjflami, 
rhouch ibis manoeuvre obtained a measure of 
success there were indications that he w-a< not 
altogether happy wiih a El the policies of his 
associates, particularly the Gmvmmisi line on 
J ' Peace w ith Israel. 1 ' 

Elected again for Bagdad in September 1454 as 
an Independent, he later resigned his sect in favour 
»f ;i nephew. 

An unlidy looking man. he lias a reputation for 
sobriety and honesty. His enemies accuse him of 
folly rattier than knavery.. Intelligent, but not 
politically astute, he only speaks Arabic and Persian. 
He is i strong opponent of British " imperialism 

8#. Muhammad Rid ha Sliahibi tSah icl> 

Shitt of Nejaf, bom 1UJI9, Educated in the religious 
schools of Ntjif In 19(13 he began to publish poetry 










m ihe Egyptian periodic*! press and acquired a 
reputation as a litcmrv man. He played some pan in 
the nationalist discurbUKX? tn NejaF during die 
occupation. Irt S9'II9 he was sent lo the Hc>az by 
some Iraqi mtuoudists to offer the Iraqi throne to 
tin. Amir Abdullah; ibenoe he w ent io Syria and did 
not return to Bagdad. until 192 L 

He w,:-. a member of the Ccmstiluertt Assembly 
end was Deputy for Bagdad in most Iraqi Parlia¬ 
ments until 1935. Senator ftym 1935 to 1943 and 
President of the Senate for a few months in 193”, 
He returned to the Lower House in 1943 and w*i 
its President in 1943-44. He resigned from Parliii- 
meat with the Opposition deputies in March 1950. 
Deputy for Bagdad, January 1953. 

Sr i 951 he played a prominent pari an the forma¬ 
tion of the United Popular Front and was elected 
Chairman of the Front’s Political Committee. He 
was offered (he Deputy Premiership by Nasiai a I 
Parisi during fori abortive attempt to form a Cabinet 
in January 1953, Tn November 6953 elected 
President. United Popular Front, succeeding Tataa 
al Hisbimi, Appointed Senator in February 1934. 

Minister for Education tinder Vasin at Kashi mi in 
1924. he resigned from this Government with Rashid 
Ali Gaibni over the Turkish Petroleum Company 
concession, A. hit Minister for Education in 1935 
under Vasina) HoaHinii, under Jamil Madfai in 1937 
and 3^4J P tarid under Mohammed al Sadr in I94S. 

A genial old bigot whose views on education are 
strongly reactionary. He is a strong critic of British 
influence in Iraq, but he is personally friendly to 
Englishmen. He is on good terms with Nuri a I Said. 
He~ speaks no English. 

89. Muhammad al Sadr (Sfliyid) 

Shia of Kudhsmain. hom about I £85, Ed coated in 
religious circles at KaJhimain, 

He was a strong nationalist in the catty days of 
the British occupation and took an active pars in the 
insurrection of 1920, He fled to Syria after its sup¬ 
pression and returned with King Faisal in June 1921 

Appointed Senator in 1925. He was president of 
dte Senile from 1929 io 1937 and again after a short 
interval from 1937 to 1943, He was several times 
a member of the Recency Council during the 
Regent's and King Faisal H T s absence* from Iraq, 
Prime Minister January to June 1948 He 
administered the oath at King Faisal Sfs accession. 
Was elected President of the Senate in Dec.:iTih:r 
1953 

Muhammad a I Sadr s political importance ts due to 
his religious prestige and bis nationalist past. For 
these rcuvoits lie is always consulted at moments of 
crisis but his weakness, ignorance and Incapacity were 
amply proved by his tnial failure as Prime Minister 
10 restore normal cond iiion< after the disturbances 
in Bacdad which removed Saleh labrand secured the 
rejection of the Portsmouth Treat, in Janmtrv 1948, 
He speaks no English but does his best to fee friendly, 
His health has much deteriorated and he does not 
now play an active purl in politics. 

9fl, Muhammad Shafiq al Wtri 

Sunni of Ana. Bom 1908. Graduate of the 
Bagdad Law College. Joined Government ^rvfce 
in 1933, Served as n judge and in Juk 1946 
became a JuJgt: of a Court of Fip;t Instance In 
October (947 hreame President of chr Sunni Sharia 
Bench of Cassation and in August 1952 Director- 
General or .-Vuuaf. Minister of Slate in Sente mber 
1953 and in temporary charge of the Ministry of 
Social Affairs, in January 1954. Appointed h> ihc 
Court of Cassation, March 1954 Director-General 
of AlUJaf (rcltyi.tjs irwhi in Govern her 1 954 A 
devout Sunni, in close touch with the orthodox 
religious organisations. Speaks no English, 


91, Muhammad Siddiq Sbcusba! 

Sunni, born In Mosul about 190®. Studied law al 
EljgJud and Damascus. He subsequently studied at 
the Sorboimc. returning to lra<| in 1939- 

AFtcr serving us a Legal Adviser to the Ministry fur 
Foreign Affairs he became Director of Propaganda 
under Rashid Ali in 1941. .Although acquitted of 
site charges brought against him he was interned. In 
1446 lie took a leading part in the formation of tlsc 
Isliqlal Party, Resigned with the Other hriqtul 
Deputies from the Chamber of Deputies in 
February 1952. Did not contest the 1953 eleetiom. 
In November 1953 elected Secretary-General of the 
LtitjEal Party and in June I^54 Deputy far Mosul- 
Hl vn s re-elected in Sc pi ember 1954. 

Ssdiq ShertShal is violently anti-British and he 
keep;< up a Slow of invective against the British 
connexion in Parliament and in the press. He is 
married to a sister of Ytinis SabVvi who was 
executed for the part he played in the Rashid Ati 
revolt, h sometime* called the Iraqi Goebbcls; 
effectively silenced for the lime being by the reiurn 
to power of Van at Said- 

92, Muhammad Salim al Radhi 

Sunni, born Bagdad 1899, He was educated in 
Bagdad, the American University of Beirut and the 
Uni versifies of California and Texas, from which he 
obtained doctorates tn Agriculture and Science. 
Returning to Iraq in 1926 he joined the Department 
of Agriculture, in which he eventually became, and 
remained for several year?. Director-Gaieral, 

DirectOT“GcMrai of Labour in the Ministry of 
Social Alfair-S. 1946. Iraqi Minister in Tehran. 
1947-49, Appointed first Iraqi Minister to India* 
July 1949. Ambassador there, 1953. .Ambassador 
to Lebanon tn 1954. mid in 1955 returned to 
JiagdaJ to erve ui Lhc Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

lie is a landowner and i s connected with the 
wealthy Shabandar family. His reputation in the 
Department of Agriculture was good, but as Minister 
in Tehran he was run popular with the Persians. Iraqi 
Shia* accuse hirst of being a fanatical Sunni. Ho and 
his attractive wife both speak English wjlt. 

93, Mu 13a Mustafa 

Kurdish chieftain of Bar/an, bom lIxuu I&9S, 
Younger bfotlicr of Ahmad of Barzan MuLla 

is a name not a title. 

He was the lighting leader of the Baraams in the 
troubles of 1911-32, lurrendcred with Sheikh Ahmad 
in 1933* and was banished to Sulsimnniya. where he 
lived for ten years in poverty on a small allowance 
from ine Government 

in I ' r 43 he escaped to Itarean* where he soon 
became involved in skirmishes with the Iraqi police. 
At first concerned only with his own position, he later 
began to pos? as a champion of Kurdish nationalism 
and won much Kurdish rympathv and support. He 
resisted successfully the forces of police and troops 
seni against him. In January 1944. a settlement wjs 
arranged, and he visited Bagdad to make submission 
tn the Regent, Reluming to Ramin, he remained 
restless, but was, formally pardoned in April 3 945, 
when the Iraqi Government announced a programme 
for improving security and developing agriculture in 
the Bjrran area. 

Becoming impatient, he again took up arms ngamsl 
the Government in August 1945, Large Iraqi force* 
and clever briherv administered by Mustafa al Ufiran 
(o.v.i evcmuatly defeated the Rirzarus, anti he and 
his brother Ahmed fled lo Persia, where they were 
well recrivtd bv the Russian authorities. 

After th^ collapse of itie Persian Kurdish inde¬ 
pendence movement led by OaJ.i Muhammed. Mulla 
Mustafa and his. brother 'retired before ihe Perrian 
forces and entered Iraq in May 1947, Sheikh Ahmad 
surrendered lo lhc Iraqi Government but Mulla 


Mustafa refused unconditional surrender and 
managed to escape woth a few hundred men through 
Turkey and Azerbaijan into the Soviet Union 
At first welcomed by the Rushan 4 ntlunitics f hut. 
now. it iaid, d&vf ised. Mulla remains in the 
U.S.S.K, Popular fear of Isis eventual return keeps 
'ni$ name alive in Iraq. 

94, Mu hu Nh a bandar 

Sunrii of Bagdad, bom 1899* the son of a wcalLliv 
landowner His brother Ibrahim is a protnineM 
Bagdad merchant Educated in Bagdad and in 
Switzerland, he was m Europe from l 9 tg to 1932 1 
mostly in Swiwerland and Germany, 

Joined the Iraqi Foreign Service' 1932; Secretary 
of Iraqi delegation to the League of Nations, 1933 l 
F irst Secretary, Berlin, 1935, In 3937 licjcv^.s accused 
of giviny certificates of expert to Iraq ft r munitions 
destined for .Spain. He was recalled and arrested, 
but proceedings against him were dropped, 

Dcpitiy for Amara 1937 to 1939. 

R^-appotntcd to the Foreign Service 1939 and sent 
lo Berlin as charge d'affaires. Assistant Director- 
General in the MinisU-y fqr Foreign Affairs. October 
1954. MiniEHer far Foreign Affairs in lhc unconstUu- 
liL’inn! Government of Rashid Ali in April 1941. He 
fled lo Persia afier Rashid All’s collapse, but wji 
caught and interned in Rhodesia and later sent back 
to Ira'.] for trial. Ifc was sentenced in 1944 io five 
years’ imprison mem and sequestration of properly. 
Owing to ill-hsalth he did not serve all his sentence. 

He has been free since 1947 and in 1949 he joined 
Huri Said", Constitutional Union Patty arid was 
appointed M:Pi-”r 1.5,'nlaveiJS Appointed kti? 
bassidor in Washington in June 1953. In March 
1954 was named as Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
Jamah*, second Cabinet hm succeeded in staving in 
Washington. Returned to Iraq in October 1954 as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs under N'uri bui was 
atum app-v.ited Ambassador to Washinai^n in 
May 1955. 

Mum Shabindar is not fl strong personality. He i.s 
intelligent and aocommodiMing. an official rather iiian 
a ptMilkian He was. not a success u.s Fnreigit 
Minister an-.t 1 ii?h failure to lake a clear-cut line got 
the Iraq G.ivernmem into difftculttes with the other 
Arab Governments on various occasions. He is 
married to a Lebanese and speaks English, French 
and Grravan, 


95. Mimuf-i a I l rnari 

Sunni of the Unuri family of Mosul. Bom in 1S93 
and educated at the Batidid Law School, lie served as 
.m officer in the Turkish forces in Mesopotamia in 
the first world war and was taken prisoner. 

He entered Government service at lhc end of the 
war, served as OriimnHjqam and Muttsinif in several 
distriet.s and also held (he posts of Aorouniard- 
G-’urn ral and Director-General Lif fntcrior, 

He was Minister oF Interior nmlcr Hit mat Snlaiman 
in 1937; uiixlef Jamil Madfai. 1937-38 and in 1«4i 
under Hamdi Pachaeht, 1^44 46 and under Mumhjrn 
Pacliachi in 1945 ] [c has also been Minister oj 

.liLetiL. 1 under Madia:in E.iie 1938,of Economics under 
Muhimmcd is Sadr, Januarv-Jimc 1948 fActing 
Interior from March I94S onwards), and without 
Portfolio under Muzjhim at the end of 1948 and 
under Nuri Slid from December 1950, He has 
been a Senator viiuv 1937. Acting Prime Minister 
during N'uri Said A absences from Iraq in the Him 
half of 1952. accompanied the Regent to Amman 
in June 1952. In July he became Prime Minister. 
He resigned when rioting broVi.- out in November 
His term a.s a Senator expired in 1954 and despite 
his wire-pulling has not tven renewed He iried lo 
iifganisc a Mor of young rx-putiev critical of the 
Government in the l q 53 Pirlianxiu but it came lo 


nothing. He pushes hi:, political views through hL 
son-in-law* Ranizi al Grtiiri, Dcputs let Mosul" 

Of all Iraqi politicians and olJiciais Mu^ufa is 
probably the most notorious for corruption. He is 
abo one of the most capable adminisiralotrs in die 
country ] lc may he said to exhibit die best and 
the worst reaturtw of Lhc Ottoman idea of Govem- 
tiient. His administration dureng 1945 and his con¬ 
duct of the 194-li elections aroused severe criticism, 
but he jserved ]iis country well during ihe Rarzans 
troubles of 1945. when his well-directed bribery was 
of great assistance to the Iraqi forces operating 
aguinri Mu Pa Muslufa. His term as Prime Minister 
was almost disastrous, however. His unimaginative 
band ting of the Opposition parties* demand for direct 
elections was one of thi; causes *4 the riots in 
November 1952, and his resignation ut the h-eignt of 
(he disorders was almcwl criminally irresponsible. 
Is slowly on Ids way out. He speaks onlv a little 
Hng!j.sh, 


9f», '*■! u/ahiii] Amin al Pachuchi 

Sunni t>[ Bagdad, bom IkkH, Educated at the Law 
School in Bagdad and graduated in J 12 . Before the 
i9!4 war he was a strong Arab nauomilisL Hl- xs :0(e 
for Arab na dona list papers and had to flee to B&&ra 
in 1913 to escape arrest. After the war fie was 
employed as a magistrate b> the occupation authori¬ 
ties ici Basra and returned to Bagdad io 3922. 

He joined Government service io March 1923 and 
became Minister of Communications and Works 
under Vasin al H.tsliinit in 1 924. En 1927 he was sent 
io London as Iraqi Diplomatic Agent, returning in 
192k, Minister of Economic* and Communications 
under Nun Pasha. January 1931. and almost immedi¬ 
ately after Minister of Interior in Ihe same Govern¬ 
ment. Efe resigned in October 19,31 because of 
differences with his colleagues over his dismissal of 
llie Amin al Asima. Vlahmud Subhi Doftari. In May 
1932 he was charged with complicity in the circulation 
of scurrilous letters about the King. He was tried 
and ae juiued in October l*J?2. 

Iraqi Minister at Rome acid Permanent Iraqi dele¬ 
gate at Geneva, 1954: Minister at Pans. 1939; he 
remained there a-, Minister to the Vichy Government 
and did not return when Iraq broke off relations in 
N'Oi, ember l^i! hm went instead (o Rome. In 1944 
lie went to Geneva and sought facilities to reiurn to 
Iraq, which were refused. He eventually returned in 
November 1945. 

Prime Minister, June I ^48 to January 1949: deputy 
Pnme Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs under 
Mi Jawda:. December 1949 to February 19<0, He was 
appointed Senator in 1948 hut the appcirttmeni was 
held to be constitutionally invalid by a High Court 
in 195(1, He left Iraif for Egypt and Saudi Arabia just 
before the ev^uc of this deersjon. Hl’ returned to 
Iraq in November 1950 and look a leading part in the 
formation of the Lniicd Popular Front in May 3951. 
Resigned from the Front in May 1952. 

Mma hint’s character proems sonic contra diction 
He is a strong nationalist nndi resent* " imperialism " 
deeply* but he has been much influcnoed by the Social 
IX'mocratic ideas which he has encountered during 
hri prolonged residence in Western Europe, He h 
often reasonable, but can be stupidly obstinate. 
Politically courageous at times, at others be gives tip 
without a struggle. His ideas on general policy are 
sensible, but ai a political tactician he h inept" He 
hates Nuri Pu^ha and -strongly resents his influence 
wdh the Crown Prince, This has led him to criticise 
the latter indiscreetly on occasion. In particular he 
opposed the methods by W'hich Nuri carried out 
his rapprochement with Turkey in 1954 and United 
Kingdom accession to the Traqol jikish pad in 
1955 as policies contrary lo Arab unity. He is very' 
deaf. He speak* L'nglish. 












He has kept m rite background, during tile p^.si 
years and ijs still not reconciled with th-c Crown 
Prince, 

97. Nudhli Steffi 

Sunni. originally of the Ubaid tribe. Horn Bagdad 
IH-liT, Educated at the Military' College, Istanbul, 
and gazetted an officer In the Turkish army in 1909, 
He served in Syria in the Turkish Coastal Defence 
farces throughout the first world war, Afterwards he 
joined King, 1 rival's army in Syria and fought agams! 
the French at Mri salami in 1920* 

After the expulsion of hiisal from Syria he returned 
to Bagdad and for tome years was a secondary school 
teacher. During this period he graduated from the 
Bagdad Law School, 

He joined the Iraqi army in 1927, In 1935 foe 
attended army mana’uvres m Lngland, and on his 
return was given command of the Iraqi Stall College, 
Brigadier and Assistant C-G-S-. 1937; retired* 1939, 

Minister of Defence under Jamil Madfai, June to 
October 1941. Deputy for Dulrim. 1943 to 1947. 
Founder member of Saleh Jabr's Papular Socialist 
Pliny, June 1951. He was described as a pleasant 
but colourless Munster, He plays no further part 
m politics, 

9k. Vadim Shakir id Paehachi (Dr.) 

Sunni of Bagdad, born 1914. Nephew of the laic 
Hamdi Piicbadbi and of Muza him Pachacbi 
Edueated at Victoria College, Alexandria and London 
Lrti vasty. 

Returned to Bagdad in 1936 and was appointed to 
the Ministry of Economics in which he rose to be 
Dtrcctor-Octtctil by 1944,, 

He was a member of the Iraqi Delegation to the 
United Nations, in 1944 and visited London and 
America in 194$ to try to obtain support for the 
proposed Iraqi Oil Refinery at Baiji. Early in 1950 
he quarrelled with hi* Minister. Dhia Jaafar. and 
tendered his resignation. His resignation was mu 
accepted and he was appointed Director-General of 
Oil Affairs in June 1950. In this capably he was u 
member of the Iraqi Delegation to the negotiations 
with the Iraq Petroleum Company in ihe summer and 
autumn of IWO. In March 1951 he again became 
Director-General of Economies. He again visited 
the United Km adorn in connexion with tenders for 
the oil refinery and the Iraq Government’s gold case 
against the Iraq Petroleum Company Played a 
leading pa it m the negotiations of 1951. 

In July 1^52 he became Minister of Economics 
under Mustafa al Um&ri Joined Nuruddin 
MahtnwFs Cabinet in the Saule capably in Decem¬ 
ber 1952. Minister of Male under Juntil Madf.il 
in May 1953 Elected Deputy for Bagdad in 
January 1953. In Juh 1953 was appointed Minister 
of Development in Junta] MadEoTs Government, In 
1 454 he vi' ited (lie United Kingdom ns member of 
Iraqi Parliamentary Delegation and in June and 
September I9J4. wa■■ rc-decEed Deputy For Bagdad 
running in double harness with Abdul Karim a I 
Lfzri fq.v.l. Minister of Economics Linder Nun 
vtnee August 1954. 

Nadim has not a very tfrofig pcrsanitliiy but he is 
an exceptionally intelligent and competent official 
whose rapid rite was not entirely due to the influence 
of his family. He is friendly and co-operative. In 
addition to his official position he is a landowner 
and farmer on a large scale. Me divorced his first 
wife (a Pacluichil in E947 in order to many a cabaret 
artiste He divorced his second wife in 1950 a ltd 
married an American girl in 1952 He speak? 
excellent English 

99. Niji al Aril (Dr.) 

Bagdud Sunni, born about 1895. A graduate of the 
Constantinople Medical School in Ottoman timex. he 


first became prominent in 1922 as semi-official 
Hashimitc representative in London. Alicr I bn 
Sauct's conquest of the Hcjaz lie became destitute and 
wa% deported to Iraq m 1925 . 

Employed in ihc Iraqi Military Mudical Service 
from 1926, he was appointed Iraqi Consul-General 
and charge d'affaires in Jidda in 1911 and transferred 
to Mohautmcrah in 1932. Acting Director-General ol 
Foreign Affairs 1933 -34; Counsellor in Tehran 1915: 
Master of Ceremonies at the Palace 195b- 

Minisler for Foreign Affairs under Htkftlul Sulai- 
man 1936-37. he went into retirement after that 
Cabinet’s resignation until [944, when he was 
appointed Director'General of Antiquities. Appointed 
permanent Iraqi delegate 10 the United Nations 
Ore-LniviEiorv by ihe Sadr Cabinet in February 1948, 
he was recalled in June 194$ and returned to the 
Antiquities Department Appointed an Active 
Member 01 the Iraq Academy in November 1949, 
He organised the Avicenna" Festival in Iraq in 
March H52. October 1953 was elected President of 
Eraq Academy, 

A polished and intelligent but ponderous man, he 
is a dose friend of MAmci Suleiman but is 

not now on close terms with the active politicians. 
He began well in the Antiquities Department but Inter 
his work was affected by hss personal financial difTi- 
cultics He speaks English well. 

10(1, ’Saji Miuukat 

Sunni of Bagdad, born IRQ I, brother of Sami 
Shaukai (q.v.k Educated Istanbul und freewne a 
reserve officer in the Turkish Army, Joined dte Arab 
revolt at Aqaba in 1916, 

He returned to Bagdad in 1919 and from 1921 to 
I92S was Mutasurcif of various southern Itwas, ending 
with Bagdad 1924-2$. 

He first two me a Deputy in 1*29; Minister of 
Interior under Abdul Muhsin Snadun in 192$ and 
Again in 1929; Iraqi Minister at Ankara 1930-31; 
Minister of Interior under Nuri Said 1931; Prime 
Minister J932 l Minister of Interior under Jamil 
Madia; 1933: ugiin Iraqi Minister al Ankara 1914. 
Sr rhis capacity he accompanied Tautiq Ruseu Aras, 
the (hen I'urfckih Minuter for Foreign Affairs, on an 
official viril In Iraq ixl 19,37. He was [iiun offered 
a portfolio ni the Government of Hikmal Sulaimin, 
but declined because of his objection to llefcf Sidqi’s 
influence- Minister of Interior under Nun Said 1938. 
hut resigned in April 1939. Minister of Justice under 
Rashid Ali March 1940. 

After the collapse of France he became a strong 
advocate of reinsuring with the Axis and. with Rashid 
All’s approval, he went to Istanbul in September 
1940 to establish contact with the German 
Ambassador. Herr von Pa pen. He resigned from the 
Government in January 1941, but became Minister 
of Defence in the unconstitutional cabinet formed 
by Rashid Ali in April 1941. During the Rashid Alt 
rebellion in May he went to Turkey to ir> to enlist 
Turkish support for Rashid AliN cause, and remained 
in Turkey after the collapse of the rebellion. He was 
tried rii absentia by court martial and sentenced to 
fifteen rears* imptisotutlcni. He spent the war years 
between Berlin and Rome, receiving a Minister s 
sal.irv from the Reich Governtnenl in the .summer 
of 1945 he was arrested in Italy, sent back to Iraq 
and imprisoned 

He was pardoned by (ho Regent in May 1948, 
but rarely appear; in public. He attended the 
memorial service for King George VI an the Anglican 
Church in Bagdad. 

101. Nftjib »l Raw! 

Sunni of Bagdad, horn about 1898; brother of 
Ahmed al Rawi fa.v.), Educated al (he Bagdad Law 
School, he worked for a short lime as a clerk in the 


Revenue Department under the British Administra¬ 
tion- He ha^ a large practice as a lawyer and was 
President of the Lawyers' Association ih 1942 and 
again in 1947. 

He entered politics as a protege of Nuri Said in 
1930 und was Deputy for Du [aim in the l^artinmcnLv 
of E930, 1934, 1937, 1943. 1947 and 1945. He 
resigned hh scat with the Opposition Deputies in 
March 1950. 

Minister of Education under Tauliq Survuidi 194b; 
Minister of Justice under Mohammed a I Sadr in 1948: 
Minister of Education in the succeeding Governments 
of Muza him al Pachachi. Nuri Said and Ah jaudat, 
June L948 to February 1950, He represented Iraq at 
the Paris Session of U NO, in September E94S. 
Appointed Iraqi Sfmister in Cairo in August 1950, 
and Ambassador in November I9?2. He has on the 
whole made a success oT lib mis Un to Lv-nt it ml 
Hiiectssivc Goveramcols have been ctmictii with him, 
In January 19.54 his term of duly was extended for a 
further two years, 

Politically lie is a trimmer and has a foot in 
.several camps, though he Is generally regarded as 
primarily a Pab.ee "mar, He is. friendly to the 
British connexion hut is not altogether trustworthy. 
He is married to one of the Dfighcsiani sisters und 
speaks a little EngtEsh. 

102, Najib al Ruhali (Major-Geeera!) 

A Sunni Muslim of the influential Rubais family. 
Brother of Hasrib al Rubaii. the Deputy Chief of 
ticiieraE Slut! [Adstrinblration I fr/.r.V Vdmiltcd 
Sdridhurs,! in i92S and is now a major-general in 
comm.ind of the 3rd Cadre Division, 

Is i- wry well educated man, with considerable 
academic kanmgs, which lie prefers to soldiering. 
His English is good, though he is too much sin Arab 
to enjoy speaking anything but Arabic, He is very 
religious and is capable of interfering in polities if 
his conscience directed -such a course. 

103. Nasral al Fa-rivi 

Sunni or Bagdad, bom about lS9ff. Educated 
Bagdad Law School. 

He was conscripted for the Turkish Army before 
he had graduated, and served us a Warrant officer 
during the 1914-18 war in which he saw service 
against the Russians at Hamadun and again*,! the 
British in Kut. 

After the war he completed his legal studies in 
hianbut and returned io Bagdad about 1922- 

He served for several years in the twenties !ts legal 
draughtsman in the Ministry of Justice, 

First Deputy for Bagdad in |92(i and again in 1932, 
and in mo*t of the Iraqi Parliaments since lhen. He 
resigned his seat with the Opposition Deputies in 
Match I95a. 

Director-General of Foreign Affairs 1935 Iraqi 
dclegate at Geneva 1917 to 1918. He was appointed 
Iraqi MiniHer al Ankara in April 1943 but did oot 
proceed. In 1945 lie wau a member of tin- Iraqi 
delegation at San Francisco, 

Minister of Finance under Saji Shuukat 1932 and 
again under lams I Madfai 1931. Minister of 
Economics under Jamil Madfai. June to October 
i94L Minister for Foreign Affairs under Nun Said 
June |o October 1943. In the Cabinet of Muhammad 
Sadr of 1948 he was first Minister without Portfolio,, 
then Minister of [uterior and finally Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, He was closely associated with the 
formation of (he United E^opular Front in May 1951. 
Resigned from the From in May 1^52. Appointed 
j Senator in April 1953, 

After Uic elections in January 1951 he was 
asked m form a Cabinet. He first invited former 
members of the Istiqlal nnd National Democratic 
Parties to join but, when they refused, tried to form 
a coalition consisting of former members, of the 

48962 


Lnited Popular From and the Constitutional Union 
Party and a few Independents, Al the last moment 
Nun :, supporters withdrew and be abandoned Ills 
attempts to form a Government. His name h still 
occasionally mentioned as the next Prime Minister 
but somehow it never crimes off and age makes his 
chances less likely, 

Hasfit is more of a Turk than an Arab, although 
lie was known as Lin Arab nationalist in the twenties 
when he twtv a member of the Sba ab parly of Yasitj 
ni Hashimi. He is honest, intelligent and cautious. 
His approach to political questions is legalistic and 
theoretical- His friend Hikm.o Sulaiimn calls him 
'*■ Confucius." When considering any course of 
action be s«s the difficulties more clearly lliuii the 
advantages and k inclined to Ive obstructive. This 
charadensiic made him one of Iraq's worst Ministers 
of Interior. He is. a ^rtCCre reformer who believes in 
parliamentary democracy and, rescab (be abuses of it 
which are normal in Iraq, tie resigned from Nun’s 
Cabinet in [941 as a protest against the Regent’s 
interference in the elections. The nationalist slews of 
his rolinger days have been modified by experience, 
but be is still a firm opponent or what lie regards as 
undue British influence ejerci.vcd through Nuri and 
the Palace, His wife is prominent in Ladies’ Red 
Crescent activities* and hoih speak good English He 
is personally friendly to the British, 

104, Nuri al QndhJ 

Sunni of Bagdad, horn IS93. Graduated from 
Bagdad l aw School in Turkish tunes, and in 1914 
was a judge in Basra During the lim w-orld war he. 
sened a?, a reserve officer with the Furbish forces. 

He joined Iraqi Government service in 1921 after 
serving as judge in the Muntiltik under the Civil 
Administration. Vice-President nf the Civil CourLs 
in several provinces, including Bagdad, 1925. and 
Mosul. (937, Director-General of WaqfS, 1931. Head 
of Legal Drafting Depurcmerit, Ministry of Justioe, 
1936. Dhcceof-G eneral Ministry of Justice. March 
f L 4D, SccrcEary-Gcncral to the Council of Ministers, 
December (94 S and Head of the Diwan of the 
Council of Ministers in May 1950. 

He accompanied Nuri Said to Ankara for The 
negotiation of the traqi-Turitish Treaty of 1946 
Minister of Education. 3946. under Arsha'd al Ucmri, 
he afterwards relumed to Jiis pi^s with (he Council 
cm MinisEers. Appointed a member of tfoc Develop¬ 
ment Board in June 1952. Resigned in November 
1952, 

195. Nuri Sa’id, CLC.MTL, G.C.V .O.. D.S.O, 

Sunni of R-igdad. bi^rn 1888. son o! an accnunioitt 
of Mosul descent. Educated at Military College. 
Istanbul and smcd in the Balkan war, 

He was one of ihe founders of ihe Arab Nationalist 
Society, Al Ahd. in 1913 nnd joined the Arab army 
In the Hcjiii in 1916. He served in tin- army as 
C’ G.S. under his brothrr-in-Lw. Jafar :il Askari. At 
that time he was described as a good viralcgisi. clever 
and hard working, but rash and hot-beaded under tire. 
He won ihe DSQ. in 3917 and was appointed an 
honorary CMC- in |9|9 Honorary GC’M.G 
May 1955. 

After the 1^14 war he remained with Faisal in 
Syria and accompanied him to London and Paris in 
3919 and l‘*20. He was opposed to Falsa3 H s break 
with the French, 

He re turned lo Bagdad in February 1921 and soon 
after became C.G.S. and Dircctor-Gener.il of Police, 
retaining these appointments until 1922. 

He has been eleven times Minister of Defence,, in 
1922 (Acting). 1923. 1925, 1926, 1928, 1929 (twice). 
1033, 1^43 f Al r 1 nr 1 and 195 3 (twice) in Cabinets 
headed by Jjifar at Askari. Abdul Muhsin S.n’adun, 
Rashid Ali Gailani himself am! Jamil Madfai Nine 
times Minister for Foreign Affairs, in 1930, 1933 


n 





26 ] 


(twice), 1934. 1938 (Acting), 1940 (Acting), 1942 
(Acting*, m Cabinets headed by Rashid Ah GatLmi, 
J a nul Mjilfaj. Ah Jaudiat and himself, lie ha.? also 
been. Prime Minister in S93-0. 1931, 1938, 1939, 
1941 43, 1946, E949, 1950, 1951 and 1954. 

His aefeievenients sn diplomacy are also impressive 
He negotiated And Signed [he Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 
1930: he negotiated; the Ron Vciisinagc Agreement 
with N'ejd and the Hejaz, 1931. He signed the 
Eur edition Treaty and a Treaty of Commerce with 
Turkey m 1932 and negotiated and signed the 
Economic and Commercial Treaty with lurkey in 
!94h. He represented Iraq at the London conversa¬ 
tions in January 1939 . which eventually resulted in 
the issue of the 1939 White Paper on Palestine, and 
he Jod the Iraqi delegation to the United Nations 
General Assembly which decided the partition of 
Palestine in 194?, He was a member of the Iraqi 
delegation which signed the unratitled Fortsmayth 
Treaty wish the United Kingdom in E948„ He 
negotiated the Iraqi-Turkish Pact of February 195a 
and the An do- Iraqi Special Agree merit of April 
1955. 

After the R;kr Sidqi mditify coup of October 19 36 , 
during which Jafar a I Askari was murdered, Nuri 
retired with !us family to Egypt. He returned a year 
Later after B.-k? Sidqi bad been murdered and Hikmai 
SubiminS Government had fallen, but left again soon 
after and ^pent most of 1938 in Syria. Egypt and 
London, where he held a number of inconclusive 
conversations with poUridans on the Palestine prob¬ 
lem. In December 1938 he returned to Iraq and 
became Prime Minister as a result of a military 
demonstration organised on his behalf by Taha al 
Ha shim i and Hussain LawziL against the Govern¬ 
ment of Jamil Madfai- En January 1941 ho resigned 
from Rashid .All's Government, in which he was 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, because of Rashid All's 
increasing inclination towards the Axis Powers. In 
April (941, shortly before the army overthrew Taha 
a! H-i -himi and set up the unconstitutional Govern¬ 
ment l if Rashid AIL Nuri withdrew to Transjordan, 
where he remained until he was able to return with 
the Regent in June. He became Prime Minister in 
the autumn of the same year and remained in power 
until June 1944. During ibis period he collaborated 
closely wiih His Majesty’s Ambassador in eradicating 
pro-Nazi propaganda in Iraq and it was due to his 
initiative that Iraq declared war on the A*U Powers 
in January [943. 

He accompanied the Regent on his travels to 
America and Europe during the summer of 194?, and 
lo England m 1946, On ht\ way home on the second 
occasion he had talks in Syria and Turkey its the 
hope of removing the difficulties between these 
countries. 

He formed a Cabinet in November 1946 to carry 
out election.*, and include,] m it some younger men 
and representatives ,if the newly formed National 
Democratic und Liberal Fames. Nun’s ideas about 
free ckduim did not agree with theirs, and they 
resigned after about n month protesting that Nun and 
Saleh Jabr were preparing to exert undue Govern* 
men! influence on the elections 

Nuri collaborated with Saleh Jabr in the negotiation 
of the Portsmouth Treaty during 1947 and shared 
with him the nationalist ra&fltmtfiL ^ which was 
fermented against it in January 3948, Within a year, 
however, he demonstrated Ids mastery of the Iraqi 
political scene by reluming to power as Prime Minis¬ 
ter in January 1949, He succeeded in improving 
public security and in withdrawing the army from 
Palestine without incident. He took a very firm line 
with the organising committees of the Communist 
Pjriv five members of which were hanged. But he 
foiled to do much to improve (be financial 
position uF the Government in spite tif a personal visit 
to London. He was much disappointed by hi? failure 


to obtain an advance of royalties from the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. During Hie troubled period 
which followed Colonel Zaiin.v coup (f£ivi in Syria 
in the spring of 1949, Nuri worked hard, but unsuc¬ 
cessfully * f-.r I r iiqi> Syrian union He resigned m 
December 1949, 

In the summer of 1950 he went to London where: 
he negotiated a temporary increase in oil royalties 
with the Iraq Petroleum Company. In 1951 he 
visited Bahrain, Kuwait and Jordan" Accompanied 
die Recent when the latter visited Kuwait and 
Bahrain in the sprmg of 1952 and Spain in May. He 
attended the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth m 
June l g 53, In March 1954 he accompanied ilic 
King to Pakistan and visited Delhi as delegate of 
Iraq Government to discuss Middle Hast defence- 
In August 1954, when the authority of the Govern¬ 
ment was m a low ebb. he wav called upon to form 
j new Government, although he wa> still recovering 
from a serious operation By a series of restrictive! 
ordinances and by his personal authority lie restored 
the prestige of the Government and called for fresh 
election's which he rigged shamelessly With ihe 
Chamber which resulted from these elections he 
prosecuied his policy of an alliance with Turkey 
and a revised agreement with I he United Kingdom. 


106. Nurudilin Mahmud 

Kurd, born in Mosul m 1-899. Educated in Otto¬ 
man military schools, ho was commissioned in the 
Turkish army in 19)7 and In the Iraqi army in 192 1 . 

A graduate of Camber ley and Quetta, he was Iraqi 
Mtiiiarv Aitache in London m 1935 and became 
Lieutenant-ColorKl in 1937. Promoted Colonel in 
1939, he was appointed Ministry of Defence member 
of the Iraqi Slate Railways Board, and in 1940 he 
became Director of Military Operations, 

In 1941 he opposed Rashid All's rebellion and after 
its collapse he took over command and initiated the 
Auglo-lraqi armistice. Commander 2nd Division 
iKirknkI, 1941 -43; Assistant C.G.S.. 1943; promoted 
Major-General and appointed Commander 1st 
Division (Diwaniyal. 1944. In 1943 he visited the 
Western Desert battlcliekis. and in 1946 he attended 
the victory celebrations in London. In 1948 he was 
promoted Lieutenant-General and commanded the 
Iraqi forcei in Palestine, where he wax involved in the 
imcr-Arub jealousies which prevented the establish' 
merit of an effective Arab High Command. In 1949 
he returned to command the 1st Division. Appointed! 
Q.G N in July 195 3 in November 1952 the Regent 
called on him to form a Government at the 
height of the riots, He quickly restored order 
and made a sincere attempt to improve the con¬ 
ditions of the lower classes. He held the portfolios 
of Defence and Interior in his own Cabinet. He 
resigned after conducting rhe elections in January 
1953 and. to the disappointment of many officers, 
was prevented by Hie Regent from reluming to 
the army, Promoted general in November 1952 and 
appointed to the Senate in January 1953. 

He was probably the best Iraqi general officer and 
the antin misses him. Many Iraqis sympathise with 
him for the ungrateful treatment he received after 
satmg I he country. He speaks English and Turkish 
well and his sympathies, are steadily pro-British. 


107, Rafail Petros Ruttl 

Christian of Mosul, bom I'JO I, Educated al the 
Assyrian Oft It ode \ School, Mosul, and at Secondary 
School. Bagdad, He later attended night classes and 
graduated from the Bagdad Law School. 1929 

Served in minor posts in the Ministry of Interior 
from 1^25 to 1929, Contributed lo lhe newspaper 
Al Irmi while still an official and after his resignation 
published ,41 Biiad in partnership with Jebran 


Mu Lon. As j journali si he was consistently .uiti- 
Britisfr. bat in Iraqi politics he frequently changed 
sides. He supported Nuri Said from 192*1 lo 3929, 
with occasional lapses. He supported Vasin a I 
HiShimi from 1930 to 1935, Bckr Sidqi 1^30 to 19?7. 
am! Rasliid Ali 1938 to 1942. He was, interned in 
1942 but released in 1943 und resumed publication of 
Al It'-hui. lie iverti to Egypt in 1944 and remained 
there until I94S. 

He wa^ Deputy for Mosul in 3935. for Rasta in 
1939 and for Bagdad in 194$, in which year he 
attended the irtWriPariiamerttary Conference at 
Rome. He joined the isliqEal Party in E94S and was 
considered as one of its leaders. He resigned from 
the Majlis with the other Opposition Deputes in 
March 1950 arid from the Estiqlal Paru in Mu;., 
because of its decision to contest the by-elcciions 
occasioned by the resignations. Appointed Press 
Counsellor al the Iraqi Legation in Cairo in 
February 1951. Returned to Iraq in 1952. Elected 
Deputy for Bagdad in January 1953. In September 
1953 was Minister of Slate entrusted with press and 
propaganda. As a Minister was by ran line and got 
little done, (bough it wav iruc dm circumstances 
were airiimlt him. His att icks on communism made 
him detested by the National Democratic Party and 
tile rdkmviravdfcre and they encompassed his defeat 
in the elections of June 1954. 

In February 1955 he was grunted a licence to 
revive his paper A l Rif act which had been in 
abeyance since 1953. 

Butti i$ a capable and fearless journalist but he is 
unscrupulous, venal and quite unreliable. 


105, RaH.i ' \rif al Qaitustqchi, K.ILL. (Mafpr- 
Lt rural) 

Sunni Kurd. Horn ]907, An artillery officer who 
qualified at the Staff Colleges of Bagdad and Quetiu. 
He was commandant of the former in 1947 and 1949. 
He has also commanded the Mechanised Force in 
Palestine [94St 1949, the Iraqi troop*, (strength two 
brigades.) left in Jordan Lifter the Iraqi evacuation nf 
Palestine, and the 2nd Division from 1451 to 1953, 
He b now d major-general and Chief of tlie General 
Staff, 

An outManding personality with qualities of 
leadership and a special ipnVude for picking other 
pcoplt'i brims. His chief chatMctcrilik-i arc his 
energy und his heartiness He is verv pro-British 
and will try lo keep the army on British lint's in 
spite of outside influence, provided he gets support 
from us r He has been decorated with th,’ Order of 
Raffdoiu, the American Legion of Merit .md in 
May 1955 Was appointed an honorary K Lt E. for 
h.s pa rr in the negotiation is for the Anglo-lraqi 
Special Agreement of April 1955, 

10 $. Rashid \ 1 l al Gailani 

Bagdad Sunm. bom 1892. A distant relation of 
the Naqib. \ Waqf clerk in Ottoman times, he tied 
to Mosul with the Turks liter the capture of Bagdad 
and practised as a lawyer after the fall of Mosul. 

Appointed judg$, 1921, he soon showed his ability. 
Minister of Justice under Vasin ul Hn^himi, 1924-25, 
he resigned over the signing of tlie Turkish 
Petroleum Company's concession. President oF the 
Chamber of Deputies. 1925 2b. Minister of Interior 
under J,ifar a! Askiiri. 1926-28. 

Again elected Deputy in 1930. he resigned (with 
olhersl in I 9 J| jn protest against the conduct Of 
Nuri Said’s Government, and became a ptmoment 
member of the nationalist Hifcb at Ikhu a I WaLani. 
Chief Private Secretary to the King 1932-33. 

Prime Minister from March lo October 1933 he 
was appointed Senator in 1934, J-| C helped to 
organise the Euphrates disturbances which forced Ali 
J&udai in resign in spring 1^35. anti became Minister 
48962 


1 27 

of Interior in the Cabinet then formed by Vasin al 

Hashimi. 

In I93G he rted to Tsiahbul after Bekr Sidqis 
L'oup <l r £uv. Returning to Iraq in 1937, he opposed 
Jams I Mutifai’s Government and was deported tv 
Anah for a short time in 1938, 
prime Mimstet from Much 1940 to January 1941, 
iic moved steadily townrd.v a closer understanding 
with the AjlL. He kept close contact w iih the liahan 
Legation mi Bagdad, supported the intrigues of the 
Mufti ol Jerusalem, sponsored the os enures made 
b' : Naji Sh.iUkiil I ij i i to the German Minister in 
Turkey, and encouraged the pro-Naxi press. Forced 
in resign bj British pressure in January 1,941, he 
returned to office through a coup d'£tai in April, 
instilled Sharif Shuraf in plate of ihc Regent and, 
backed by (he Iraqi Army, refused to allow more 
than one brigade of British troo-ps in Iraq. 

In Mjy l'?4L when hostilities broke out between 
the Iraqi Army and the British forces in Habbaniva„ 
lie tried to unite the country against Britain but failed 
to get substantial irtbal simport After the defeat of 
tiiu Iraqi forces lie fled to Persia, Turkey, and linally 
to Germany, 

He was iricd fn absentia by court martial and 
sentenced to death in 1942. Recognised by the Axis 
ns legitimate Prime Minister of Iraq, he conducted 
an anti-British campaign by radio throughout the war. 

In 1945 he escaped through Lhe German lines (o 
Prague and thence, with a false passport and the 
unwitting assistance of Allied military transport, to 
Marseilles, from where he sailed, to Beirut- He 
arrived at Riyadh in September 1945. declared him- 
^!Il to Ibn SauJ and was grjoL.'il asylum, 

He is still in Riyadh, an ertra thorn in !Saudi- 
Hjshimile relations hue his wilt was permuted to 
return to Bagdad hi October 1953 af(cr twelve years' 
abreact. His health is now said to be- declining 
rapidly King Saitd is said to be tired o: him, but 
schemes n> move him elsewhere have not so far been 
satisfactory, and seasonal rumours that the Regent 
hid pardoned him have proved untrue. These 
rumours gained in strength after the accession of 
King Faisal 11 and, si nee many of his former 
associates have returned to positions of authority, it 
is possible that he will soon be allowed to return (a 
Iraq. He sLill has admirers in Iraq, particularly jn 
flic Lciolal Parly. 

HO. Rauf al Hahrini 

13 mu dad Shii, born 1897. Educated at the Bagdad 
Law School, hr was appointed to a clerical post in ilie 
Ministry of Finance in 1922 and rose—it is said not 
entirely by nicni—to Director-General of Customs 
und Excise in 1935. 

Minister of Finance under Vasin al Hashimi 
1935-36. Again Director General of Customs and 
Excise 19 }8 40 Minister of Finance under Nuri 
Said 19qQ ■ of Social Affairs under Rashid Ah 
1940-4 1 : and again of Social Affairs in Rashid Ali A 
rebel Government ir- April-May 1941. 

After Rashid Ali’s overthrow lie tied to Persia, 
where he was arrested by British forces in autumn 
J.94I and sl’iu: for internment to Southern Rhodesia, 
Sent hick to Iraq for trial in 1S44, he was condemned 
to three years 1 hard labour and sequestration of his 
property. 

After hH release he engaged in busme>\ and 
gradually reinstated himself until in May 1950 he 
was appointed Direclor-Cieucral of Income Tax. In 
July 1952 he was appointed a member of the Govern¬ 
ment Oil Breird 

Although he talks the conventional Arab nationalist 
language, he was a tool rather than an associate of 
Rashid' Ali Early in 1950 he made himself kuown 
to a member of this Embassy and since then h.ts 
regained his position in Biigdud society. 

He speaks no English. 
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111. Haul <il Ciudirclii 

Sunni of Bagdad. burn 18 EH, Educated at btanbul 
.in lI at Berini and Geneva UnivcrsitiCi, Before die 
war lie was suocesrivety a clerk m the k^al drafting 
dcfannj'fi t of the TurfcisEi Ministry of Justice, j 
pit lesse r .1 Liw Lit she Turkish Lav, College. 
UJinir^qum of DivuLi, Lind adviser on foreign a!|mrs 

10 ihe Turkish Gove r par of Bagdad. Immcdi duly 
before ib- fall he wa-. ihc Mayor of Bagdad. He 
Went iu Dot lin shortly before ihe occupation, and 
later to Switzerland. He was not permitted to return 
to Et.igdad itjif.il i920, 

in Bagdad lie practised . 1 $ a lawyer and Look no 
pj 1 t. in Nationalist agitation, bat was asked to go with 
ties father when the latter was deported to Istanbul 
m august 1930. He returned in 1921 and look up 
his law- practice, obtaining much of the business of 
foreign ririm owing to his knowledge of languages. 
Professor ai the Bagdad Law School l'i22, Dean ] 923. 

Deputy for Hilda 1 924, he opposed the 1922 Treaty. 
Minister of Finance under Abdul Mush in at Sa’udun. 
Minister of Justice under Jafar 4l Avkari 192b. Iraqi 
Minister to Ankara 1929, He resigned in 1920 and 
returned to Bagdad as legal adviser to the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. 

Iraqi Minister in London front 192b to 1929 when 
he rcsimed. He generally spend* the summer 
months in England. 

Rauf ha?, a charming and kindly personality and 
looks on the intrigues and enthusiasms of Iraqi 
politics with an indulgent contempt. He is universally 
popular and consequently well informed. Hut will not 
nfien talk about politics. He speaks English, French. 
German ansi Turkish. 1$ hadh crippled with 
arthritis. In April 1952 he surprised Bagdad society 
bv marrying MijrJ.i, the stepdaughter of Daud al 
Haitian fg.v who i- at least thirty years younger 
thjn he is, He is the brother of Kamil Chadirari 
(q.E .) by a different mother but the two are Itol on 
speaking terms 

112. Raviti ai Attyab lliaiil 

Shk. ' Sheikh of ihe Bam Hatton tribe of 
Diwumva. Born about im Deputy for Diwamya 
3 i\e times between !9J3 and 1929, At lhat time he 
•m t-. 1 fervent nationalist, A Senator from 1°44 to 
jLtlie 1952. In N 0 vember 1952 he heca 111 e MinUtcr 
i f Agriculture ir: NurudJiu Mahtnud‘s Lahieet. Re- 
appointed 60 the Senate in April 1953. He is not of 
much political importance. He speaks Arabic only. 

If 3 . Rushdi a I Clllabi 

Born about 19II. son Of Abdul Kadi Chal.tbi 
of a prom incut and wealthy Shu family in 
Kadhimain. 

Associated with his father hi various commercial 
and industrial enterprises including large-scuta grain 
exports, jute manufacture and vegetable oil 
extinction, 

Politically a iupporter of Nun Pasha and in 1950 
elected to the Central Committee of Nuri s Consti¬ 
tutions! Union Party. Elected as one of the 
[Xroulius for K ad h mu in in 1948 ami elected 
unopposed eo the proven 1 Parliament in September 
1 954 Appointed Minister without Portfolio in the 
Government of Nuri Said in August 1954, Subse¬ 
quently appointed us Minister of Agriculture, He 

11 un active Minister, who has made many changer 
aiming, his civil Servants. _ Somewhat surly in. manner 
and possessed of only fair knowledge of English 

Visited the United Kingdom in 1954 as a member 
of the Iraqi ParikmerHary Delegation, guests Of the 
British Group of the Imcr-Pwfiamcnlary Union. 

114, .Sa'ad l mir 

Bkifd in Kerbala in 1917. Shta Son of Umar 
Ha] Alwan, one of the Kerhila representatives on 


the Consentient Asicniwy Educated at Kerbala and 
Bagdad. Graduated in Ielc Law College about 1941. 
Thereafter he practised as a lawyer in Kcrbala until 
1947, when he became Deputy for Kerbala. He was 
not re-elected in I94&,bui was put in in a bye-election 
late; in the year.. Minister for Social All a its m All 
Jaujat’s Government of December 1949, and of 
Education in Tuulik a] Suwaidi’s Cabinet in 
February 1950. A member of Nuri Pasha’s Cons;:tit- 
tiunal Union Party November 1949. 

Irk the Chamber of Deputies after he had failed to 
substantiate allegations of corruption which he h.id 
made against four Cabinet Ministers, he was 
suspended for the remainder oil the parliamentary 
Session, 

A protege of Saleh Jafor, who was a friend of his 
father. He owns ft Islllc property in Kcrbaij. he 
is fu|] of large ideas Hot very inexperienced and 
unintelligent. 


115- bathq ill Basham 

Bagdad Shia. born about 1895. Educated at the 
Bagdad Law School, ho practised as a lawyer for 
several years, 

Elected Deputy for Kul in Iff 30, he supported 
Vasin a I Hrahimi and was a member of the Lkhn a l 
Witani Party. Minister of Education under Yisin 
a! Hashimi 1935-36, Minister of Economics under 
Nurc Said 1939 40 and of Education under Ran hid 
All in 1941. 

Remaining inactive during the 1941 disturbances, 
he was Minister of Justice 1941—42 and of Com- 
municauooi an.I Works December 1943 to June 1944 
under Nuri Said : of Finance under Mohammed as 
Sadr, January to June I94S; and of Defence under 
Mn/ahim Fadwdti from June to October 1948, A 
Senator front 194 U his. appointment was not renewed 
in 1949, A founder member of the United Popular 
Front. May 1951, He left ihe Front in June 1952 
and was elected Deputy for Bagdad in January 1953. 
Rc-eUvted I u 54. He owns and edits rhe influential 
newspaper at Dif&t which was binned by Dr. 
JanmliN Government bui reappeared under the title 
til tth ikt, on ly to be suppressed again by Nuri a I 
Said in 1954. 

Sadiq 1 ^. a xenophobe with violent prejudice, and 
tll-coi locale J fanaticism As Min Ewer of f>L‘ f cnce in 
1 94 s he was mainly responsible for the fierce sen¬ 
tences passed on Jews by the courts martial and for 
encouraging anlLJewish feeling. He does not like 
the British^ and his policy as often indistinguislmbk 
front that of the Isiiqlal Puny. Only Deputy in 
speak against the Special Agreement between Iraq 
and ihc United Kingdom when debated in the 
Chamber En March 1954. He speaks Arabic only. 
His private life is disreputable. He suffers badly 
from diabetes and from nerves which his addiction 
to whisky does noihing 10 improve. Despite all (his. 
is an amusing, not unsympathetic personality and 
is tolerated if n<9 liked by his political opponents. 


f!6. Said Qa^ra* 

Kurd of Sultun mija, born about l‘>03. Largely 
self-educated. He began ills career as a clerk in 
the Mucasirfifiya in Subimaniya in 1924. App’iisited 
Oaimmaqam Of Halebja in 1934. Transferred 
in 1939 to Kakho Jind in 1941 to Kifri. From 
1941 to 1944he served in the Ministry of the Interior. 
In |944 he was appointed Mutasarrif ut Kut- Tran*- 
ferred to Erbil in 1945 and to Kirkuk irt 1947, after 
a short spell as an Administrative Inspector. 
Appointed Mutaurrlf erf Mosul in 1949. Was 
offered an nppcuipnient with the Basra. PelroSeum 
Company in tiie spring o r 1951, but at Nuri Said's 
request agreed to remain at Mosul until the general 
elections. 


Minister of Sotaal Affairs under Nuruddin 
M.tLimud, December 1952. Appointed Director- 
General of Iraqi Ports in February 1953 but resigned 
after a quarrel over the appoinLnien] of Finance 
Officer with Abdul Wahub Murjan L/.v.i. in March, 
Reappointed iu June 1953. In September 1953 was 
appointed Mmister of the Interior in Dr. .laauali's 
Government and retained that post when Dr. 
,l,.i:i:. 1 ;: ref .used the Government m March I J 54. 
In October 1953 by agreement wilh ihe Talariim 
family wu* elected Deputy for Kirkuk at ;i by- 
election. In April 1954 was Minister of the Interior 
in Arshad al Omari's Cabinet and responsible for 
the conduct of elections. Although he did noi 
escape the accusation of interference especially from 
tha Left, he conducted the elections well and did nos, 
allow a ditlieuii security sitti*l,. n to get out or hind. 
He resigned directly 1 he elections were over. 
Minister of fnteruir under Nuri b.isd vincc August 
195 i. His participation 111 these Governments was 
not entirely in accordance with hi* desires, since he 
would much rather have retained the post of 
Director-General of Ports and he felt him-HE entitled 
to criticise Dr. Jamah's weaknesses, particularly (he 
tLc-.-ion to allow student*,. t -jt|>elled for Gomntuiiisl 
icndfftctcs to re-enter the Government school* jnd 
colleges. He therefore felt more ut home in Nuri 
Said’: more nuthoriLarian Go^ernnicm. ihough Hl- 
complained of tuck of access to the Prime Minister, 

He succeeded in hie terms of office hi building 
yp the morale of the police which had remained 
at ,1 ]iii\ ebb since the events of 1952. 

He has visited England and in the summer of 1950 
he toured America as a guest pF the l riiled States 
Government. 

Hard-working, honest and fearless. Said 
is generally regarded as one of the best udmiiiistiaiors 
in the country. He is a close friend of Mustafa al 
Llimri and Majid Mustafa. He speaks good Engftjh. 

117* Salih Haidar iDr.I 

Shia of Ikte.l.ni bom in 3 914. After completing 
his secondary school education in Bigdad, lie went 
for a year to the American University of Beirut and 
from 1933-36 to the London School of Economics 
w'hcre he took a degree in economics. Assistant 
Colics tor of Customs. 1936 37. In 1937 he returned 
Fir a year 10 the London School of Economics for 
further study. On hu, return to Iraq he studied 
laud problems and went back again to his London 
School of Economics from 1 93 9-42. Ph.D. of 
London University, 1942. In 1943^46 he held 
various appointmems in the Ministry of Supply, and 
in 1946-43 in the Ministry of Finance. 

Member of the Iraqi Delegation to the Sm 
Francisco Confcreocc 1945, Acting Director- 
General of Srme Domains, 194? In the ^une year 
he was seconded from the Ministry of Finance and 
made Deputy Governor of the National Bank of 
Iraq, In 1950 he went to Washington and Loudon 
in connexion with the negotiations for the Inier- 
nabon.nl Bank loan to Iraq and the Scarce Currency 
Agreements His appointment as Deputy Governor 
of the National ILmk was suddenly though not 
unexpectedly terminated in June 1952, Appointed 
Assi-.urn Director-General of State Domains Vuguvt 
1453 and Director-General of Revenues by 
Dr. Jamali m October 1953. As such was an Iraqi 
member of the Standing Committee set up to work 
nut deLiik of the Angln-lraqi Special .Aprecriienl 
of 1955, 

A supporter of Saleh labr. he is honest, intelligent, 
but conceited, and He docs not pci on well with his 
colleagues He also has the reputation of being 
untrustworthy. He was on very bad terms with the 
Governor of the Naiiona! Bank. Abdul Ilah Hafiz 
f^.v.l. who refused 10 deal with him or give him any 
work it* do. He appears to Hi&pcei that British 
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influence was 10 Name for this treatment, but he is 
on friendly terms with nicmberj, of thq embassy stuff. 
He speufcs excellent English- lbs wife is the sister 
of the wife of Abdul Kanin ui Uzri Iqf.v.J, 

118, Saleh Jabr, KJLF. 

Shia, born about !& *1 in Nasinya, Hss father was 
a carpenter, originally from the Beni Zaid tribe of 
SjinttB. EducMed m Nassriya, he became a derk 
in the N^iaf court in |4|9, 

By 1924 he hud risen to he hetad clerk in die 
Ministry of Justice. He entered the Bagdad Law 
College the same year, and after graduation in 
1927-2? he was appointed as & judge and served for 
over two years in the Middle Euphrates. 

Fleeted Deputy for the Munlaftk in 1 930 and 1934. 
Ete was Minister of Education und?f Jamal M-iidfid 
November 1933 to February 3 934, Muutsarrif 
Kerbala 1935-36. AppOintcJ M,roster of Justice 
under Hikmat Su lib man in October 1936, he resigned 
in June 1937 oVftr the Euphrates disturbance-* and left 
the country. He returned after HikmatN resignation 
arid was appointed Director-General of Customs and 
Excise. 

Minister of Education December I95K to February 
1940 and th l?:i of Siteial Affairs until March 1441) 
under Nuri Said. Mut&sarrif of Basra from June 
1940, he supported the Recent when his Royal 
Highness fled to Basra in April 1941 to escape from 
KishiJ All. Arrested by Rashid AIL he narrowly 
escaped a heavy sentence and was rcjeajLc-i on. condi¬ 
tion he left the country. He withdrew to Tehran and 
returned after Rashid Alt’s FaL. 

Minister of Interior October 1941 to CJctober ! l t42. 
of Finance until June 1943. and again of Interior 
until October 1943 under Nuri Suid. Minister of 
Finance June E944 to February 1946 and Acting 
Minister of Supply August 10 December 1944 under 
Ha nidi FachachL During Pachacht's absences- he 
acted as riinte Minuiter and was cxpcctc;! to form 
a Gcwerflnii’ru when the Pacha chi Cabinet resigned. 
He was not. however, chosen, and '•pent much of the 
summer oF 1946 in England. 

He was appointed himorarv K B L for war serv ices 
in 1946. 

After a short time as Minister of Finance under 
Nuri Sri.i in November 39J r . he beviOte the fust 
Shin Prime Minister of Iraq after ihe elections of 
March 1947. Forced, m usign irv Lmuary |94S bv 
tvopular demonstraiiorts against the Portstiiouirh 
Treaty, he spent much of 144 S abroad, but gradually 
recovered his position during 1949 And Etecamc 
Minister of Interior under Taufiq Suwaidi ii 
E T L-bruary 1950. He was. not invited to join Nuri 
5.1 i ? \ cahinc! in September 1950 and lie '.pvrte *V 
winter month*; abn.vul Hi& relations with Nuo 
improved in the spring of 145 ] but efforts So briny 
him into tbe cabinet did not succeed. In June he 
was granted permission to form the Popular Socialist 
Party. 

From ilie founding (if the Popular Socialist Party, a 
struggle for political kradershm in Iraq began 
between Saleh and Nun and the rift between them 
steadily widened for she ncM three yOafs encouraged 
by their respective supporters. Saleh himself fell 
uitdcr rhe evil influence of Sav«l Abdul Mahdi by.v.l 
and his party became more and more identified with 
Shu sectarianism. For purely parts reasons he 
opposed the oil agreements in PailtamcriE in 
IVbriuirv 1952. For simitar reasons he and his 
parjv joined in ihe demand for direct elrelions which 
led to the riots of November ]952. He culled on his 
followers to boycott the elections of January 1953 
on the grounds ihnt they w\'re rigged. All except si it 
of them withdrew and Ihev were later expelled. In 
the elections of June 1954 his party gained 21 seats, 
which was fewer than he had hoped For. In the 
f r?sh elections which Nuri held in September after 
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returnifit £•■> power in August 1954. th: parly Spilt. 
Tauhq Wahbi and sumo uthiirs being prepared 
to co-jpetruts with Nuri while Saleh himseti arid 
Abdul Mahdi jrid the bulk of their supporters were 
not. Hie result vvas that the putty was not repre¬ 
sented at ail. the Popular Socialist Party, like all 
oilier political panics, was dissolved by the 
Associations Ordinance No, 19 of 2t5th August* F*54. 
and n is hard to assess what popular following Saleh 
now commands. 

A k-itjpLir.iry improvement in his relations with 
N.iri ii’oJt place in the spring of 1955 when Saleh, 
eschewing party considerations, supported Nun's 
foreign poky of alignment with Tufkey and the 
West While he supported Nun's principles, he 
eriheiscJ his methods, with some Justification, lit 
the early summer ctf 195$ it was thought that (he 
reconciliation might he completed by the me I union 
of Saleh in Nuris Cabinet but this was not to be 
because Nuri's closest supporters bitterly opposed 
the idea and Saleh’s supporters pressed him not to 
cooperate unless a substantial Mock of seats in 
Parliament was offered to him. As this would mean 
a new electron. Nun was not prepared to agree. 

Saleh ', merit has justified his rise from obscurity 
to be th,‘ first Shin Prime Minister and (he most 
powerful Shia politician in Iraq. He has a strong 
personality and is capable, energetic and courageous. 
Hit influence in the Euphrates area is sidl believed 
lo be great. When Prime Minister, hot-ever, he 
.showed himself dictatorial, secretive, pompous and 
vindictive and made himself a number of enemies. 

As am administrator lie has left a good name 
though ha was i i.i alooi to make many personal 
friends. As Prime Minister he concerned himself 
too much with long-range economic planning and 
foreign policy, neglecting his colleagues and his 
enemies and the necessary short-term economic 
measure.- This neglect was the ultimate ca^se of 
h^ fall 

His sympathies are with Britain but he has shown 
himself a hard bargainer. He is an ardent advocate 
c' Arab uni re and in particular the Fertile Crescent 
Plan, 

His first wife died in 1936 and in 1942 be married 
the strong-minded and meddlesome daughter of the 
lute Adda il Jaryan, chief of the influential Albu 
Suita a tribe of Hillah During (he war her influence 
lost him much '-upport when’the Albti Sulla n were 
divided, and she continues to be a handicap to him 
politically 

He speaks English. 


11%. Saleh Saih at JubhiLri 

Sunni of the Jiibur irihe of Mosul, born in IS9ft. 
Ccmmivkoncd hx Ltie Turkish army in 1916 and in 
the Iraqi army in 1921, he was appointed in true tor 
in the newly formed Small Ann School in BagdjJ. 
During this appointment he attended a small amts 
counc at Wythe. and late: at tend e i courts at the 
Iraqi Si it! College arnd the Stall College, Cambcflcy 
A personal friend of Bekr Sidqi and a supporter 
of the 1936 roup ti"£w, he was retired after the 
assassination of Bekr Nilqi and appointed \jStstanI 
Director GeneraI of [he Iraqi Stale Railways, lu 
I°41, after Rashid Mi'-, flight, he was invited to 
rejoin the array and was appointed GO.C 3rd Divi¬ 
sion In 19-14 he succeeded Email \jmiq u/.v.t j-* 
Chief of the General Staff. He was promoted to 
Ikuteruinr-generul in 1945 and generaE in (950. On 
handing over the oldie* of Chief of General Stall in 
1951 to General Nuruddtn Mahmud tt/.i - .) he became 
a Senator, EL- was offered the Ministry of Defence 
by Nasrat al-Ftrisi during his abortive attempt to 
foam a Cabinet in J a mu .try (953, Appointed 
Minister of Communications and Ifc'orks under Nuri 
in August |9?4. 


Hi neither dnnks. smokes not gambles, and is 
said w be just and honest; but he had neither the 
ability ror the personality to be a good Chief of 
General Stall or Minister, and his impotence as a 
leader was displayed in the W4® Palestine campaign* 
He speaks English 

lltf. Web ZakLi l aufiq t Brigadier) 

Sunni Muslim, born in Bagdad in 190S of mixed 
Turkish and Arab parents. Attended Senior Officers 1 
School. Erlestoke Park, in 1948, He was appointed 
to command the 2nd Division as a Brigadier in 
June 1954. having held the command in an acting 
capacity since October 1953, 

He ;* pro-British in outlook. His English is only 
fair and he has few social graces. He is genuine 
and very interested tn ins profession, A live 
personality with drive and enthusiasm, who makes 
his presence felt in the formation he commands. 

tit, Sumt Ta li ah. 

A native of Mosul of Kurdish origin, born in 1905. 
Educated at the reached Training College <n 
Bagdad, tie taught ?n Iraqi schools from S922 to 1925. 

In 3 925 lie joined the Iraqi Army and was sent 
to Sandhurst in 1926. Commissioned tn the Iraqi 
Army in 1928. he was attached to the newly formed 
Royal Iraqi Air Force and returned to England for 
training w uh the PLAT- When he came buck to Iraq 
he was appointed to the Royal Iraqi Air Force. 

lie graduated from the Iraqi 5tail College in 1937 
and hi |941. after the Ru*h$d Ali rebellion, he was 
appointed Commander of the R.I.A.F. He held 
Inis appointment unlit 1954 'Ivrith lire rank of 
Brigadier until 3 952 when he was made a Major- 
General i, except for j siiort interlude in 19-18 when 
be was sent to Europe on a secret arms purchasing 
mission which was n complete failure. Appointed 
Minister of Social Affairs in April 1954 and placed 
on pension from that dale. Transferred to (he 
Ministry of Development June 1954 and to be 
Director-General of Ports in August 1954. 

He is an energetic and jovial man, a good 
disciplinarian* and one of the Iraqi army's host 
leaders He made every effort to improve tire 
training and equipment of the R.l A F. After the 
comparative discipline and efficiency of the .miLed 
forces, the inefficient} of the Iraqi Civil Service came 
as, a great "hock tii him and he tried ro Wield the new 
bioom Entrenched incompetence is. however, 
prosmg too much for him. He speak?- English well 
and his Sympathies are pro-British, Has latterly 
suffered from ill-health. 

122. Sand Shuwkul 

Sunni of B.igdaJ. born 1893. Brother of Naji 
5hawk.it i./o' i, Graduated from Military College of 
Medicine, Eunbul* 1916. Joined the Arab army m 
Syria in 1919. 

Appointed to Iraqi Health Service 192( ; Director- 
General of Education 1937; Director-General of 
Public Health 1936; again Director-General of 
Education 1939. 

Minister of Social Affairs 1939 and of Education 
it’ uu i s'uri Said. He was re-appointed Director 
General of Education in April 1940 and retained thit 
position thTough the disturbances of 1941 until 1943, 
when J : became Director'General of Social Affairs 

Resigned from Government service in 1945 and 
started the newspaper Hath al Qnwmi, which was 
violently nationalist. anti-Cornrminisi and anti-British 
and wa* suppre^sd in 1946. In 194 1 * he started 4 
political party mimed (shh. together with a few 
retired offtciais. Elected Deputy for Rut in the bv- 
elections of June 1950, 

He re earnest, obtuse and fairly hruiesl* wilb an 
fvaegeraled sense iff his own iiiipiirt.mce He pliys 
no active part in pobtic^ now. He speaks Arabic 
and Turljish unly, 


123. Shakir M aher 

□orn ut>o-ut 1915. A lawyer and prominent 
member of the Istiqlal Party until 1951, when he 
resigned. Elected as an independent Deputy for 
Bagdad (Satinim,! in 1953 and again in 1^54, He 
has ipt>ken constsiendy against lire Governments in 
oitice and is regarded as one at the younger and 
more ambitious Opposition Deputies. His ideas 
are still very much Uiose of the Istiqlal Party, though 
he hun toed the line dutifully in Nun's Puriiumcm 
as lire price of his election. Visited Turkey with 
the Iraqi Parliamentary Delegation in April 1955. 

124* Shakir al Wadi, M.Y.O. 

Bagdad Sunni, born I&94. An officer m the 
Turkish army from 1915 to the Armisiicc. he joined 
the Iraqi army In 1921, 

Promoted captain in I92S. he was attached for 
training to Bfitiih units in the United Kingdom in 
lv29. [n 1 93(i nc was promoted major and made 
A.D.C. to King l-'aival, on whose staff he served 
during H» Majesty's Slate visit to Britain in 1933. 
He was promoted licutcnant-colonc! anJ attended the 
Staff College. Geunherley, in 1935. 

Returning to Iraq in 193i; f . he was nppoinicd 
G.S.O.l. in me Kirkuk Division, of which Bekr Sidqi 
was the G.U.t , and Lhe latter's right-himd man 
in the l93o coup Appointed military attache! 

in London after the murder ol Bckr Sidqi m 1937, rre 
w-as dismissed and placed oil the retired list a few 
weeks later, and soon began to take part in political 
intrigut 

Appointed second secretary m tire Iraqi Legation in 
Tehran in 1939, he later fell under the influence of the 
(iL-rm-in Legation there and as charge d’affaires in 
1941 he dutifully carried out the instructions of 
Raslnd Ali's rebel Government. 

Consul at Jerusalem 1941 44. First secretary (and 
sometime* charge d'affaires) in the Iraqi Legation in 
London 3 944-46, -\ppciinted Master « Ceremonies 
at the Palace 1946. 

Mini - ter of Pc f cisce under Nuri Said November 
1946 to March l lJ 47 ; under Saleh Jabr March 1447 
to January 194ft; under Muzahim E^chachi Octo¬ 
ber 194S to January ( 949 ; under Nuri Said 
January 3044 December 1449; and under Taw liq 
Suwci'li from February 1950 and under Nun Said 
from September 1950. He acted as Minister for 
Foreign Affairs from September 1950 to February 
1951. and acted in 1 he same capacity in 1951, Re 
became a member of the Central Committee of the 
Constitutional Union Party in November 1950. 
Appointed Senator March 1949. He led the Iraqi 
parliamentary delegation 10 the United Kingdom in 
1954. Minister of Social Affairs under Xuri since 
August 1954. 

Shakir u.sad 10 enjoy the personal friendship and 
confidence of the Regent, to whose influence he 
owed his frequent ministerial appointments since 
1946. bye in J9S2 he fell from favour. He is hh&c 
and in ffkiciT? and apparently hdiews that the sole 
duty of the Minister of Social Affairs is to be 
" sociable.** He is widely disliked in political circles, 
partly on account of his very disrepiitahle private 
life He speaks English well, support} Iraq’s British 
Connection, and was largely responsible for the 
pay men! of generous gratuities to the relatives of 
the British airmen who lost their lives on flood relief 
operations in 1954. 


125, Sh^wkiit al Zahawr HJr.l 

Kurd., born about 3,898, the son of a colonel in the 
Ottoman :irmy, Educated in Bogdtid and at the 
Military Medic il College m Constant tnoplc,. he joined 
the Iraqi Health Service in 1922. 

He ha' spcciolived in pathology, on which he 3ia^ 
written a number of arltc1». He is now Director of 


the Central Pathological Inr>uiuic and Professor of 
Pathology m the Royal Medical Co]Lege. 

He wa.-i Minister ol Social Affairs under Tawfsq ji 
Suw-eidi for u short lime hi I94;.v 

In the Royal Medicul College be u an incontpcieni 
intriguer, but siiioe be is marries to u daughter of 
the late Mohammed Fadhil PlfiJia al Dagbtslahi, 
and therefore has eOnuc.vions with Naiih al Rawi 
u{A\) .isii Hikmat Soi^mum u/,v.>, he cannot easily 
be undated. He speaks Liighsh. 

12 b. InJlii ol iLuheini 

Sunni of Bagdad, born Educated at Istanbul 

and served in the Turkish army in Arabia and the 
Yemen during the First World War, Appointed to 
the Turkish General Staff 1920. 

He returned to Bagdad in 1922, joined the Iraq 
army and was given command of the Hoops in 
-Mosul. C,G,S, 1923. He was. on the Staff of the 
High Commissioner for tlic frontier negiotlatioos with 
Turkey after the Treaty of LlUsanrte 1924. When 
the potf of C.G-S. wws abolished he became tutor to 
the then Crown Prince GharJ 1924 : Chid of lhe 
Census Department 1926 : and Director of Education 
1928. In 1930 he again became C.G.S. In 1931 ne 
visited the Imam Yihyi and concluded the liaq- 
Ycmen I’rccUy of Friendship. He was in Turkey in 
October 1936 when die Bekr Sidqi coup d'Eruf forced 
the resignation of the Prime Minister iTahTs brother,, 
the late Yssin ai HashcmiK L;ni lie did not return to 
Iraq until September 1957. after lhe murder of Bckr 
Sidqi, 

Elected Deputy for Bagdad December E937 and 
again in 1939, fn December 193B. m collaboration 
with ihc C.Ci.S,. Husain Fawzi Upv.}. he organised 
the military dcmotistraiion wdiieh caused the resigna¬ 
tion of Jamil Madfai (q.v.'l and replaced him as Prime 
Minister b> Nuri Said.. Tahn became Minister of 
Defence h Nurfs Government and retained this port¬ 
folio in the stlcceeding Government of Rashid Alt 
in 3940. He resigned in January 1941 and bimseff 
became Prime Minister in February. He failed to 
break the influence of the pro-Ayis military clique, 
who overthrew him and set uo the unconstitutional 
Government of Rash;! Ali a month later. He then 
retired lo Turkey, where he remained for the rest 
of the war. because Nuri Said was unwilling 10 allow 
him to return. 

He spent much of the lime after ilic war in Syria, 
but in May 1951 he played the leading pari in the 
formation of the United Popular From. He was 
elected President of the Front's Supreme Committee 
but in the spring of 3^5? shmvid signs of losing 
Lot crest in tinniest ic polities and when in August 
1953 he was appointed Vice-President of the 
Development Board, he gave up all political activity. 
He knows no English but speaks French. Turkish 
and Arabic. 

He is no friend of the British, nor for that matter 
of tire Crown Prince ivith whom he engaged in a 
slanging match in 1952 before a gathering ol ea;- 
Pnmc Ministers., 

127, T*H*ta gadri, k.CW-O*, O.B.1A 

Sunni of DamtuteUs. born 1893. He was with King 
Faisal in Damascus mid accompanied him to Europi 
in 1920. Came to Bagdad with the King and was 
appointed A D C. in 1921, 

Master of Ceremonies, al lhe Palace 1932, he 
accompanied Ring Faisal on 1m Stale vbril to England 
in ]933 He resigned in 1936 owing to Princess 
VraN 'ClII ldalcffl|$ u^:n::cc (Vuiucllor to |»aqi 
Ledition, Tehran. 1936. Consul-General. Bombay, 
1937. Director of Protocol in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in February and Consul-General. 
Beirut, in Ju]v 1939. He became, in addition. 
Chance rf'A (Takes at Damascus when the Iraqi 
Government, recognised the new Syrian Gin-emmeril 









32 1 


in I '■'- 43 . Accredited as Minister it? Syria anc the 
Lebanon in 1944, Acting Dkcctor-GgnoruL Foreign 
Affairs, 1945 Min isle r at Farh (446, Master Of 
Ceremonies ai the P.iLe: 1947* In June 1 '349 he was 
temporarily appointed Minister at Tehran when ihe 
Regent usiico Persia in that year, bin returned to 
hi s'first at the Palace a few months later. In June 
195: he accompanied the A tint Abdul I la h to 
Ainni n, H-‘ was responsible for arranging King. 
Faisal j|.i Accession celebrations in May 1953 and 
was a member of the Iruqt delegation to the 
CofOn inon of Queen Elizabeth the following montn. 
Accompanied His Majesty to Pakistan March 1954 
and io Jordan and Turkey in 1955. 

Tahssn is sociable and clever and makes a not 
\cry cffititriH hut agreeable Master Of Ceremonies. 
Though weil-i mentioned. ii is very questionable 
whether h ; s influence at the Palace is to the ultimate 
advantage of the monarchy, He much enjoys his 
whisky and the company of European ladies. 
Poiiiiealk he k a lightweight. He is married to the 
heiress at' Abdul Wuhhab Pasha Qirtu of Basra. 
He speaks Turkish. French and English, His 
ambition is to succeed the Amir Zaid as ambassador 
in London, 


129. Taciq a! Avian 

Sunni, born in Aleppo in l Q 14. Son of ihe Lue 
J a afar Pasha id As^ri. Nut: Said is his unde. 
Educated at King's College. Cambridge, from 
1932-35 and took a degree in engineering. In 
1939 37 worked as engineer with the Grampian 
Electricity Supply Company in Scotland. Engineer 
m the L4trcetorate-Gcner,al of Irrigation, 1937 42, 
Deputy for Kui, 1943 48. From May to October 
E iJ 4$ served with the Arab Legion in Jenriadem and 
held the rank of captain. Appointed Director of the 
Agricultural Section of the Development Board in 
April 1952. He resigned in the autumn and was 
nl cl ted Deputy for QaLml Salih in January 1953. 
Rt’ch'Ctcd 1454. Was chosen Second Vice-President 
Of i he Chamber Of Deputies December 3 933. 
Appointed Minister at (he Embassy in London. 
June 1955. 

Tariq wav a member of the Higher Commit ice of 
Nuri's Constitutional Union Party, Intelligent, 
wealthy, able and witty, he is one of the few younger 
frank with a balanced judgment. Although a sincere 
NaliCna’iM he regards the shortcomings of his own 
countrymen wjtt: amused cynicism. He is a genuine 
fuend art: i admirer of Britain and a believer in the 
British connexion, though he has been known to 
criticise it publicly. He is also friendly with line 
United States Embassy. Tariq speaks excel lent 
English, Turkish and some French. His wife, a 
tLaudhfcr of the late J.iafar ul Put hue hi, also speaks 
good English and appears in mived society They 
entertain frequently and well. 

129, Tflufiq nl Mukhtar 

Born about 1400. A former officer of Iraqi 
army. Elected IVputy for Bagdad in 1950, 
1953 and again in 19.54, Chairman of Military 
Alfairs Committee in the Chamber. Member of the 
so-called Nationalist httre in the 1950 Parliament 
and always in opposition, to the Government of the 
day A vociferous critic of the British connexion. 
He stands for Parliament as an independent. Speaks 
no English, 


130. I'auftq nl Naib 

Sunni, horn about (895. A student at the Law 
School in Bagdad at the outbreak of the First World 
W«. he completed, his studies after the RtilinH 
occupation jnd wu appointed lo a post in the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice in 1923. 


From 1926 to H43 he wav a judge and served 
in rruny parts oE the country, (hough me bulk of his 
service wax m Bagdad. He gained the reputation 
of a strong _i a J just judge without political ambitions. 
Appointed Mulusarref of Kul 1^43, and transferred 
,o Diwaniya 1944, Minister ol Economics under 
Safch Jubr front September (947 to January I94S, 
ana ol Interior under Nun Said from March lo 
September 1949, Appointed Comptroller^, tnefal of 
Accounts in Son ember 1949, 

He is a quiet, retiring man who neithersmokes nor 
ot inks. 

He was a good judge, hut a poor administrator. 
He ii impassive and unimaginative, and needs always 
lix letter oT the taw to support a decision Lliat others 
may enforce, 1 hough nor a member of Saleh Jabr's 
parly, he is one oF His principal supporters. He 
speaks no English, 


13 L laufUg Suwaidi 

Sunni, ot a wcfcesublishttl Bagdad family, born 
about 1884. E ducated at Bagdad. Istanbul and Paris, 
where he studied Intel national Law. he was appointed 
interpreter to the Ministry of Education ul Istanbul 
in I ‘13. In the same year he reprCserttcd Iraq at the 
Arab Conference In Paris. During the Fir 4 World 
War he was in Istanbul. After (he armistice he 
joined the Arab Government in Syria and was 
appointed a judge at Damascus, lie returned to 
Bagdad in 1921 and wits appointed Assistant Govern¬ 
ment Counsellor and Director of the Law School, 

Deputy from 1924 President of (Esc Cham her 
1924 + lie has held Lite following Cabinet posts i 
E:d ii cation under Abdul Mtisin S.Tndui 1928“ 
Foreign Affairs under Jamil Madfai in 1934 : Justice 
in Jamil Madfai^ twelve-day Cabinet of 1935; 
Foreign Affairs again under Madfai 1937; foreign 
Alhiirs under Taha al HashimJ 1943. He was Deputy 
Prime Minister under Nuri Pasha for a short lime in 
1943 hut resigned the following year when the con- 
■41 tuition at \ alidit V< if this office Was called in t U:vlion. 
He was Pnme Minister in 1929, 1946 and (950 and 
joined Nuri Said's Cabinet as Deputy Prime Minister 
and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in February 
(95!. Resigned from the Cabinet in July 195 f. 
Member of the Regency Council during the Regent's 
brief visit in Amman in June 1952 Foreign 
Minister und?r Jamil Madfai in January 1953. 

Taufiu was Iraqi Minister at Tehran in 1 93 1 and 
has had considerable diplomatic experience. As 
M.iU'ier for 1-orcLgn Alfairs he headed the Iraqi 
Delegation to Geneva in (937. where he is said to 
have handled the Palestine and Assyrian questions 
with tact and moderation. He again represented Iraq 
at Geneva in 1938 and afterwards visited London to 
discus* the Palestine problem witli the British Foreign 
and Colonial Secretaries. He wus a member of the 
Fagi Delegation lo the San Francisco Conference in 
113 45. und in 3948 he was one of ihe signatories of 
[Tie im ratified Ports mouth Treaty. Attended meetirie 
of the Arab League Political Cam mi lice in April 
1953 at Cairo. Accompanied King Faisal lo Jordan 
August 1953. Visited Damascus ami R_irmi on 
belt ul f of Nun’s Government in May 1955, 

His elder brother, the late Naji Suwakli, was a 
prominent member of Rashtd AS is rebel Government 
hut Taufuf was not implicated in the movement- 
NewrlHeless. he is noi completely trusted by the 
Regent and was mu appointed a Senator tins it 1947 
The Begem also vetoed Nuri's proposal to include 
hrin in his Cabinet in ific autumn of 1949, 

Tnufiq is imcllieeot, subtle and not altogether 
honest, either politically or financially. En Arab 
lITl irs K- generally follows (he Egyptian lead and 
in Iraqi poll lies he is normally opposed to Nuri Safi 
hut has co-operated with him on occasions, as he 
4V 1 over The Agreements with Turkey and (he United 


Kingdom in the spring of 1955, He is popularly 
supposed to be a Liberal, ft w\ij he who 
permitted the opera Lion of political parties iu (946 
after they had been banned for many yeari. and for 
a short time in 1946 he was president of the Liberal 
Party. He also has some reputation as j nut ion ah si, 
but it h doubtful if any of his political convictions 
arc strongly held. He is a rich man, a landed pro¬ 
prietor, who hai also wide business interests, in many 
ease-r in partnership with Iraqi Jews. He is known 
to have; used his political influence in favour or hh 
busmens inicrcsis. He has a keen sense of humour, 
k excclient company and speaks French and E.nclisii 
fluently but incorrecLly. 

132. Tauliq 3Vwhbi Ma'ruf, C.B.E. 

Kurd Of Sulaiiitaniya. born in 1887. Graduating 
from the Turkish Military College in FHJ4. he served 
in Lufopcai Turkey and was a regimental com¬ 
mander and Later a staff officer in the Ottoman army 
during the 1914-18 war. 

After the war he joined the Iraqi army and was 
appointed Military Adviser lo Sheikh Mahmud 
in 1923, Leaving Sheikh Mahmud when (he latter’s 
conduct became impossible, lie was appointed Com¬ 
mandant of the Bagdad Military College with the 
rank of colonel. In (929 he was sent on (he Senior 
Officers' School course to (he United Kingdom. 

Mutasarrif of Sulainianiya for ;* short time in 1930, 
he remained unemployed for several years afterward* 
but was ultimately appointed DirectorGeneral of 
Surveys. He resigned from Government sc■ vice in 
]94E uni! made a comfortable fortune as a contractor. 

Minister of Economics under Hamdi Padiadii 
1944 46. of Education under Sateh Jab^ in 1947, and 
oi Socisl Affairs under Tauhq al Suwaidl in 1950. 
hiadc a Senator in 1948. 

Appointed Honorary C U 1 for war services in 
1946. Elected second vice-president of SaEch Jabr's 
Popular Socialist Farty in July J951. Re-elected 
second vice-president in 1954. Although at first an 
enihuslasiic supporter of Saleh Jabr. hk faith in the 
party weakened and tic w.o. not upset when all 
political parties were abohidied in November 1952. 
Again second vice-president in the revived party in 
1953, but fins largely abandoned politics after 
breaking with Saleh: Jabr and being cupelled from 
his party in the summer of 1954, when he tried 
unsuccessfully to lead the party to co-opera (ion with 
Nuri, 

He is a kind man, frank, affable and an Anglophile 
bring honorary vice-president of tire British Institute 
Club and chairman of tire Board of Governors of the 
British CounL-ibsponsoreJ Preparatory School in 
Bagdad, His achievements in office fall short of his 
extrellciu intentions, and he is not a man tb sway 
his colleagues. He speaks English, Persian and 
Turkish as well as Kurdish and Arabic. His wife, 
though a woman of lift It education, is very active 
in works and ran the early stages of flood 

relief in 1954, She has established herself as the 
leading spirit in thin field among Ihe women of her 
generation, She speaks a little Turkish and some 
English. 

133. Umar Nadhmt 

Kurd, bom Kifri 1893, Educated at the Bagdad 
Law School, he was n civil judge before the 1914-18 
war and Public Prosecutor to (he Bagdad Military 
Court during the war. 

He served as a judge again from 1921 to 1927. and 
from then to 1937 he was Muiasarrif in a number of 
provinces. Direct or-General of Revenues (9 37-38. 

Minister of Economics and Communications and 
later of Interior under Nuri -Said 1939 40: of Com 
municalions and Works under Rashid Ali in 1940; 
of Interior under Tahl al Hashimi in 1941 and under 


Nurj Sa:ii i*J 4 j- 44 ; ot Justice under Taufiq a) 
iuwaidj m J946. under Nun -Said No 1 .ember j 946 
to Marcn 1947 and under Mohammed ai 8 adr 
January lo March l94ii , and ol InLenor unacr 
Muzamm pacnachi S L f48-49, |)gjmi} Prime Muuster 
utt.lcf Nun S.iid 1949. Again, Minister ol interior 
under Ah Jaudai December 1949 to Lebru.iry 195b 
and again in February 1951 under Nun Said, whose 
cabinet lie joined as Minister without Portfolio in 
December 1950, He has Lrecn a Senator since 1939. 

He probably owes his rise io eminence to the 
friends he made in the provinces (especially in the 
Non 10 wire re lie served as MulusamL Lo Llic supjjOft 
of Nuri Said, and to a cautious and dignilied 
demeanour. He js detested by Saleh Jabr\ party 
He speaks no English. He enjoys the Regent's 
coniidcoM. He is disillusicmed and in poor health 
and says he will take no further part in politics. 

134, Tahya Qa&stm 

Sunni of Mosul, hem (913. Educated Bagdad 
Law College. 

He joined Government service in 1936. W.ii 
appointed Superintendem in the Council of Ministers' 
Office in 1937 and later transferred to tire Iraqi State 
Railways, 

lie vras at that lime an active L«ft-winger, and 
was reported to have a hand in the publication of the 
clandestine newspaper A I Shnfara, In 1943 Ese was 
arrested for the distribution of Leftist Literature and 
was discharged from the Iraqi Sfitc Railway*. En 
1944 he ’-tarted the newspaper ,-lf Shn'itb as the organ 
of the now defunct Leftist party of (hat name, fit 
now own* and edits Ibis piper himself, and it k no 
longer connected with any party, By (lie meddle of 
1 953 it had become Ihe best and most popular news¬ 
paper in Bagdad. He visited England with a 
party oF journalists in 1945 and became * con¬ 
vinced and outspoken admirer of the British popple. 
In 1946 he joined the National Democratic Party 
bat soon resigned owing to persona! differences. He 
was taken up by Saleh jabr m 1947 and accompanied 
him to London in January 1948 for lire signature 
of the unratLSkd Portsmouth Treaty. In addition 
lo journalism he practises as a lawyer and is paid 
:i retainer by the Iraq Petroleum Company, .Elected 
for Tclafar in June 1954, displacing the paramount 
Shaikh of the Sham mar, but he was not re-elected 
in September 1954, He has visited England every 
summer since 1949. In 1954 he went for the second 
time as a member of a sponsored press delegation. 
Visited Germany in (955, Ho claims to be a 
moderate progressive on the lirten of Nadira al 
Pnchachi L/.v.l and Abdul Karim id Uni. 

Yuliya ri a clever young man witli a frank and 
friendly manner and a pronounced stammer. His 
newspaper k above the low level of ihe Bagdad pres\ 
and he has ihe courage on occasion to express 
unpopular opinions. He regards Suleh Jnhr as 
Iraq's main hope for the future, but he is also on 
close terms with Nuri, He has not abandoned his 
Socialist leanings and is a sincere advocate of 
reforms, but he is now no revolutionary. He is 
married to a niece of the late Amin Zriki Suleiman 
and speak * good English, 

135, Yusuf Abdullah al Gailani fSalyid) 

Sunni, bom 1907 Of the family of the Naqibs of 
Bagdad. Educated at Bagdad and Rallied College, 
Oxford, 

He returned to Iraq m !934 and was appointed to 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, in which he became 
Director of (he Political Section in 1945. Pirctlor- 
Gcnenil in 1949. Acting I ndcr-Secretary in January 
3951 and Under-Secretary in 1952. He became a 
Minister Plenipotentiary in the Iraqi Foreign Service 
in November 1950 He was a member of the Iraqi 
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Delegations id Arab League meetings in 1949 and 
1950. Member of the Iraqi Delegation to the United 
Nations Assembly, 1951. 

Yusyl is intelligent and friendly, cautious and a 
liLtlc shy. He takes no part in politic* and is well 
informed only cm those questions of Iraqi foreign 
policy on winch he is employed. He complains of 
the amateurish and emotional conduct of Iraq's 
foreign relations by his successive political chiefs, and 
is occasionally critical of the intervention of the 
Repent in the detailed conduct of foreign alfairs. He 
i?, r however, a loyal, discreet and competent official. 
He speaks excellent English, and his wife, who is also 
a Gailani. appears in mixed society. 


134* VajUi \ttuis 

Born I90Q. Jouied Government sennet in 1921 
arid, after years of service as Inspector, was 
prompted in' 1951 to be Senior Inspecting Ofliccr. 
Ln 1954 was appointed by Said Qaxai e. to be 
Director-Genera! of Police--in the interests rather 
of filling senior police appointments from the ranks 
of the service than for any enthusiasm about Wajth 
Yunis’s personal qualities, which are not out¬ 
standing. He is known to have been corrupt when 
Director of Police of Duluirw Liwa. He is not a 
strong chjracier and without a strong Minister of 
the Interior little can be expected of him. 

Speaks little English. 










